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BIOGR.API{ICAL hTOTtr

When Or,veny IMac Rory O Moore, Chieftain of
Leix, held his stronghold in " the castled crag " of
Dunamase, his name was one that struck terror into
the heart of the invading Gal1. IJnder his leadership
the Seven Septs of Leix waged incessant war against
the planter and settler to whom their feitile acres
offered a perennial invitation. Again and again the
invader was repulsed: O Moore and his clansmen at
the Pass of Plumes and at Moinin na Fola-near
Ballyroan, gave Queen Elizabeth's emissaries ever)'
reason to regret having undertaken their subjection.
After O Moore's death in 16oo the Seven Septs did
not fare so well, and eventually Mountjoy pianned
and carried out their transplantation from Leix to
" remote districts in I(erry ".

The members of the O Lalour clans uprooted from
their ancestral homes, at this time numbered in all
eighty-seven. C)f these the chiefs were:-Hugh and
Domhnal Mac Seaghan O Lalour, Donough and Hugh
Mac Diarmuid O Lalour, Domhnal Ntlac Theig
O Lalour, Donogh Mac Domhnal O Lalour.

Subsequently, when occasion offered, the men of
I eiv forro'hl their rvav inch hv inch back to thcir old
territories and finally regained much of their lost
1ands.

Thus it was that James Fintan Lalor, " the real
I?-evolutionary of '48 " , was born in the townland of
Tenakill, Abbeyleix, where generations of his forbears
had flourished. The fathcr of this great lrishman,
Patrick Lalor, \,vas not an obscnre individual: indeed
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tsIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

it was he who made the Lalor name famous for the
first time in modern history. In r83r he launched a
campaign against the Tithe system refusing to pay
the sunrs claimed by the local clergyman. Followlng
his example and precept, the entire countryside resisted
this unjust thx; and at Carrigshock an engagement
between poiice, process-servers, and military, on the
one hand, and a determined gathering cf men armed
with spades and pitch-forks on the other, brought
matters to a climax. Patrick Lalor, then member of
Parliament for Laoighis, \,vas examined before a
Parliamentary Committee, and in a well-expressed
statement, justified his principles and policy on the.
whoie question of Tithes. Sorne four years later the
Tithe Commutation Act was passed by the British
Parliament, and afforded some relief to the struggling
peasantry.

Patrick Lalor was a man of rigid honesty and iron
rvill. His loyalty to O,Connell through ail the
vicissitudes of the great Liberator's career \ /as
unfailing; and until the Repeal movement degenerated.
under the John O'Connell regime, patrick Lalor
continued to be a well-known figure in the House of
Commons and in Conciliatio,n Hali.

Charles Gavan Duffy's cryptic notes in the Nalion
on several Irish members of Parliament, at the time of
the General Election of. 1847, include the following : _

" P. Lalor. An honest man. Retired in disgust."
Patrick Lalor married Anne Dilion, and on roth March,
r8o4,*" their eldest son, James Fintan was bo,rn. His

first name is b. family one; Fintan comes frorn the
patron saint of the parishes Raheen, Mountrath andBallyfin-in thb first-named. of which the Lalor
chiidren received baptism. There are few families in
I-aoighis without 'a . Fintan,. The great aUU", S,.Fintan (5zS-Sgo) is sti1l revered in that county; and
the ruins of his monastery, situate about a miie and
a half from Mountrath, serve to recail the golden afeof piety, and its sad eclipse

,The early schooling of Fintan Laror must have been
of- a desultory nature. He did not attend the hedge_
.schools, then fairly numerous, but received sometuition from ,, poor-scholars ,, residing from time to
time in his father,s house-Tenakili. For the mostpalt he was self-taught, and states more than once that
he was unlettered and unread : ., f have all my life
suffered from a dearth of books.,, ,. I f,"rr" uit *ylife been destitute of books.,, Notwithstandi.rg ailthis, he entered Carlow Lay Coilege* with a fair know_
iedge of general literature, and 1n acquaintance_at
least-with the classics. Dr. Kinsel1a, then president
o{ ,1" Coliege, placed ,, the new boy,, under the careof Maurice Lenihan who, though ialor,s junior by
three ye-ars, had already spent trvl years in the Coilege.The two boys shared ; ,oom, ind from l\{aur"ice
Lenihan's Rerminisc.encest we gi.un some knowiedgeof Fintan Lalor,s foimative y*rr. When he eniered.
College (r825) he was ,, undersized, r,veakiy and ratherdeformed " having had spinal trouble since childhood.

BIOGI{AP}IICAL NOTI] XI

*1809 is sometimes g_iven as the year of Fintan I,alor,s birth,
ancl Arthur Griffi.th, in Notes on M,eagLter of tlte Saord, gi".. igf0.'Ihe date is diffi.cult to verily as theie woi no State if?gisiraiionof Births at that time, an{^^ttre parochial Registrl, 

"f 
'ilh""""

J,alor's birthplace, begins 1820.

+ IVow CoL.(rsce l,llu1re, Cnoc t)eds,
+.The Rerniniscences of a f ournalist, by Maurice l,enihan. LirneyichRcporlcr and Tipperari v tnd,xcator, t866_1869.
ll'Iawyice Lenihan: Hi,storian of , Li.merich, by Rev. FrancisFinnegan, S.J., .. Stud.ies,,, S"pt".irt"r, "i!tiO.'
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for Wordsr,vorth; and in the realm of fiction, he

confessed to a iiking for Scott and Dumas. French
contemporary writers Rousseau, Lamartine, Louis
Blanc interested him, but to Thomas Davis he owed his
most direct inspiration. Like many of his generation
he rvas early caught up in the wave of enthusiasm set
in motion by Davis, Duffy and Dillon in the new
movement for the revival of the national spirit. With
absorbing interest Lalor pored over each successive
number of the Nation, fi.nding in its p-ages the ideals
of manhood and independence he had long sought
for Ireland. " I owe you some gratitude", he said,
in his fi"rst letter to Gavan Duffy, " you have given
me a country."

On leaving Carlow Coliege, Lalo'r was apprenticed
by his father to Dr. Jacob of Portlaoighise. He had
shown zrn aptitude for chemistry as a school-subject,
and it was thought that he would continue its study
under Dr. Jacob and eventually become a chemist or
a doctor. He resided at Dr. Jacob's house and made
it his custom to ride over to Tenakill fbr week-ends.
At home he spent much time in a 1ow, attic-like room
under the eaves of the o1d house. Stuffed close with
books and papers, scantily furnished, this " den ",
under the roof, was Lalor's place of escape. The house-
ho1d, co,mprising ten younger members, must have
been noisy and often disturbing. Here in the attic-
room he felt secure from interruption-his mother
usually shielding him from annoyance by his small
brothers. At this tirne his heaith must have been

normal as, we are to1d, he was accusto,med to rise at
dawn and take a swim in the river, even in winter.
It would seem th'at his bronchial trouble-iater so
detrimental to his life's rvork-had not then developed-

xtll

He was short-sighted and, says Leniha\, " iii-adapted

to the wear and tear of school-1ife." His physique

precluded him from sharing the games and hardy

Lxercises of the boys: through ill-health he was often

conf,ned to his room and unabie to attend class' But

even so, he was not idle' The books he admired' he

read and re-read, making careful notes' The writings

of Bolingbroke he studied very carefully at this time'

and told Lenihan that he greatly admired their sty'le'

According to his companion " life passed for Lalor

in a uery monotonous fashion ". Yet his college days

were not unhappy, and his inward life-now and

always so intense and unshared-progressed peacefuily

and fruitfully. The Coilege Debating Society gave

the students constant practice in public speaking and

Lalor, in spite of his natural diffidence, gave early

indications of his argumentative powers' At this time

the Coilege mS.gazine, Tlae Oracle, flourished under

the eclitorship of Dr. Kinse11a. " At one o'c1ock each

Sunday," says Lenihdfl, " all the students, ecclesias-

tical and lay, assembled to hear read the best essays

rvhich Tke Oracle gave forth, with the running

commentary of the gifted E,ditor'" Unfortunately
copies of The Oracle, of this period, have not been

prls"rrr"d, and many youthful effusions by Lalor'

Lenihan and their contemporaries, are lost to us'
-fhough each boy wrote under a pseudonym, it should

not be difficult to identify the 'prentice hand that

later penned Tke Faitlt of a Felon'
E,ngU=tt writers-Srvift, Addison, Bacon, and

\{ilton were studied and admired by La1or, and

undoubtedly the first-named had some influence in

forming his style. In a conversation with Father

I(enyon he, later, admitted to an intense admiration

;;,
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XIV BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

I{e had no speciai companion amongst his brothers.
Later Richard, the youngest, was to share in Fintan,s
activities in the national cause-

I{is apprenticeship to Dr- Jacob ended very precip_
itately. After having spent some eighteen months
pursuing the study of chemistry he suddenly aban_
doned it, and set out for France. The horse, given
him for the purpose of his weekly visit to TenaLill,
was sold to defray the expenses of the journey to
France. It is needless to record. patrick Lalor,s
extreme displeasure at this arbitrary behaviour of his
eldest son. It proved to be but the first of many
instances of Fintan's casting off the yoke of paternil
authority.

Lalor, was at this time covetous of experience,
action, adventure. His revolutionary sympathies led
him to the French capitai where he must have
lived over again, in fancy, the crowded hours of
r78g. Though his tastes were never extravagant, his
travels cost money, and he wbs forced to seek remit_
tances from home, where his mother was alwavs readv
to help him. She kept him supplied with the necessan,
funds, and made him feel sure that, through her
mediation, his father l,vould welcome him home to
Tenakiil. No detailed account of Lalor,s tour in
France, or of the acquaintances he made there, is
available. No documents relating to this period of
his life have been preserved.*

Patrick Lalor was returned as member of parliament

BIOGRAPI-IICAL NOTE xv

for Laoighis in rg3z. It is quite likely that during
this election campaign Fintan_no* ho*" againi
began to take an active interest in national politics. It
is clear that his interpretation of iife in lreland, helped
by ail that he had heard and observed in Fran.., ,o*
took definite shapre. The dire state of the small foi*"rs
throughout Ireiand-set'fs and slaves in their own
country-kindled his zeal for reform. The whole
question of Tenant Right became for him a paramount
national question, and he bent his thoughts and effortsin the clirection of organising and lnstructing the
farrneis in his neighbourhood. He was himself a tilrerof the soil and a son of tillers of the soil, and he
could not live unmoved by the desperate conditions
under which the peasantry then ekeJ out a miserable
existence. The system of Land Tenure then in vogue,
was part of the foreigners, system_the 1aw of the"Gait
as opposed to the law of the Gael. ft was an alien
code inferior to the democratic, co_operative clan
system of ancient lreland. In a word_ii was part of
the " civilisation,, of the Conquest. And it L".u_"
Fintan Lalor's mission to Repeal the Conquest and
give the Gael back his ancient heritage.

About this time Fintan Lalor's mother died, and
he became restless and eager for r,vider spheres and
more congenial work. He went to Dublin and triecl
to earn an independent livelihood by private tuitions.e But he #as barely able to support himseif. Ir"irrrJi.
capital, at this time was poverty_stricken and drab_
as Thackeray, Carlyle, and other trbveilers of theperiod record. Catholic Emancipation had been
gained, but the great masses of the people felt little,if any, amelioration of their lot. The professions and

*The present Editor was fortunate in securing all the traditional
r999rc19 possessed by the Lalor family, and in' h"ri"s ;;;;;J;all letters extant, through the kindness of lVtrs. f,rtor_fttrpllii"ll
Tenaki1l, Fhtan l,alor's niece, who died in 1989. But i"t"i-"ti"J
prior to 1847 is vague, and. letters of Lalor and. his 

"o"t"-p*"ri"Jare, for the most part, uadated and unsatisfactory for the 
"hr-;;:l";:
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the Civil Service were thrown open to Catholics and
they were free to stand for Municipal and Parliament'
ary representation. But in the capital glaring extremes
of viceregal pomp and utter poverty were common,
rvhile the brooding shadows of want and disease

lurked in the background. Some years were to. elapse

before the fu1l effects of Emancipation, of Father
Mathew's crusade, and of Thomas Davis's lifework
became manifest.

