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_r,- the son of Mahon, son of the Bishop O'Brien, brought a shi
with tirern to freland, and put in at the harbour of Swilly. The

took r.vith them frorn Ireland the Earl O'Neill (Htrgh, the son c

Ferdorchn), and the Earl O'Donnell (Rury, thq son of Hugh, son c

Manus), with a great number of the chieftains of the province of lJlste:
These wete they who went with O'Neill-namel,y, the Countes

Catherina, the daughter of Magennis, and her three sons, Hugh, tll
Baron, John and Brian ; Art Og", the son of Corrnac, son of the Baron

u Fe.rdorcha, son of Con, son of O'Neili; Hugh Og", the son of Briar
sorl of Art O'Neill ; and rnany others of his faithful friends, These wer
they who 'vvent with the Earl. O'Donnell : ,Caffar, his brother, and hj
sister Nuala ; Hugh, the Earl's son, wanting one week of being one yea
old ; Rose, the daughter of O'Doherty, and wife of Caffar, with her sor:

$ugh, aged two years and three months i the . son of his brother
Donnell Og., son of Donnell; Naghton, the son of Calvagh, son o
Donough Cairbreach O'Donnell, together with many of his faithfu
friends. They entered the ship on the festival of the Holy Crogs, il
z\utulnn. k rl+ E "L ,, t_ o .A/ 
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This was a distinguished crew fo.*"gqg qlipj for it is indeed certair
that the sea had not supported, and the wincls had not wafted fron
Ireland, in n:odern tirnes, a party of one Ship rvho would have been m.orl

illustrious, or noble in poilrt of genealogyt or rnore renolryned for deeds
valou.r, prowess, or high achievernenfs than they, if God hact permittec

' tlrenr to remain in their patrimoni.es until their children .should havr
r:eacJred the age of manhood. '!7oe to the heart that rneditated, woe tc

the rnind that conceived, woe to the counsel that decided ofl, the projec
of their setting out on this voyage, rvithout knowing whether they shoulc
ever return. to their native principalities or patrimonies to the end. of 'thr

v'rOfld.
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became the procurator of the Irish clergy. He was probably a member of
rhe Jesuits and was described as such by rhe English who also labelled

him 'the firebrand of Limerick'.

Thc Baron of Dungannon and Caffar O'Donnell were moved ro

another palaceon Monte Citorio but Caffar died in the middle of Sept-

ember and was buried with his brother in San Pietro in Montorio.
The Corpus Christi procession was Maguiret last officid appearance

in Rome and hc left nvo days later for Naples which was then a depend'

ancy of Spain. He may have been sent by O'Neill to promote the idea of
another cxpedition to Ireland or rhere may have been simply a more

persond reason as rhe Spanish ambassador had refrrsed to give him any

financial help. He had approached the Spanish ambassador at the end

of May, who duly reported the encounrer to Madrid, 'There is another

noble with them, called Maguire, who is vcry imporranr in his own

country. He says that he had done great scrvice in Ireland for Your

# Majcsty and thar lFhas lost great essrtes. He wishes rhat Your Majesry

givc him a gr?nt ' Maguire, and MacGowan who had accornpanied him
to Naplcs, were seizcd with 'a wild and raging, painful and harmful

ferrer' and after swen weeks therc they had set out for Genoa where they
*died on rz August 16o8. They were buricd in rhe Franciscan monasrery

in thc ciry in the habit of that Order. The Four Masters described

Maguire an en 'intelligent, comely, courageous, magnaminous, rapid-

marching, adventurous man, endowed with wisdom, personal beaury

and all the othcr good qualiftcations'.