In the autumn of r845 Lalor applied for the position
of Teacher bnd Librarian in the Mechanics' Institute,
Belfast. His letters of recommendation from Dr.
Robert Cane, Mayor of KilkennY, Dr. Thomas Brady,
Professor of Medical Jurisprudence, Coilege of
Physicians, Dublin, Dr. James N. Waishe, Ballinakill,
and from Archiboid Fitzpatrick, M.R.C.S.I', certify
his character and qua1ifi.c?ltions. They state that " he

is a moral man, a man of integrity and honour without
reproach " and fully " suited to fi-ll the office of
teacher and librarian ". Dr. Fitzpatrick credits him
with " a knowledge of classics, general literaiure, some

of the sciences particuiarly elementary and agricultural
chemistry ". Those testimonials were cherished by
La1or, preserved by him amongst his papers, buried
for a time in a Tipperary garden, and having crossed

and re-crossed the Atlantic, they are now in the
National Library of lreland.

Accounts vary as to Lalor's stay in Beifast. That
he was successful in obtaining the post in the
Mechanics' Institute is fairly evident. Letters from
his brothers and friends at this time were addressed

to him at 63 Great Patrick St., Belfast, and also to
Mary St., Belfast.* Early in 1847 he wrote his first

--

xvl
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BIOGRAPHiCAL NOTE xvii

letter to Charles Gavan Duffy, Editor of the Natiott.
This letter was written from his home in Tenakill.

It is interesting'to note that an earlier draft of
Lalor's famous letter to " The Landowners of Ireland "
(April rgth, 1847) was written tn 1844, and is still
extant,i€ It covers some fourteen quarto pages and
is incomplete. There are corrections in Fintan Lalor's
writing, but the text is written in a careful, boyish
hand. It forms the basis of the letter entitled. A Nezu

Nation (page Z) l:ut the style of the composition is not
as virile and persuasive as that of the published Letter.
He may have written it with the intention of sub-
mitting it to the Nation or to some local paper; there is
however, no known published writing of Lalor's prior to
January, t8t7. In the r844 MS. he seeks the founding
of an Agricultural Society to forward the interests of
farmers, and looks askance at the development and
extension of manufacture " more especially manu-
facture depending on a foreign market for existence
or prosperity. To any man of molal feeling " he

writes, " to any man who is in faith and feeling a

Christian, to any man who has preserved uncorrupted
the smallest portion of the original sensations, or:

the sympathies and antipathies of human nature, a
manufacturing system such as it exists at this
day in E,ngland, when it is anaiysed bnd examined
in detail, is far from being a gratifying subject
of contemplation, whether as regards moral or
material results.

" It creates and accumulates and crowds together into
one fi1thy and fermenting mass, the most miserable
and vicious and insecure and dangerous population
that ever yet existed upo,n earth, or that ever will, I

-i."l"tP.1let@
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do hope, for the sake of human hilppiness, exist again
in any time or co,untry. They pass their 1ives, from
the cradle to the coffin, shut up from the sun and the
sky and the air, working in the furnace and the
factory, dweiling in the filthiest lanes of a filthy town
amid everything that is most offensive and disgusting,
and revolting, and abominable, to the hum'an senses.
The very air they breathe is a stench and a poison.
Natural health in the fuli sense of the r,vord, they
never have. Their life is one long disease by early
iabour and eariy profiigacy."

Such a st-ate of degradation he fears would foilow
a similar development of manufacture in lreland.
" And should it ever ", he says " come to be a question
amongst us whether we shall cease to export cotton
cloth tc cther countries, or to grow corn for our. own-
r,vhether those who work in the factory shall cease to be
multiplied, or those who work in the fields shall cease
to exist-or should the question arise in its extreme
shape-should it be whether the manufacture of cotton,
or the manufacture of corn shall cease altogether-
whether the loom or the piough shal1 stand stiil in this
land-lvirether grass shall cover the fields of Ireland
or the streets of Manchester, I do hope and trust that
the question will be considered and decided on other
principles than those of that vile hnd vicious political
philosophy which looks aione to public wealth-to
money and the things which are bought with money,
without reference or regard to other thipgs of higher
account in the true economy of states, than even
rnealth; things more essential to national happiness,
greatness and stability, than even wealth, things
which money cannot buy, and for the loss of which
no amount of public wealth can compensate."

Thus he defends the agricultural state and ends his
treatise in ironic vein: " Nor do I mean to say that
the mhnufacturing system ought not to be encouiaged,
that the greatest possible extension of that system
ought not to be encouraged-that such extension is
not rvorth any effort or any sacrifice-except the
sacrifice of an agriculturai popula.tion. I do not dispute
or deny the moderation and modesty and reasona.ble_
ness of the demands made on us by the mhnufacturing
interest, r.vhich demands are merely these-thai
England sirall manufacture everything (except corn)
for the whole world, and shall continue to, do so
for ever; that no other country shail ever manu-
facture anything even for itself, that their present
markets shali be retained and new markets created,
at any expense of blood and treasure, of national
justice, or of public moraiity, colonies founCed,
defended and kept-with their consent or against
their will-armies kept up, navies kept up, and
the sword used without scruple or stint, *lr.r"r",
it may be necessary to gain a market or to defend a.
market. Such are the constant demand.s of the
manufacturing system and I do not wish to say that
they are otherwise than most moderate and modest
and reasonable."

The value of this manuscript is considerable; it
indicates the growth of Lalor's econo,mic theories in
the years preceding his entry into public iife. It i1lus_
trates too-when compared with his published letters
in thc Nalion and lrish Felon, the development of his
prose sty1e. The loose, somewhat too ,,eloquent,,
diction of this early product crystaliised, iater, into the
crisp prose of his mature r,vork. At his best he deserves
to rank rvith the masters of E,nglish prose. The structure

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE xlx
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of his sentence, though unstudied, is perfectly adapted
to his theme-glowing, enkindiing phrases alternate
with slolv deliberate and logical statements of fact.
When engrossed with his argument he emphasises

and repeats with a refrain effect-a11 with subtle grace
and verve of movement.

Two events hastened the ternpo of Fintan Lalor's
life at this time. One was the advancement of the
national campaign of Davis and his colleagues: the
second was the overrvhelming calamity of the Famine.
Undoubtedly the latter event was not unprecedented
and unforeseen. Fro,m rB45 on there had been failure
of the potato crop in certbin districts throughout
Ireland, and in several European countries. Nothing
having been done in Ireland by an alien government-
no scientifi.c effort having been made to arrest the spread
of the potato blight, it grew with cumulative virulence
in the ensuittg years.

Michael Davitt points out* that O'Connell foresa'v,
and endeavoured to avert the Famine disaster as early
as 1845. He sent a deputation to the then Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland (Heytesbury) to point out the
necessity for taking measures similar to those taken by
the Executive of the lrish government at the time of
t-he i74o-4t F'amine. O'Connell's demands were: all
exports of grain to be stopped, and ports of Ireland
thrown open to the importation of foreign food; distill-:
ing and brewing to be suspended, and a loan of a

miiiion-and-a-half of money to be made to lreland on
the security of the annual proceeds of the woods and
forests. " These timely ?lnd practical proposais " says
Davitt " were, of course, rejected by the English
government."

xTha Fall, of Feuclalism 'in lreland,, page 53.

xx
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Looking back, after a century's lapse, wittr an
impartiai mind, one is forced to accept the fact that
the whole poiicy of English government in lrelancl was
then hostile to the lrish people. Acts of parliament,
Reports of Commissions, the articles on Ireland in the
Times llnd other newspapers, all betray a callous com-
placency. " Remedial measures', took the form of
Coercion Acts and wholesale clearances. The Famine
vzas looked upon as a timely intervention of providence
to speed up the extermination of the dangerously
numerous Irish peasantry. Provided the interests of
the Landlord garrison were safeguarded, the cruel
horrors of Famine and Fever might sweep across the
land unheeded.

When Lalor wrote his first letter to the Editor of
the Naliorz, he was consumed by a desire to end the
desolation he saw all about him. He claafed at his own
powerlessness, but threw himself heart and soul into
the work of winning over the Nalion and the
Confederation to his plan for an agrarian revo,iutio,n.
He feit his inadequacy for the task, but that did not
deter him. " Inability to do a great deal is but a poo,r
reason or apology for doing nothing,, he had pre-
viously said, and all his life he acted with the idea in
his mind that no matter how tremendous the obstacles
in his path, he must never waver, never weaken.

The proposal put forward by Lalor came as a clarion-
call to the members of the Confederation. Ftris letter
fo Charles Gavan Duffy, January ttth, fi47, was not
immediately published, but was passed aioun.d
amongst the active members of the Confcderation. A
very spate of correspondence foliowed, and Laio,l had
to write individually to Doheny, McGee and others to
expand, o,r explain his proposzLls. The following letder

x)rt
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to Thomas D'Arcy McGeex- has not been published, in
erlenso before; and it is undoubtedly of value in its
explanation of Lalor's attitude to Repeal:_

perfect, reinforce, strengthen and carry both. Onthe retative merits and iirporil;; ;i ii"l"*rtiJ#
-the risht to the Jand,'u,rJ tL-righ; i;"j"si.:lation, consideringtt 

"- ioi-a_mori"rrt as different,you and I may differ but need ,roi-qourr.t. It isnot at-present a matter of any consequencei*norcan it become so exc:pt Uy_."il" .it.mpt or agree-ment on the part of 
-the-Confederatron 

to carry
_f,geat, by. making u i"usu. ;iihl[l;";;r;;;;wrrhout stipulatinb for fill u"a .f".1i*.;;:;;ttyof tenure. But I am sure no such infamous arrange_ment will ever be offered, accepted, or entered intoby the Confederatron.

['4y principle is this: that the entire ownershil,rof Ireland moral u"a ,"ul"r;"i^;;"i; the sun ancld'rvn to the ..rtr.il11:-rj.d du iisil.i;;h;;J.of Ireland-that they and rione but they are land_owners and iawmakers of this*istand,; ifr#.rjl
liy,' i., po{. by them ;;;li #Jvoid, and atltrtles to land are invalid ,ot .orri.rred or con_firmed by them; and tt 

"t tir" i,rff"d*Irt of o,,vnersmav and must be .asser_ted ""d-;;i;n."q b;;;.;and atl means which G.J h; ;;;-r" rhe poweiof man.
Do you assent to.my- principle in its fuil integritv

?,f^.:-1:':hip of the- land ;; ;;ii^;, i;il;trfi;;i
r. uur' re?Son mav assent, yet, your feelings revolt.N.orv,listen. There was in ireiJnJil\'aa7 

^certainSir_ Charies Coote. He boughi"f""j, in lreland.and phid for them too with f?ra u"J,teel. Thereis now in this country ;"-r\ii"^Jthi, Si. ChariesCoote, his lineal clescendant, who holds his IanCand stands in his shoes_wheth., 
"r^i"t he treadsin lris footsteps. His rents 

"r" U"y"a d4o,ooaa year. The tenantry of his.,n""y 
"riut", thirgir_

:j::^tl,;:-::1nty paid up rheir rents tast N"v"_L?I,were torced to paylh.-, 
"rrd 

are now tzr"rlrli"gto death. To fir" Rehef n "J "f-^tf.e 
parish heresides in, he gave thirty p"r"ai_l'f 6 per cent.
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" Tenakill,
Sal., March 3otk.Dnen Sn,

Your letter of the gth inst. I i:eceived. onWefn_eqday last. J was gl:rd to ,"c.ive lt, ]o, i.,
[:* t ]:O altogerher giv"en up the 

"d"u "ih;il;i:T-rm:. lJufl.y; and was about investing mynmlred means rn money, talent and capacitl, tir
I_?i_k: ,in ano,ther underiaki"g., iuh"" your ietterarrlved.

It gives me the _greatest sitisfaction to learn thatso many of the Council lglee with me i" ,;;;;:
?1:Tg, the,,indisputab_le 

. 
ri!1rt of 

:ii" 
peopie of

rre_Land rn the soil of lreland, to have n"a tb frotJin fee from God and from U;- uto"";_and thepresent and pressing recessity of 
""for.i"g.-th;iilill.^,-If -?iru, D"illon, Mii.r,"i "rj""t; R",nu;

yorl"rl,,,und yon, be fuily agreed on the matter,It rs settled; because, though the six names area minority of the Council, yit they lor_ :r major_rry or the rvnters and speakers, so far as I 
-am

informed. Indeed among the ."iulrrirrg members,I can recollect the name 6f ,ro otie, 
"ar\rrr, ,ro. oJ

*ly ,speaker except Barry, O'Gorman, andrreagrrer.
I regret to perceive that you seem to have in

::f:.r^d.gree,mis.conceived- my -.o,l;,.rg, u,rJrnrentron. I don, t want to make of the"tenurequestion the main.toplc of the Conf"d".ati";. ^i
don't want to make-Repeal ="bs"i"i."t to landinterests. I don,t wish_'far iro", it_to considerthe 

. 
two ou-estions as antagonistic. I wish tocombine and cemret the i;;;;;;";;,'r#t ;;

*This letter is referred. to in the i"tt", t.Jono itrit.t 
"t, 

pG aS.
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on his annual income. To no other parish did he
give one penny though his estates arb everywhere.

You may however think it hard that many land-
lords different from Coote in character and
conduct should lose their lands. But recollect.
that I wouid make freland, in fact, as she is in
rigltt, mistress and queen of all those lands-that
she,is a lady of softheart and grateful disposition
and may reward, allegiance, may confer new titles
or confi.rm the old.

On the relative merits of the tr,vo questions I
never wished or meant to " cut down,, Reoeal
(in the best sense of the term not in its .rrigu,
acceptation), nor to put its importance in co'm-
petrtron, or contrast with that of the land question.
A11 I meant then, or now, to say is this--that the
land question contains, and the legislative question
does not, materials from which victory is manu-
factured; and that therefore, if you be desperately
in earnest and determined on success, it ii on th-e
forrner question, no,t on the latter, that the battle
must of necessity be fought.

Private reasons bar the way of my going to
Dublin for the present: but I am as-anxio,u-r as
you can be to have a few hours' conversation with
yog _gnd the other Confederates, and will go to
Dublin as soon as f can."

The leaders of the Confederation were impressed
by the " startling programme " put forward by this
unknown patriot, and many of them-Mitchel and
Reilly-were completely won over to his doctrine. But
still they hesitated: it was sti1l possibie, they argued,
to win over the best of the Landiord c1ass. William
Smith O'Brien had come over to Repeal, and later to
the Nation party and to the lrish Confederation, and
many others whose true nobility of character, and Irish
blood, had forced them to cho,ose the Nation's side in

{rnntrlnmtln?xmnmmnnnm mnnnniinnnnnnnnnn
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the crisis. And so, one last effort must be made to win
the support of the landiords, one last appeal made to
" the lords and gentlemen " of the land tq stand with
Ireland against England and help to form a new social
system-a new Natio,n. H:ld they but known it, the
Landlord community of this island were, in that hour,
given the option of pronouncing sentence of iife or
death on their own class. Forty years later, the sen-
tence then tacitly pro,nounced by them, was put into
execution.

Early in April r847-at the suggestion of Gavan
Duffy, Lalor addressed the Landowners of Ireland in
a letter to the Nation.* It took the form of A ProPosal

for an Agricultural Association belzaeen tlte Land-
ozuners and Accupiers. It was a well-reasoned plea for
unity in the hour of Ireland's extremity-its vigour
and fi.re carrying a live current from the heart of the
writet to his pen. By this one treatise alone Lalor earns

a distinguished place amongst thinkers and teachers
on social questions.

Following this came the Nation letters entitled
Tenanls' Rig/tt and Landlord Laza, and A Nalional
Council.t

About this time Lalor resided at 98 Great Britain
(now Farnell) Street, Dublin. He was constantly
occupied with interviewing individuai members of the
Confederation, and in expounding his policy in the
clubs. He directed his efforts towards preparations for
a possible No-Rent movement in the harvest. That his
friends amongst the Confederals5-Qav3n I)uffy,
Mitchel, McGee, and Rei11y withheld their rvhole-

hearted co-operation was a source of bitter chagrin to

him. They all, individualiy agreed with his plans, but
*P. 7. f Pp. 26 et passim.
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for reasons-.not convincing to his mind-they tempor.
ised. " My opposition to Lalor's poiicy,, wrote Gavan
Duffy,* " was based not on moral, but on strictly
political grounds. I believed it had not the siightest
chance of success." Smith O'Brien was of the oninion
that Lalor's doctrines if adopted, or even countenanced
by the Alation " would dissiphte all hopes of winning
any section of the gentry ".t Father John Kenyon,
later a very important member of the Confederatt:
Council, accepted Lalor's plans, and hejd firm1y to
the belief that the wrongs of the tenant-farmers could
only be redressed by revolutionary measures; but he
thought the time had not yet come.

No word of censure of his co-workers in the National
Cause was uttered by Lalor at this juncture. In his
Letter lo f okn Mitchelt he gave vent to his indignation,
but in no published writing did he express the bitter
disappointment he felt. He had dwelt long on his
revolutionary proposals before making them public,
and not only did he think that the time had come for
action, he thought it too long overdue. His feelings
had been harrowed and appalled by the scenes he
witnessed every day in the Famine-scourged country.
His pride ?s a man and an lrishman, had been outraged
by seeing the dehumanising effects of clearances and
coercion on his unfortunate neighbours.

Esasperated by his own impotence in the face of so
urgent a demand, he determined to take steps in
his own county and in the neighbouring counties, to
arouse the farmers to action. He had had ietters from
various men of influence in Cork, Limerick, Tipperary

*My Li.fe in Two

tlbi,d., p. 239.

Hemispheres, p. 243. r
lPage 42.

and Clare and determineC on calling a representative
meeting at Fiolycross, Co. Tipperary. Michael Doheny,
a native of the latter county, p{omised to give his
support. The first step was to be the formation of a
League of Tenants; the next would be the collection
of a fund without which the movement could not
develop. Lalor wrote to his o1d school-friend Lenihan
then editor of a prosperous Limerick newspaper, to
enlist his support. Two letters from Lalor,. at this
period, were published by Lenihan in his Reminiscences
twenty years later. They are as follor,vs : -

" Dear L. I send you a printed copy of the
requisition with some additional names in writing.
There are many outstanding lists which have n8i
as yet been sent in. But indeed I never troubled
ryprse]f to get names. Ten names are quite as
efrective as ten thousand, to authorise andiegaiise
the meeting.

The amount to be paid
depend on my conscience.
rna.l'ie it as liberhl as I can.

Dear L.,
" Cashel (en route) l\4cnCay.
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does not, of course,
I shall endeavo,ur to

F aithfully yours,

J. F.L."

You may 
-now at l:ngth announce thir.t a county

meeting to form a Tenant League wiil be hoideir
at Holycross on Sunday, the ninEteenth of Septem-
ber.^ The requisition is most extensively signed.
Irr fact I could get ro,ooo signatures if I &ose.A 4eputation fro,m Cork Leigue will attend. I
had a letter from Trenrvith promising to attend . .

To save time and troubie, lviil you tell Fr.
Polver, that I am resolved not to call on or u,rite
to a single priest in the diocese of l{illaloe. I
commit to hitn the task of procuring their sub_
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scription to the requisition,' and their support to
the movement.

I hope to see you in a couple of days' The meet-
ing ht llolycro,ss wi1l, I tirink, be enormous. The
whole South Riding is in the movement.

Faithftrliy youlS,

J.F. L."
When the Igth dar,vned a very large gathering

assembled at Holycross. But there were several

absentees-amongst them the Cork delegation and
Maurice Lenihan himself ! Lalor, as secretary to the
meeting, read the resolutions. " I wish you to under-
stand ", he said, " that if you expect from me anything
mo,re than a plain statement of the general purpose of
this meeting, and of the sense and effect of this
particular resolution, you are much deceived and will
be greatly disappointed. I never have been and never

shail be a professional public speaker, and I am

untrained and untaught. I am nothing mo're than a
plain farmer forced into action by the terrible necessities

of the time and the feelings that rise out of them. But
we have not come here to make or listen to speeches.

We have assembled here to do work; and if the work
be done and r,vell done, it matters little about the words
we may use. My words will pass away and perish, but
your work this day will never pass out of Ireland."

The objects for which he desired to form this League
of Tipperary farmers wete, he stated: to assert the
natural right of the occupying tenants to a suffrcient
share of the crop they had harvested, and to the seed

that lvouid ensure a suffi.cient crop for the following
year. Then he went on to explain the objects and
achievernents of the Ulster Tenant Right League,
asserting again the fundamental right of the people

n,n ;5, ||]T rn m m iln m fr'l m m m iln in ilx illl iltl iltnnmmmnmmmmmn|l1l[|
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to the land of lreland. FIis words were clear and
iogical, but unadorned by any rhetoric. Always he
disliked eloquence and relied on the naked weapons of
truth and jtrstice to enforce his meaning. To himself
his plans and projects were crystal clear; to his rural
audience they sounded abstract-scarcely inteliigible.
" IJnfortunately," writes Duffy,x " he altogether
wanted the physicai gifts which control a multitude,
and he was encountered by Wiliiam Connor, then
known as the Farmer's Friend, r,vho scorned his abstract
theories, and insisted that all that wis wanted was
valuation of rents and perpetuity of tenure. The
fariners leaned to what they regarded as the more
practical proposal, and Lalor received the first of rnan1,
painful lessons how iittle his southern peasants realised
the vision he had conceived of savage wo,lf-dogs ready
to be unmtzzled."

lVleanwhile the Confederate ieaders v;ere watching
the progress of Lalor's propaganda in Tipperary and
in the adjoining counties. Mitchel, in particular was
following Lalor's movements with interest as he fu11y
shared his hopes and ideals. Richard Lalor, now a
rnember of the Confederation, wrote to Fintan (about
three weeks after the Holycross meeting) and mentions
having had a discussion with Mitchel on the subject of
tha.t meeting and its objects. John L{itchel was con-
vinced that the Tenant versus Landlord movement
should be pressed forward, and suggests to Richard that
Fintan shouid have a Centrai Tenant League in Dublin
and endeavour to attract the farmers of the North.