6 Ciandin recordcd these tragic deaths as hc best knew how as a

trained lrish anndisc 'It may well be believed that it was not through

good fortune or the best of f*e that it happened to Ireland that so many

of the choicest of the descendana of MII Easp{inne died suddenly, one

after anbther, in a foreign and strange land, far removed from their

native land.' O Cianlin followed the generally accepted view then, both

in Ireland and in Spain, that rhe Irish were descendant from Spanish

invaders who senled in Ireland and, interestingly, the Irish in Spain,

both students and others, unlike the English Catholics rhere, were grven

Spanishnationdity. A . ,4" '/k fu "'4 
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O'Regan, Roman Religious and Ceremonial Music in the time of the Earls

LITURGICAL EVENTS ATTENDED BY THE EARLS IN ROME, 1608
(as chronicl"d bv@c c ct r REs ( /(fe xt cre 1a

Ascension Thursdav: Papal benediction from the loggia in front of St. Peter's
Vieil of Pentecost: First Vespers in the Cappella Sistina
Pentecost Sunday: Mass and Second.Vespers in S. Spirito in Sassia
whit Mondav: procession of orphaned girls eiteile) at s. spiriro in sassia
Canonisation of S. Francesca Rornana at SL Peter's Basilica
Trinitv sunday: Irish ladies received by the Pope. procession by religious
and young clergy to S. Francesca Romana (aka S- Maria Nuova)
corpus christi: the Earls carried.the canopy over the pope and monstrance

during the Papal procession around St. peter's Square
12 June Visit to the seven maior basilicas
I August S- Pietro in Vincula: patronal feastday
15 August Assumption: S. Maria in Trastevere: patronal feastday
24 Augwt S. Bartolomeo (Tiber island): pafonal.feastday
3 September Special procession from S- Maria degli Angeli to S- Maria Maggiore
5 September Special procession from S. Maria.sopra Minenra to S. Maria della Pace
29 September S. Michael the Archaneel: Sant'Angelo in Borgo: patronal feastday
4 october St. Francis of Assissi: s. Francesco a Ripa: patronal feastday
1 November *ry;,,|#ff;f5"r$;|;, ad Martyres (the Pantheon): patronal feastday:

13 November St. Gresorv the Great: s. Gregorio Magno: patronal feastcray

25 MAY: On Pentecost Sunday there was a splendid station and an indulgence for all sins in the
great church of Santo Spirito: Ttre princes came to Mass and vespers there. There was a divine
service, the rnost beau-tiful in all Cfuistendorn, in the church with many worthy priests and exalted
prelates, and a ghoir the qlq-st excelle,nt in the world: also two or three pairs of sweet rnusical oreans.
and rnan;v. instnrngnts of music and harmonv besides (gussin gc6raigh channtaireihta ba 16r di"*
/heabas issin doman go na p€ire n6 a ttri d'orgdnoibh cedlmara comhmbinni go ro-imat
d'innstramainntip miisici agw cirtil cenmothd sin). [Translation paul Walsh]

29 MAY: On Thursday, the twenty-ninth day of May, 1608, the anniversary of the day on
which the Holy Father, Paul V, was crowned, Cardinal Borghese sent one of his nobtemen as a grand
messenger to invite the lords to solemn Mass which, in honour of the holy Father, was celebrated in
the great church of Saint Peter; A position of honour and a fitting place was selected for them close to
and near the Pope. They, and the ambassador of the King of Spai[ and a great number of other great
princes, were in the sarne place. Beautiful, splendid, reveren! remarkable, and wonderful was the
precious Mass which was celebrated there. His Holiness the Pope himself said it and offered the Body
of Christ- On either side of him was the melodious. sweet choir. the most harmonious in all
Christendom. To increase the glory and the solemnity of that particular day, a noble, wonderful, holy
woman named Saint Francesca Romana, rvho rvai in the city two hundred years before, was
canonised. [..-] it would be tedious to narrate all the state, and splendour, and ceremony connected
with her canonization. Whoever had been present at the wonderful sight that was there, might say that
his eyes never saw anything like or similar to it for piety, splendour, reverence, music, earthly state,
and all the other virtues besides. When the Mass and the ceremony was finished, the holy Father gave
a holy blessing to all Catholics who were present- He went to his palace after that- Then the trumpets
of the euard. horse and foot. were sounded. and the drums beaten.
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