During the winter of '42 Fintan L:rlor confrned his
activities to the counties bordering on Laoighis, and
we are left but scanty records of the concluding months

*My Li.fe in Two Henaispheres, p. 241.
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of that year. Eariy in January ,48 he writes to Tena-
ki1l from Rodney Cottage, Nerv Iient Road, Lon,Jon;
but his business there was evidently of family interesi
only. With his brother Jerome he kept up a sporadic
correspondence: Jeroure wouid seem to have taken
Fintan's spiritual weifare very seriously anti rvrote
sometimes in the tone of a mentor. Richard, on the
other hand writes on matters of national. import, ..r7hsn
he is not simply enclosing a modest ,u- of monev in
response to the frequent requests of his absent brother.
Few letters of Peter Lalor*-of Ballarat fame_seem
to have been preserved by Fint:ln, and none at all from
his father. There was a decided estrangement betr,veen
Lalor and his father, ?lnd about the beginning of ,4g
Lalor left home forbidden by his father to ret'rn rvrrile
he took 

:"U 
Ou.t, in revolutionary movements.
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tion r,vere being sought: clrill, discipline, prepareclness
were in the air.

The enemy_too, watched, armed, and prepared. A
new Act of Parliament, the ', Treason Felony Act,,
was passed, and freedom of speech and freedom of
the press ceased to be. The rltU March *u, a"._"Jby Dublin castle a 1ike1y date for the confederate
insurrection and the authorities there determined to
be ready. New regiments lvere sent for, and in Dubtin
a.lon1 ro,ooo troops occupied large buildings such asthe custom House, the oid parliJment Ho,rJe, Trinity
College, etc. There were continual parades, infantr],
practice, movements of machin" gorrr, and squadronsof cavalry armed to the teeth weie to be met witir allover the city. The sole use made of this magnificentand awe-inspiring army was to escort one ., felon,,,
heavily chained, from Newgate to the North Wall_
one John Mitchel, Editor of the Urcited Iris/ztuan.

t'

. {n 
the 

Tt1"S of '48 the work of organising the Con_
reoer:ate Ulubs was the principal task of Lallr and hiscolleagues. There rvere, how"rr"r, ,ro immediate piu;;for armed insurrection. ,, If opportunity offers, wemust dash at that opportunity,, .uid Laloi ,, if drivento the wa1l, lve must wheel for resistance. Wherefore,let us.fight in September if we may_but sooner if wemust." Some of the leaders wlshea to launch theRising in Dublin, but in view of the increased stlengthof the garrison in that city, they were out_voted. Fewwho had read Mitchel,s ch:rllenging leaders in theUnited lriskmarz were surprisea wnei he was arrestedon r3th May. No untor,r,ard anxiety was felt by hisfriends, as it was .oT-:: knor^rledje that no j"iy ;tIrishmen would convict him. The1, ?ia not foresee all

_.The folJor,ving months brought sweeping changes.
The overthrow of Louis philippe in paris, and 

"the

uprisings in other E,uropean capitals in the early springof '48 turned men's thoughts towards revolution. I;
Ireland sympathy and enthusiasm knew no bounds. In
the ranks of the confederation in Dublin a1i differences
as to policy were forgotten. There were no more
pacifi.sts-silent no\,v were the voices that bade the
oppressed peasant endure his lot in patience. JohnMitchel, who with Devin Reiily and a small b:rnd of
follorvers had started the United lrishman ro urge more
advanced measures than those propagated 6y the
Nation, now rejoined the Confederates. There was a
stir of movement, organisation, determination amongst
the club members. We2pons of any and every d"r.r"ip_

-

*See Appendices, p. 138.
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that " packed juries, partisan judges and perjured
sheriffs " could accomplish.*

John Martin hastened from Newry to replace by his
Irisk Felorz, the suppressed journal edited by his friend
Mitchel. Martin was no revolutionary, but his high
sense of patriotism, and his ioyalty to Mitchel's cause,
forced him to take action. Lalor, Reiily, and Brennan
were the chief writers for the lrisk Felon. The paper
was eagerly bought up*each number being soid out
within a few hours of its issue. " We can't print within
Io,ooo of the number of copies we could sell ", wrote
Lalor to his brother. Five numbers only had been
published, when the plant was seized by the police, and
the office wrecked.

Bundles of the paper, being sold by street vendors,
were seized. Copies in the hands of readers-male and
female, were forcibly snatched from them by the
police, and torn to ribbons.

Side by side with Th.e Irish Felon another organ o,f
the revolution The lrish Tribune was printed. Three
young men O'Doherty, Wiiiiams, and Antiseli edited
and owned this journal. The keynote of both the Felon
and Tribwne was--armed resistance; their avowed and
published plan-insurrection as soon as the harvest
was gleaned. It was indeed a high-souled, a noble
purpose, even though Ireiand at the time was " dis-
tracted, disarmed, and famished " while England was
at peace and at the zenith of her power.

The government did not allow the Confederates to
mature their plans, or choose the time for action. By
the Suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act ali the

Sma1l Farmers of Northern lreland" in th.e eolumns of The flnitud.
Irishman, and drawing them into the Separatist ranks-thus
jeoparilising Englanil's long-distance p1ans.
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leaders and editors, and all Ciub nembers were liable
to arrest. The choice was, therefore, forced on them:
submission and arrest, or resistance. Thus the prepar-
ations were cut short by two months and the rising
precipitated. The oft-told tale of Smith O'Brien's
efforts to launch the revolution in Co. Tipperary makes
sad reading. Yet even if the Insurrection failed as a
practical military enterprise, it was in effect a triumph
for Irish Nationality.

Maiy who record the events of the period-and
especiaily the Fenian writers-repeat the words used by
the English press and refer to Ballingarry as a
" fi"asco ". This very faciie expression is anything but
just. Tg a man of O'Brien's character and disposition
to assume the leadership of an unarmed " army "
with neither " chest nor commissariat " was an act
of heroism. To the desperate men who followed him
for days on foot with little or no food it was indeeC
no " fiasco". To the men in jaii in Dublin, pent up
in the vile and noisome confi.nement of Newgate, cut
off from the fighting units in the country and deprived
of all ner,vs-Juiy '48 was no " fiasco ".

Fintan Lalor who had taken Father Kenyon's place
on the Executive Councii of Five* evaded arrest when
the staff of Tlte lrisla Felon werecaptured. He got away
from Dublin determined to make contact with O'Brien,
McManus, Meagher, Doheny and the others in Co.
Tipperary. In the small black bag he carried were the
balloting papers used in the then recent election of the.
Council of Five. These papers were in Lalo,r's writing
ind were in his possession when he was subsequently
arrested. The police produced them at O'Brien's tr-ial

*The Council, as elected, comprised John B. Di11on, T. F.
Meagher, Rev. John l{enyon, D'Arcy NIcGee, ancl. T. D. Reillr.
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From Nenh.gh Lalor
imprisoned in Newgate.
robust, broke down and
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in Clonmel, and used them against hrm to corrobsrate
the evidence of Dobbyn, the spy. Lalor reached
Borrisoleigh safely, and put up at the ho,use of a
friend. He made unsuccessful efforts to arouse the
people to action, and received no response when he
advised them to atthck Ottway Castie with sticks,
stones, and knives. In a day or two he was arrested
at Ballyhane, some miles from Nenagh by ,, Spiinter',
Malone a very active Sub-Inspector ol po1i." who
probably recognised Lalor from the description given
in the " Hue and Cry " of z1th July. He was esc6rted
toNenagh jail by a strong escort of military and police.
The Nenagh Guardian of August zrrd reponis the
arrest, and adds: "" Mr. Lalor is not compeiled to, use
the prison diet or to wear the prison dress but in other
respects he is treated tire same as all untried prisoners.
He is a diminutive man-high back, of aquiline
features, delicate looking, ?nd about thirty_frve years
of age. There is not any specifi,c charge against t i"._
he being confined under the Habeas Corpus Suspension,
and he r,vill remain in gaol until it is the pLasui" of the
Lord Lieutenant to order his release or trial.,,

Amongst the friends who visited Lalor in Nenagl,
gaol were Father Nichol:rs power* and Maurie
Lenihan. The latter had been asked by patrick La1or,
some time previously, to try and dissuade Fintan from
his '' political courses ". One may easily guess the
manner in which Lalor-a prisoner and helpless in the
hands of his enemies-received the sage counsel of his
cld schooi-fellow !

were spent in bed. Elis fellow-prisoners Martin,
O'Doherty, Wil1iams, and Gavan Duffy visited him
and tried to cheer him. Besides physical weakness, he
suffered despondency of spirit reflecting, day after day,
on the pitiful state of his fe1low-countrymen. He could
see what Mitchel saw when he said : ,, A11 things stood
stili in heland, except the famine, and the , addresses
of confidence' from landlords, ,and the typhus
fever, and the clearing of estates, and the waii.of the
Banshee."*

That Lalor's spirit did survive the long soul-searing
months in prison is a sure proof of his hero,ic nature.
His own y7s1d5-\Mlitten a ferv month5 ggfsls-({ ln
cases like this the greatest crime that man can commit
is the crime of failure " must hav'e mocked him in his
solitude. And from every side came the enemy,s ironic
comments on Baliingarryt and in a thousand rumours
came the word " failure ". Yet his strength of p,urpose,
his fidelity to the people's cause survived. As soon as
his health showed some little improvement, he launched
into a fresh journalistic enterprise, and into a fresh
scheme to renew the work for Irish freedom. While
sti1l in Newgate he discussed his hopes for the future
with Charles Gavhn Duffy, and shortiy after his release
sent the following letter to Duffy then awaiting
triai.

" Dear Duffy,-I know and feel how heavily
your own affairs must be pressing on your mindjust now, yet I cannot heip asking your advice
and opinion as to how I ought to aciunder present

rvas brought to Dublin and
His heaith, now far from

most of his days in Newgate

*Last Conquest of lreland, (Perhaps), page 178.

, ttror a concise accourr.t of this liistoric episod.e see Ballitzparry.
by Donagh }tcDonagh, inT/tomas Dauis and-young lrelana. daitJaby r1{. l. flac}Ianui. t94S

+See Appendix for text of Father porver,s letter to paflr. Lalor
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circumstances, so far as you can give them, which
I kno'v can be but very imperfectly.

I am urged by several parties, of different
shades of green, to join them in a new movement.
I can no longer delay giving an answer, one way
or the other, and acting accordingly, I must step
out or stand by.

There is a very general fermentation going on
belo.,v the surface.* The movement everywhere is
running spontaneously into secret organisation,
and I think natura,l tendencV ought to be aided
not interfered rvith.

A new journal, conducting itself with ptudence
and propriety, would be indispensable to any
new movement. Now on this matter, I wish not to
adopt any course that could interfere with your
intended arrangements in the event of acquittai.
Will you 1et me know your own personal vielvs,
wishes, and feelings, on the subject, as I r,vish to
be guided by them?

We ought to have but one journal, that is clear,
and clear, too, that you should be at the head of
it. Two journals would inevitably create two
parties. Nothing could hinder that. But the
irnmediate estabfishment of a zueehly journal, at
least, if not of a morning one, is required.

Now, why should I conceal it from you ?-my
own fi-rm impression is that you need have little
fear of being taken from lreland, but I am greatly
afrbid they mean, and wili continue, to keep you
in Rich.rrcind wtth O'Brien and the others for the
next eight, or ten or twelve months. For such a

*tr{en of the Con{ederate Clubs met as members of Total
Abstinence Societies in the winter of '48. At a meeting of one
ol these Societies, Lalor drew up and- proposed. the Resolutions,
one of which was wotd.ed as follows :-" To efiect, if pos'-sib1e,

bv the force and. influence of combined- example and exertion a

rrioral. ohvsical ancl social improvement in the cond.itjon ancl

circnnrstlnces of the working classes of the community, in their
mode of living, habits, feeling, and ilomestic 

-economy'"Lalor Papers, N.Tt.L
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case.yqu ought at least be prepared and makingprovision. Is there^ anything t; hinde;-v"lrrrib"ilg proprietor-of a paper" whiie therej;; i;;;wrrflng rts articles ? I can see nothing_nothing
at least that could'not be got over. ?"" .;iA
lot superintend details, but you could ;rrt"
the_more, there would be all tne Aifference.

Your fundt 1nuy probably have failed, U.rrt fhave reasons for 
- 
hbping it ut f""Jr -iuy-"U.

f urnished.'

This letter was received coldly by Gavan Duffy who
stated that " he had no confidence in conspiracy ,;o and
was turning his thoughts towards ,, a patrioi party,,
in parliament. There were, however, many members
of the Dublin clubs who welcomed. the idea of a secret
organisation and who were prepared to support Lalor's
newspaper project. Lodging at Capel Street, he
gathered around him a sma1l but earnest group of
" old " '48 men. It was here Tho,mas Claie i,rby
was first introduced to Lalor. 'Then a law_student inTrinity College he, with a friend named Watson,
joined enthusiasticaliy in Lalor,s project for anothei
rising. To propagate their ideas and raise the fallen
hopes of the people they determined on fo,unding a
new journal; to raise funds for this purpose was the
first step. Luby has left a fairly fuil accountt of the
efforts made by Fintan Laior and his folrowers at this
time. It is clear that a lack of funds and constant
failure of co-operation-where co-operation h:rd been
promised, tried their patience and tested their faith.
Lalor whose health was wretched after his confinement

*My Li;t'e 'in Tuo Hem,isph,eres,

tl,uby's " Recollections " were
in The lr,ish Nation (New york),

p. 315.

g$]iqned as a series of articles
1882-',84.
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in jai1, must have been often on the verge of despair.
Yet his indomitable will kept the fraii body fronr
surrender; and once again " the inability to do a great
dea1" did not prevent him from trying. There were
many mr:etings held-some of a semi-public kind, and
about a thousand men in all were sworn in as members
of the new " Confederation ". At many of those meet-
ings Lalor addressed the gathering* with all hrs

characteristic vigour and clarity-instilling something
of his orvn enthusiasm into the hearts of his hearers. Yet
the cold breath of doubt must often have chillecl
him.

On one occasion he paused, after a speech of much
force, to say in subdued tones:-({ Bs1 I am too apt to
fancy that instead of the acorn, I already see the oak
of the forest rooted deep and brinching rvide."

Joseph Brennan, now also released from prison, was
an activr: organiser with Lalor, Gray, Keatinge, and
Luby; rvith them later were Savage, O'Mahony and
O'Leary. The movement was reviving in Kilkenny,
Tipperaly, Waterford and Cork, and the Dublin clubs
were imbrued with fresh hopes of a general rising before
the follor,ving winter. Lalor and Luby concentrated
their efforts on the raising of funds for the newspaper

-their 
idea being to make the people themselves the

share-holders and the journal the real voice of the
people. But they did not neglect the militant side of
the movement. Lalor, a keen student of military science,
had conceived a plan whereby each company in his
projecterl army would include representatives of the
various trades-skilled men, each a self-supporting

xJoirn O'Leary, present at one of those meetings, says of LaTot :

" A great public speaker, I thiuk he might have been had only
opportunity bfiered." Recollect'ions of Fen'ians and' Feni'ani'sm, p. 36

UUUUUUUUUUUUUW
CIOGI{API.IICAL NOTE

unit of lhe rvirole army. He a1so, Lrrby telis us, hzrd

" a curious plan of forti fred, circular encamplncnts ".
Here again, he shows himself to be in advance of his
Lime.

In prepalation for an appeal to arms in autumu '4g,
Laior and Luby ieft Dublip in July and toured the
North R:iding of Tipperary. Their mission was effec-
tive in r:a11ying the few " good men and true " lvho
stil1 hoped for an opportunity to strike a blow for
Ireland. They planned to spend a few days with
Father I{enyon in Templederry. Their stay, however,
was prolonged owing to Lalor's falling il1 with one of
his ali too frequent attacks of bronchitis. He soon
recovered sufficientiy to leave his bed, and the delay
proved to be a pleasant interlude for the two visitors
and for their host. Luby's description of their stay
under'the priest's hospitable roof, brings us an intimate
glimpse of the three friends. Their long evenings of
jovial g'ood fellowship, the triangle of argument so

gravely upheld, the glancing shafis of Father John's
witticisrns, left in the memories of two, bt least of the
three, zrn afterglow that shone through the years.
Luby, looking back after a quarter of a century feels
again the enjoyment caused by the priest's keen and
incisive humour-always clever but never unkind, and
of Lalor's genial conversation on nhtional, social and
literary topics.

From Templederry, Lalor and Luby visited sur-
rounding villages, and called on the men of influence
who were sympathetic with the nation's struggle. From
llorrisoleigh, by various detours, they moved on to
Limerick, Thurles and back again to Dublin.

At this time the State prisoners-Smith O'Brien,
Meagher, Martin, McManus, O'Doherty and Patrick
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O'Donoghue were in Richmond pending transportation
to Van Diemen's Land. The men of the Dublin Clubs,
with Edward O'Donoghue (brother to Patrick) resolved
to attempt a rescue. At first Laior discouraged their
scheme, but later he and Luby entered fu11y into it.
At the eleventh hour, an urgent message from John
Martin prevented the attempt. Once again, as on the
eve of Mitchel's transportation, the bold resolve of the
younger men was frustrated-in vain their bid for
" an honourable chance of throwing away their
lives ".

September i6th was the date on which a simultaneous
rising in Tipperary and the neighbouring counties was
to t'ake place. A quantity of arms had been procured,
and as the harvest was abundant, no scarcity of food
was feared. The movernent was, from the outset, a
secret one, but few secrets were kept in Ireland at that
time. The Castle and the constabulary were well aware
of the plans of the insurgents: Lalor, Brennan, Gray,
and others were individually shadowed by Dubtin
detectives, and all letters were opened, and re-sealed
in the Post Office. In all points where any considerable
g-athering of armed men was.expected the constabulary
forces were doubled. Lalor, Brennan, Savage, Luby
and O'Leary were in command of small bands of men
in the vicinity of Cashel, and in the Clonmel and
Thurles areas. But they were soon forced to abandon
their attempts: no general rising could be hoped for
in a country now depopulated and bled white by
successive years of famine and misery. A few attacks
on police barracks-as in Cappoquin-had some success,
but they were not followed up by any forward drive.
Arrests were made, and the scattered companies
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dispersed. 'Savage and Brennan left Ireland and found
work to do for Irish freedom in America.*

Lalor was arrested near Clonmel, and was later
removed to Dublin. His release, for health reasons,
was granted towllrds the end of the year.

Thus ended the '4g movement. No obvious victory
had been gained: the starved and ho,meless peasant
was sti1l seeking, in vain, some respite from suffering.
Yet to Lalor, personally, this final effort, gave satis-
faction: by thus striving he demonstrated his belief
that the struggle did not end in '48-that it shoul,J
never end until freedom had been won. It had been his
opportunity to prove his words a.nd to put into practice
the faith that he taught. By this move he checkmated
the fate that had confi.ned him in Newgate the previous
year, while his colleagues took the field. He had
made good his words-reiterated his plan ,,to try a
fall rvith the enemy " and proved that he was not one
of tho,se who " cheer men on to the foot of the breach,
or the foot of the scaffold, and then desert them.,,

Three months later, at the early age of forty, he died
of a severe bronchial attack. On 3bth December, 1849,
his mor:tal remains were accompanied to Giasnevin
cemetel'r'/ by a procession four-deep extending the full
length of O'Conne11 Street.

Gathered around his death-bed his chosen friends
had watched his passing. It would seem that, dying,
he frised into their so'.:ls his own zeal for justice, and
his bitter hate of a system by which a privileged fev,,

_ . +Savage and Brennan, and many more ,48 men, who found. a
haven in America, were_ in great 'neasure responsible for keeping
the Separatist itleal before the minds of tha Idsh in Ameiicai
Most of them rose to high and. honoured'posts in their adopted
country, -and theit d.escendants provided. moral support aaci ,i the
sinews of war " for the Feniaus and for Sinn F6id.
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could trample down the entire peasant population of
Ireland. Thomas Clarke Lubyx and John O,Leary
dedic?ted their lives to the cause for which Lalor hai
so steadfastly worked. They played their parts as
leaders in the Fenian movement, and lived to see
Lalor's ideas given practical effect by Michael Davitt
and the Land Leasue.

Michael Davitt, on his release from Dartmoor deter_
mine.d on waging war against landlord tyranny. ,, It
was " he said of the Nezt Depart?tle ,, to be activeiv
carried on more on the lines of Firrt"r, Lalor,s pri;.ipi;
than on those of Duffy What was wanted was to
link thre land or social question to that of Home Rule.
by malking the ownership of the soil the basis of the
frght for self-government. Tactically it would mean
an atta,ck upon the weakest point in the Enslish hold
on Ireland in the form of a national crusadl against
landlordism, while such a movement would posse-ss the
additional advantage of being calculated to win a
rnaximrum of auxiliary help from those whom the
system had driven out of the country.,,-f

Davitt pursued his campaign with relentless energy,
and brought it to a successful issue. That the l-ana
War did not end British Rule in Ireland as well as
loosening the grip of the landlords, was no fault of
\fichael Davitt's.

When the work of the Land League r.ras being
strenuously carried ot, a Californian journalist_l
Henry George-toured Ireland, and httended manv of
Davitt's meetings. He was the correspondent of john

+For l,uby's reference to the death of Lalorp. I45. See also lenihan's reference

lThe Fall of Feudalism in lreland, p. l2l.

see Append.ices
to same.
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Boyie O'LleilIy's Irisk Ii/ortd." He addressed. manr
meetings on behaif of Davitt,s League and lecturei
in Glasgow, Lcndon and Ameri.u. Hi, book progress
tnd PouerlT published in ig79 achieved world_",rla.fame and was translated l"to several Europ.u,
languages. In it he attacks the whoie system ofprivate property in 1and, ancl shows a tirorough kno,r,v_
iedge of the wider application of Lalor's theJ,ries. Hehas stated that the only book which influenced himwas Fferbert Spencer,s Social Statics; but as he o,ften
paral>hrased Lalor,s words it is aimost conclusive that
he was much indebted to him. Unlike Dinrritt,* ,"hopaid many generous tributes to James Fintan Lalor,
naming him ', the prophet of Irish revolutionary land
reform " and who aclmitted that the proposals put
forward by Lalor .. were seeds sown fo, irroih., g"r,"r_ation'of lrish land reformers,,, Henry George, Tn hispublished r.vritings, never once mentioned lhe Irish_
man's name. Geo,rge_did, however, give the h"b ;his fervid pen to the Land League,'and by hi. .tiorrf
advocacy of their cause in Ameiicar g?v€ an immense
impetus to their work. Thus he ,"puia any debt hemay have owed Ireland for having himself drawn
inspiration from Fintan Lalor,s writi-r.g=.

_ John Devoy, a iife-long worker in the Fenian
Brotherhood, quoted Lalo,r,s views on the land systemin lreland, and held the opinion that reform oi that
system was a necessary preliminary to legislative
independence. Using Lalor,s metaphor once again hesays: " The Agrarian question shouid b" ,r"i* tt"
engine r,vith which to drag l{ome Rule.,, ,, D"rr"v

,*iT!:,!!!".{,{'t!:!:#"f,:;f i:yi,n;;f,"ii:;;,T,,,*"?,?;1?l
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rightly held ", says his biographer,* " that the roots
of Fenianism lay in Lalor: he started the sma1l secrei
society from which Luby and O'Leary built up the
Fenian organisation after the crash of '48. And he
rightly held that Fenianism prepared the way, through
Lalor's gospel, for the L:rnd League."

Parnell inclined, from the outset, to Davitt's
(and Lalor's) attitude to'wards the land question.
Working along different lines he purposed achieving
the same end. Like Gavan Duffy and other Young
Irelanders in '48 he thought self-government the first
essential-land reform a co lateral step. Later Parnel1,
" the embodied conviction of lreland's nationhood "
agreed with Davitt's revolutionary p1ans, and threr,v
his whole weight into the fight against landlordism.
Yet the " divine rliscontent " with which Lalor was
imbued-the stuff out of which the red-hot steel of
revolution is forged-was unknown to the great
Separatist statesman : Lalor , alone would strip and
" bid lreland strip ".on this issue.

The " Land for the People " gained, an era of
material prosperity set in. The rural population r:f
Ireland found themselves enjoying a bourgeois respect-
ability and contentment, and sought only greater
material well-being, and greater security. P. H. Pearse
described the years that closed the nineteenth century as

" the one sickening chapter in a story which has every-
where else some exultation of pride." The golden
heritage of Freedom for which so much had been
gallantiy sacrificed was disregarded. The names of
Tone, Davis, Lalor, Mitchei, Davitt were seldom spoken

*Desmond. Ryan: The Phoenix Flame. 1937,
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-the story of their struggles, their hopes, their aspir-
ations,. forgotten. No Irish schoo,l-boy rea.ding history
as a school subject encountered those heroic names;
aithough he learned in detail the chronicle of men who
were extending the sway of British imperialism in
distant spheres.

James Connolly* asserted that writers of history in
Ireland had boycotted the writings of Lalo,r and
" slurred over his name ". This rebuke would seem to
be justified, but the word " boycott " suggests some-
thing deliberate and calculated. In reality Lalor's
writings and those of Tone and the Forty-eight
patriots were simply ailowed to go out of print
and the prevailing indifference clouded over their
memories.

The Gaelic Revival was'the harbinger o,f a season of
more -prolifi.c natio,nal growth. Raciai pride-a half-
forgotten yilfus-lsyived when Griffrth and Rooney
laid the foundations of Sinn Fdin. In i8g5 D. J.
O'Donoghue published a smal1 volume of extracts
from Fintan Lalor's writings, cu11ed from the
neglected files of the Nation and the Felon. Arthur
Griffrth, pursuing the path indicated by Davis, set
about re-educating the people of Ireland; and in the
early years of this century edited and published
l'{itchei's, Doheny's, Meagher's writings, as well as
the life and writings of Thomas Davis. To Grifhth,
more than to any individual, this generation of
Irishmen owes its renascence. His lifeJong struggle
against " the enslaved mind " of his country, recall.s
his own judgment of John Mitchei, which applies with
equal justice to himself :-(( His indomitable spirit

*Introduction to 7'he Fa.ith of a Felon. (Pamphlet issued. by
The Socialist Party of Irelaad).
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and haughty manhood raised again out of carcasses
and ashes a defia.nt lrish Nation ".*

V/ith Fintan Lalo,r, however, Griffith shows no real
sympathy, and in his considered verdict on Lalorf
fails to give a just interpretation of the latter's teach-
it-rg. In Griffith's opinion Lalor subordinated national
independence to abolition of land usurpation; but
Lalor takes great care to explain his attitude to both
questions. fn concentrating his attack on ,, the land,-
iord garrison " .he was planning to und.ermine
E,ngland's real bulwark in Ireland. ,, Repeal of the
Union was to him," says Griffith, ,,never a matter of
con,lern to co,ntrast with the settlement of the question
of the ownership and possession of the soil,,. But
more than once Lalor has emphasised his opinions on
both points.f He means " not merely to repeal the
LJnion, but to repeal the Conquest " : his aim is : ,, the
cc.,nstitution that Tone died to obtain, independence,
fuil and absotrute independence for this island, and for
every man within this island ".

Lalor had been, from the first, a diligent student
,rf Thomas Davis's r,vritings, and, like all his gener-
ation and like all subsequent r,vorkers for lrish indepen-
dence, he was greatly influenced by Davis's national
outiook. Regarding the agrarian question Davis had
said : 5 " We seek prospective laws, which'sha1l tend,
by a naturai and easy change, to reduce the great
estates, and create a body of small proprietors in fee

^ .-"!., 439^-lyil Journal by John Mitchel. Edited by
Lrrlmtlr. I Y l4^
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throughout every part of Ireiand ". To reduce tke
great estales, to reverse the British Government's poiicy
in Ireland during the famine period, had becorne of
sti11 grehter urgency, when Laior took up his pen. To
him, as to Davis, the safety of the great mass of the
peo,ple, meant more than the moneyed interests of the
few.

" The Land theory of Lalor ", Griffith says,
" resolves itself into the abolition of dual o,lvnership
and the creation of a peasant proprietary ". But it is
not so easy to condense Lalor's principles into h phrase.
It must be remembered that he was not merely theor-
ising; he was writing in the midst of desolation and
horror. He was " forced into action by the teriible
necessities of the time, and the feelings that rise out
of them". He was no Utopian dreamer, though his
idea of land held by communal consenr, seems no\,v
hlmost to imply the restoration of a golden age. He was
convinced, and tried all his life to convince others,
that each man had a fundamental right to the amount
of land he could till for his own use and maintenance.
Thus he fought the monopiy of land by the landiord
garrison, as he would to-day fight the same grasping
monopoly, and as he would denounce investments in
land which " belongs by right to the men who tiil it ".
Aithough the evils of landlord tyranny, and of the
artificial f amines of the last century, have been
abolished, no serious effort has been made in lreland
to limit the extent of individual holdings, or to cope
with the rapacity of land capitalists.

Drlscussions on John Mitchel's ,, debt,, to Lalor
have been many and varied. When Lalor first formu-

fPreiace to Jan+es F.intan Lalor. The Talbot press.

{See pp. 52 et passim.

^ Vlr"_Voi.ce of the Nation, by Thomas Davis, quoted
T. W. }loody, in his Thomzas 

'Dauis. 
1914-1845.

Arthur

1918.

by Prof
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lated his policy, Mitchel-lil'e the other Confederate
ieaders-was impressed, was almost enthusiastic. He
thought, hor,r,ever, that " the time was not ripe " to
carry it out. This lrrke-warm advocacy of his plans-
this deiay to put into practice what Lalor saw to be
the only possible chance to prevent the utter wiping
out of the peasant population, infuriated him. FIe
wrote individually to several leaders, including Mitchel,
urging them to act-denying that his plans were pre-
mature. About this time Mitchel in a letter to Smith
O'Brien admits that his views on the land question are
" nearly identical with Lalor's ". The following year
(r848) Mitchel, writing to La1or, states his regrqt for
not having strongly advocated Lalor's pians tbe
previous year.* Very soo,n after-in the second ilumbei
of Tke lrisk Felon-Lalor made clear his attitude io
l,{itchel and his high regard for him. Six years later,
when Mitchel founded Tke Citizez (Ner,v York) he
defencied himself from an accusation of " piracy of
certain views of Lalor's "t He admits, as he
previously admitted in private correspondence, that
he " adopted Lalor's opinions, preached, and acted
on them, entirely with Lalor's approval ".

Notwithstanding all this, the fact ernerges that Lalor
and Mitchel did not, at any period, work together.
Both were men of sterling honesty of purpose, and of
selfless devotion to their cause, they had much in
common and couid have been compietely complemen-
tary of one another. The one great regret, the one real
disaster in that fateful year '47, sprang from their
inability to combine forces and " pull together ".

There were elements in Lalor's character that often
aroused antagonism, even amongst the men who shared

*Pp. 120-123.
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his views. FIis impatience, dogmatic, exacting,
petulant, must be admittel to have been his great
weakness. His sensitiveness was another stumbline
block, ind his contant extreme awareness of his
physical disabilities.* Yet Luby testified to the very
genial and pleasant quaiities of Lalor as a fellow_
worker, and to his.rare gifts of humo,ur and sympathy
in the social circle. His kindness of heart often showecl
itseif in small acts of charity to children, as r,vhen, in
comp'any with Luby, he gave a sixpence to a small
staring urchin and toid him ,, to run away and buv
himself some cakes."

" Lalor was the most powerful political writer that
our cause had called forth, if I except Davis only,,
wrote \4itchel.f P. H. Pearse places his name beside
those of Tone, Davis, and Mitchel and says: ,. Tone
sounded. the gallant revei116 of democrdcy in Ireland.
The man rvho gave it its battle-cries was James Fintan
Lalor ". I{c gave to lreland, too, original ideas, clear_
cut, strong, bearing the hallmzrrk of genius.

He had not, it is true, Tone,s power to command,
nor the soaring idealism that gave Mitchel his winss.
Ftre had not the magnetic personality, the poetic vis[r,
of Davis: he had not the gifts that attract men,s love
and 1oya1ty. FIe had on the other hand, a real grip of
facts and an iron wiil to get the better of difficulties
no matter how tedious, no matter how sordid. He had
a practicai mind and memory for details and for
organisation. He was one in heart with the tiller of
the soil lvhose cause he espoused. He knew his
peasantry-knew also his ., landed gentry ,,, and

_ *FI9 was low-sized, frail, wiilr stooped shoulders, and sufl-erer1from deafness.

tLast Conquest of Ireland (Perhaps), p. 1g5.
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although he overestimaied the fi"ghting strength of the
former, he never suffered any illusions about the iatter.
When he addressed the Landowners of Irelirnd he did
so, as one of the great masses behind whom were
ranged the " hand and soul " of a single common
purpose. " You are far iess important to the people,
than the people are to you " he warned them; and
herein his foresight and r,visdom have been verifi.ed.

The history of Forty-eight is seidom told without
reference to " what might have been ". FIad the Nation
party left Conciliation FIa1l three years earlier, had
Thomas Davis 1ived, had Lalor's aggressive programme
been carried out, had the Dublin clubs attempted
N{itchel's rescue* from Ner,vgate, the Revolution might
have been accomplished. The time invited. The hour
had struck. For the great European peoples the dawn
of freedom had come. " O1d Earth was rocked by
the storm-breath of democracy. That great Lazarus,
the People, had come forth from its tomb." Yet the
era of Revolutio,n-memorable r848-passed leaving
Ireland stil1 enslaved, its territories stili held in the
robber's grasp " in despite, defi.ance, and contempt
of the people ". Years were destined to pbss-years
of agitation, betrayal, inanition, strife, before a later
generation took up the work so brilliantly begun by
" Yoting trreiand ". 

L. F.

*" There is no doubt," said Arthur Grifith in his Preface to
Doheny's Felon's Tt'ach, " that an attempt to rescu,,. l,{itchel would
have been a {ailure in its object. But there are occasions when
it is wiser to attempt the impossible than to acquiesce."

James F intan {-.anor

TO CHARI,ES GAV.{N DUI.'FY,
Euton oF THE " NarroN."

TlNer<rr,r., AlnEvr,Erx,
Jamomry tilh, 1847.

I am one of those who never joined the Repeal
Association or the Repeal Movement-one of I{r.
O'Connell's " creeping, crawling, cowardly creatures "

-though 
I was a Repealer in private feeling at one

time, for I hardly know that I can say I am one now,
having almost taken a hatred and disgust to this my
own country and. countrymen. I did not join the
agitation, because I saw-not from reflection, but
from natural instinct, the same instinct that mahes
one shrink from eating carrion-that the leaders and
their measures, means, and proceedings, were intrinsi-
ml1y and essentially vile and base ; and such as never
either coulcl or ought to succeed.. Before I embarlied
in the boat I looked at the crew and the commander;
the same boat which you ancl others n-ristook in '43
for a rvar.frigate, because she hoisted gaudy colours,
and that her captain swore terribly ; I lineiv her at
once for a leaky collier-silack, with a craven crerv to
man her and. a sworrl dastard and" forsworn traitct
at the helm-a fact which you and Young li'eland
wou1d, seem never to have discovered un'bil he ordered
bhe boat to be stranded, and yourselves set ashore.

I rvould fain become one of the " National " party,
if they couid. consent to act along with me and I
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N itir them. But I confess I have my many doubts-
I have had tlrem a"11 along ; and they have been ter-
ribly strengthened by the two last numbers of the
Nat'ion-I mean those of December z6 and January
z ; the last (January g) I have not yet seen. It is
not figure, but fact, that reading those two numbers
made me i11. I have long been intending to write to
you to resolve those doubts, and have only been
prevented, by sickness. I must nor,v defer doing so
for scme 1ittle time longer, and my reason for r,vriting
the present hurried note is this: It has just occurred
to me that at the meeting on Wednesday, an Asso-
ciation may possibly be fcrrred. on such a basis, and
resolutions or pleclges adopted of such a character,
as would exclude and excommunicate me and many
besid.e.

These resolutions or pledges may relate either-
rst to the end ; znd to the means. Now remark-
rst, as to the end :-Should the end be defined strictly,
in terms or effect, to be Repeal, simple Repeal, and
nothing but or besid.es Repeal, I u'ould. thereby
be exclud.ed. For, in the first p1ace, I wiil never
contribute one shil1ing, or give my name, heart, or
hand, for such an object as the simple Repeal by the
British Parliament of tire Act of Union. I sha1l state
my reasons hereafter, not having time now. Don't
define the object, nor give it such a name as would
define it, Ca11it by some general name-independence
if you wili*and secondly, I will never act with, nor
aid any organisation limiting itself strictly to the
sole object of dissolving the present connection with
Britain and rigidly excluding every other. I will
not be fettered and handcufied. A mightier question
is in the land-one beside which Repeal dwarfs dov'n
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fnto a petty parish question; one on whrch Ireland
may not alone try her own right, but try the right
of the world; on which she would be, not merely-an
asserter of o1d pr-inciples often asserted, and better
asserted before her, an hunibre and feeble imitator
and follower of other countries_but an original
inventor, propounder, and propagandist, in the van
of the earth, and heading the nations; on which her
success or her failure alike wouid never be forsotten
by man, but would make her, for evet', the 1Jdestar
of history ; on which lllster would be not ,. on her
flank," but at her side, and. on r,vhich, better and
best of all, she need not pread in hurntrle petitions rrer
beggarly \,vrongs and how beggarly she boie them, nor
plead any right save the right of her might.

And if the magnitude and magnificence of that
other question be not apparent and recognised._
any more than the f.act that on its settlement norv
depencls the existence of an oid. and not utteriy
wortirless people.-it is partly, indeed, because the mass
of mankind. see all such questions, at first, through
a diminishiirg glass, and every question is little unlitr
some one man makes it great ; but partly a1so, because
the agitation of the Repeal question has been macle
to act as a proscription of every other. Repeal ma--r
perish with all who support it sooner than I will
consent to be fettered on this question, or to connect
inyself with any organised body that would ban or
merge in favour of Repeal or any other rneasure, tha6
greatest of all our rights on this side of heaven_
God's grant to Adam and his poor children for ever,
when He sent them from Eden in His wrath and bid
them go work for their bread. Why should. I name
it, ?



t JAlrils FINTAN r,ALoR

National incLepend'ence, then, in rvhat form of
,,vorcls you please ; but denounce nothing-proscribe
nothing-surrend.er nothing, more especiaily ol {91t
own freed.orn of action' Leave yourselves free ind'ivi-

dua11y and col1ectivelY.
znd.. As to the means :-If any resolution or pled'ge

be adopted to seek legislative independence by moral

force aird 1ega1 proceedings alone, with a denunciation

or renunciation of all or any other mealls or proceed-

ings, you may have millions of better and stronge{

men than I to join yo$; but you won't have me

Such pled,ge, I am convinced, is not necessary to
legalise arry association. To illegalise there must'

I lonceive, be positive evid'ence of act or intention-
Leeds done or words spoken' Omitting to do any'

ihing can surely form no foundation for a 1ega1 charge'

Wnat ! Is silence a proof of criminal intention ?

I speak, of cou.rse, in ignorance, being no lawyer, thank

God. But whether I be correct or flot, I never will
rubscribe oi assent to any such pledge or resolution'

as regards the use of none but legal--me?n"s-1n{
*"un, and all means might be made il1egal by Act

of Parliament ; and. such pledge, therefore, is passive

obedience. As to the pledge of abstaining from the

use of any but moral force, I am quite willing to take

such pledge if, and provided", the English Government

ugr"*^to tlte it also ; but, " if not, not'" Let England
pledge not to argue the question by the prison' the

ionv"ict-ship or the haltet, and I will readily pledge

not to ,tgo. it in any form of pbysical logic' tsut

dqs tied 
-and. 

stones loose is no bargain' Let, the

stJnes be given up ; or tnmazzle the wolf-dog' There

is one at ihis moment in every cabin throughout the

land, nearlv frt alreadv to be untied-and he will be
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savager by-and-by. For Repeal, indeed. he will
never bite, but only bay ; but there ts another matter
to settle between us and England. There has already,
I think, been too much giving in on this question of
means and force. Merely to save or assert the abstract
right for the use of other nations or other times won't
do for me. We must save it for our o'arn use, and
assert it too, if need be, and occasion offer. You will
receive, and, I hope read this on to-morrow morning
before the Committee meet. My petition to you is
that you will use your influence to prevent any of
these resolutions from being adopted, which would
cut me off from co-operating with the new Association,
should one be founded. Don't mention my name.
It is one not worth half a f.a*hing; but such as it is
I don't r,vish to give it to the Seceders until I have
some better guarantee than I possess as yet that their
new organisation will be anytling better, stronger,
or nobler than a decently conclucted Conciiiation
llall, free from its open an.d. brazen profession of
meaness, falsehood, cowardice and corruption, but
essentiaily just as feeble, inefficient, and ridiculous.

fs there any apology need.ed for addressing you in
this manner ? I don't know. Perhaps I have
no ric'ht : thorroh l have been a seceder sincer^<ar v t

I ceased to be a child. I owe to you some gratitucle.
Yow /,r,aae giaen m.e a country. Before your time I
was an alien and an exi1e, though living in my own
land. I hope you won't make me one again.

This letter has been hastily written ; and f have
not acquired the faculty of expressing what I wish
r,vith clearness or facility. Still I hope you will under-
stand, or at least that you will not misunderstand
ure. The Nation of last Saturday might possibly
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give me information which would render my writing
piainiy unnecessary ; but I don't receive it until
Wednesday, being in partnership with another per-
son.-I remain, your obedient servant,

Temrs F. Laron.
To Charles Gavan Duffv.
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A NEW NATION.
Proposal lor an Agricultural Assoc,iation heiwo,en tlte

Land.owners atod Ocar,picrs.

To tuE T-rerrrlorvxERs oF fnEr,.q.rm.

Trxar<rr,r,, Al:;EvLEls,
A,pril ry.I adclress you, 11ly lords ancl gentlemen. from a great

distance-the distance that separates )rou from the
peopie-for I am one of the people. This is a dis-
advantage of some account, and might be discouraging
at a season more sett1ec1. But I know that in oeriods o{
perii, when Cistress and disaster are present, and cla;rger
and dread are in the future, men are aliolved to assume
rights rvhich must 1ie in abeyance during orclinary
times. This is my reason and rigirt in adclressing
you-that I am excited and authorised by the feelings
and emergencies of the occasion. This is my clairn
to a hearing. Not that I ask it in my own cause or
in that of the ciass I belong to ; not that I urge it for
sake of the masses of men who are unabie to ask il
for themselves ; but that I claim a hearing and crave
to be heard on your own behalf-on behalf of your
or,vn interest, and honour, and existence, as owners
of that soil on rvhich thousanCs now are famishing to
death for want of food.

My general object in addressing you is that of calling
pubiic notice, if I can, to the fu11 extent of thc effects
which I think must inevitably follow fast on present
events, if the course of those events be not checked or
ch.anged. A11 the facts I possess f have consid.ered and

q
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counted in one viern- together, in their connexion and
consequence, and inferred the result. This is a task
which few others, I fear, have undertaken, nor is
it any matter of surprise. Within sight and sound of
this dismal calamity, amid the actual horrors of every
passing hour, it is scarcely possible to look far into the
future, or take thought and care for remote results. In
the presence of famine men are b1inc1 to its effects.
It is doing its work in the dark, and no watch is set
or warning raised.. From every house and every
voicc throughout this land there is but one cry now-
the cry for food. Food for to-day and for to-morrow
--for this year and the next. But not all the clamour
and outcry tbat has been raised throughout Ireland
during the last few months has added a single pound
to the supply of food either for this year or the next.
What men were unable to do, they set about doing;
what they were able to do, they left and are leaving
undone. For something else is wanting, and requires
to be provided, besides food for to-d,ayorto-morr
else a revolution is at hanc1. A revolution of the
worst type and character-not such as when a nation
breaks up under armed violence, to re-unite and rise
on structure as strong as before ; but such as when it
falls in pieces, rotting to a fina1 and feetid ruin.

Beside the general object mentioned, I have a
particular and more definite purpose, which will de-
velop itself as I proceed. It would be useless to state
it formally before it can be fu1ly unclerstood. Though
I write more especially for you, my lord-s and gentle-
men, landowners of Ireland, yet I write also for the
public ; and shall ad'dress myself to either, as occasion
may seem to demand.

The failure of the potato, and consequent famine,

NATION T,ETTERS 9

' is one of those events rvhich come now ancr tren todo the rvork of ages in a d.ay, and chang" tfr"-""rynature of an entire nation at once. ft has even
already produced a deeper social disorganisation than
clid. the French revolution_greater waste of iife_lvider loss of property-*or" than the horrors, withl1one of the hopes. For its direction sti1l seems
dragging downwards, while her revolution took Franceto the sun-gave her wealth, and victory, and ienown
-a free people and a frrm peasantry, lords of their
or,'i'n land. It has unsettled society to the foundation ;deranged every interest, every ci.ss, every household.
FI"y maR's place anci relation is aitered; Iabour hasleft its track, and life lost its form. One entire .1;;the most numerorls and important in fr"hn.l, t usalready begun to give way; and is about buirrg ais-placed. The tenant-farmer of ten acres or under isbeing converted into an .,indepenclent l"boor"rjl
But it _is accomplishing somethirig more than meresocial derangement, or a dislocadon of crasses. rthas come as if commissioned to produc", ;tl;;grL
and not too soon, a dissolution of tlat state and orclerof existence in which we have heretofore U""" ii"i"g.
The constitutio' o{ society that has prevailed in thisisland can no longer maintain itself, or be maintainecl.it has been tried for generations ; if has now, at least,
been fuily and finaliy tested ; and the test has proved
f.ata7. It was ever unsound and infirm; and is now
breaking to pieces under the first severe experiment,
an experiment which that of auy other country wouldhave easily withstood. Nor heaven nor human
nature n'ill suffer it to be re-estabiished or continue.If.,L" e3rth, indeed", witir all things therein *u. _ua"
\,vnoitv tof the tew and none of it for the many, then
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it nay continue; if they be bound to submit in
patience to perish of famine and famine-fever, then
it may continue. But if all have a right to 1ive, and
to iive in their own 1and. among their own people; if
tlrey have a right to live in freed,om and comfort on
their own labour ; if tire humblest among them has
a right to a fu1l, secure ancl honest subsistence, not
the knavish and beggarly subsistence of the poor-
house, then that constitution cannot and. it sha1l not
be re-established again. When scciety fails to perform
its duty and fu1fi.1 its office of providing for its people ;

it must take another and more effective form, or it
must cease to exist. When its members begin to die
out under destitution-when they begin to perish
in thousancls under famine and the effects of famine-
when they begin to desert and fly from the land in
hundreds of thousands under the force and fear of
deadly famine-then it is time to see it is God.'s will
that society should stand dissolved, and assume
another shape and action ; and he works his will
b! human hands and. natural agencies. This case has
arisen even now in lreland, and the effect 1-,as already
rioliowed in part. Society stands dissolved. In effect,
its r,ve11 as of right, it stancls dissolved., and another
requires to be constituted. To tlee past we can never
return, even if we u'rlr1d. The potato was our sole
and. only capital, to live and work on, to make much
or 1itt1e of ; and on it the entire social economy of this
country was founded, formed and supported. That
slstem and state of things can never again be resumed
or restored ; not even should the potato return. A new
adjustirent is now to be formed, is to foim and
der"elop itseif ; a ne\,v social ord,er to be
arrangecl ; a new peoplc to be organised. Or othcr-

fi ln n m n Er m n tl m n n il'i ill h m il'il mmfrnnnmmininmmmnmnt?
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wi.se that people itself is about tr: become extinct.
Either of these is inevitable ; and either is desirable.
fn condition and chaiacter and conduct, a stain to
i:arth, a scandal among the nations, a shame to
nature, a grievance to l{eaven, this people has been
for ages past-a dark spot in the pa h of the sun.
Nature and Heaven can bear it no longer. To any
one who either looks to an immediate directing
Providence, or trusts to a settled course of natural
causes, it is ciear that tiris isiand is about to take
existence under a netv tenure ; or eise that Nature
has issued. her decree-often issued heretofole against
nations and races, and ever for the same crime-that
one other imbecile and cowardiyr people shaii cease
to exist, and no longer cumber tire earth.

The power of framing a new order of arrangement is
in your hands, my lords and gentlemen, if you choose
to exercise it. The work of reconstruction belongs
of right to you, if you have the wisdom and the wiil
to d.o it. \ It is in emergencies and occasions like the
present, rather than in ordinary and settled times,
that a nationaT aristocracy is required ; and if they
be not worthy of such occasions, they are worthicss
altogether. It is a time like this that tries and tests
the worth of a c1ass, as it tests the worth of individual
men. Not to time should the task be committed, nor
to chance; not to the government of Eng1anc1, which
is incompetent to the case ; not to the parliament of
England where you are made a mark for pelting at;
nor to the d"esperate remedies of men whom you have,
yourselves, made desperate. Ireland demands from
you noiv something more than her present dole of
daily food-a mode and system of procuring full food
for herself. She looks to you for this-that she be
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not cond.emned to live as a beggar on public aims,
nor as a pauper on public works and poorhouse rations ;

but aided and enabled to find or form a mode of making
her own bread in all future time by flee, unforced.,
and honest labour. She has lost her mealls of livirig ;

she requires some other, more sufficient and secure
than those she has lost. Her demand, in fu11 and fi.ne,
is for what is of more effective worth and weight than
all the political constitutions that were ever fashioned ;

for what senates or sovereigns cannot make or unmake,
brat men must mal<e for themselves-her demand. is
for a new SOCIAI, CONSTITUTION under which to
live. This is the task you are ca11ed on to undertake-
the work you are wanted to do, or forfeit your footing
in this island. of ours-a work to which political con-
stitution is iittle in comparison and light in import-
ance. Political rights are but paper and parchment.
It is the social constitution that determines the con-
d.ition and character of a people, that makes and
moulds the life of man.

We are now living in the midst of a social anarchy,
in nqhich no man knows with certainty what he is,
or what he can call his own. Never was government
or guid.ance more necessary to a people ; but govern-
ment or guidance there is none, for the one great
purpose needed. An extreme and extraordinary case
has arisen-one that seldom arises in modern times-
and not to be treated. by any ordinary law, A neu'
structure of society has to be created; and the
country has a right to require of you to counsel, and
conduct, and lead her; because you own her soil;
because your owo worth and. value are in question-
your own interest and position involved and commit-
ted; because the work cannot so speedily and safe,ly
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be done r,vithout your aid ; because in some respects
a1{ in scme degree you are consicLered chargeable
with the calamitous crisis that has occurrecl ; bJcauseyour rights of ownership are thought by numbers to
be the main or only obstacle to the creation at once
of a sound system of social. prosperity and happiness,
which would be formed by the-natural enerfi", uod
social instincts of mankind, if those energies riere left
free to act, and not fettered, or interfered. rvith bvyour ciaims of dominion; and fina1ly because you
ought of right to be where you have never chosen tobe*at the head of this people. And at their head
or at their side you must now stand, or your aid will
not be taken. On other terms it will not no.w be
accepted ; and the work will be done by other hands
than yours. You are far less important to the people
than the people are to you. you cannot stand or act
alone, but they can. In the case that has arisen
the main power is in their hands, the 1itt1e in yours.
Your power of position has departed. you cannot
reform and re-organise a whole people without their
consent and co-operation. you cann of act against
them-you cannot act without them. They cin do
what is wanted of themselves and rvithout your
assistance. They have the will and may iearn theway. A dissolution of the social system has taken
place. The faiiure of the potato was the irnrnecl,iate
exciting cause. fnto the pred,isposing causes it is
need-less for the present to enquire. There was no
outrise or revolt against it. It *as not broken up byyiolence. It was borne for ages in beggarly patiJnce,
nntil it perished by the visitation of God in tne ordei
of nature. A clear original right returns and reverts
to the people-the right of establishing, and. entering
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into a ner,v social arrangemeni. The right is in them
because the por,ver is in them. The right lcdges r'vhere

the por,ver lodges. It is not a case to which govern-
ments or parliaments are competent. The sole offi'ce

and duty of government und.er the circumstances is

that of supporting the destitute, and maintaining
public order during the period of transition, and
re-organisation. Should it attempt doing more than
this, it will be assuming a power wirich it d-oes nct
possess, and cannot even make an effort to exercise

u'ithout committing injustice, doing injury, and

suffering defeat. With the great bod.y and urass of
the people, in their original character and capacity,
resides of necessity the power, in its fu1l plenitude, of
framing or fa-l1ing into a new form of organisation-
a new mode of iiving and labour. Your aid, m;' lord"s

and gentlemen, is most desirable, if accorded on terms,
and in a mode which would be thought 1ike1y to
contribute to general benefi-t and. happiness- On

other terms or for other objects-with a view to
yo11r ov/n personal interests a1one, and. on terias to
assert and secure your oY'/n position at any cost to the
country ancl community-if ofrered on such views and

terms, yo11r service and" aid will not be accepted ;

and the present condition of anarchy wili be protracted-
by strife and struggle, terminating possibly in violent
convulsion, from which you, at least, would come

out the losers, whoever might be the winners. To ensure

against such a confjngency it is necessary that you

should now combine and' co-operate with that peopie

from whom, for long ages, you have stood. apart,
aiiens and enemies to them as tliey to you. They
count rlore in miilions tb.a-n you count in thousan<is.

If you desire that thev and you should now join

tl
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hairds to carry the boat over the rapids, it must be on
terms r,vhich they will accept; on terms of advantage
to them as weil as to you-and the first condition anct
very basis of a union must be the d"istinct acknowledg_
ment and assertion, in its rvidest extent, in its fulieit
loj9", polver, and pienitude, of the principle of AI,IE_
GIANCB TO COUNTRY. On any other basis no
federation can forrrr or be formed to take effect or be
of force in freiand now. To save mistake I ousht
to mention, and mark what it is I do not mean, as rie11
as what my meaning is. I do not mean that you
should declare for Repeal. I scarcely know that
I can call myself a Repealei, further than this_
that I would not say aye to the question if it were
put to me to decide. The results of Repeal would
depend on the means and" men by whom it shouffhave
been accomplished. It might give to trreland all tbat
Ireiand $'ants, and withering in want of-equal liberty,
and equal laws, science and. art,manufactureandtradl,
respect and renown; wealth to the merchant, security
and comfort to the cottage ; its pride of power ancl
place to the castle, farne and foitune to genius and
talent, a1i of that which ennobles and endeirs to man
the land he iives in-this it might do. It might
subject us to an odious and igaoble tyranny. I arn
far from rvishing you to take any course that i,vould
pledge you to Repeal, or to any other poiitical
measure. f do not write witir a vierv to Repeal, or
any other political object wlr.atever. IvIy mei.ning is
far more general, and states itseif in inore genJral
terms. Nothing is requisite or required that r,vou1t1
commit you in particulars, to any political party,
cause, of, course of conduct.

But a fuil act and avoq,al of attachment and
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allegiance to this island, in priority ancl preference to
any and every other country-this is required., and
will be strictly required; not in mere idle form of
protest and profession, but in fu1l efficient proof and
practice. That Ireland is your own mother-country

-and her people your people-that her interest and
honour, her gain and her gloty, are counted as your
ow'n-that her rights and liberties you stil1 defencl as
part of your inheritance-that in peace you wiil lead
her progress, and. carry her banner in battle-that
your labour shali be in her service, and your iives
laid down at her need-that henceforth you will be
not a foreign garrison but a national guard ; this
you must declare and adopt, as the principle of your
proceeding, and the spirit of your action, and flre rule
of your order ; fo.r these are the duties of nobility
Adopt this principle, and you are armed ; on it is
your safety and your strength; the future is fettered
at your feet, and your name ancl race sha1l flourish
and not fail. Ireland is yours for ages, yet on the
condition that you wi11be Irishmen, in name, in faith,
in fact. Refuse it, and. you commit yourselves, in
the position of paupers, to the mercy of English
ministers and English members; you throw your
very existence on English support, which England
soon may f.nd too costly to afford; you lie at the
feet of events, you lie in the way of a people, and. the
movement of events and the march of a people shall be
o\ier you. Allegiance to this fair island ; it is your
title of tenure to the lands you hold, and in right of
if you hold them. ff you deny and disov,rn it you
assert another title, and must determine to hold your
lnheritance by force, at your own will and to our
injury, in despite and defiance of us and ours for ever.
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This would. be a bootless and feeble insult, and dan_
gerous withal ; for your title is worth little incLeed
und.er the 1ar,v you wouid appeal to: that while from
freland you take rank and revenue, biood and. birth
and name-everything that makes home, and binds
tr: country-yor1 yet look not to her, but to another land,
for home and country ; that yott desert and disor,vn,if not hate her o1d native people ; that in England
are your hearts and hopes, and that all your household
go9t are English. This crime is charged to you:
unjustly charged I trust it is-for a worse crime, and
more infamous than disloyalty or treason to kinqs or
crowns is disloyalty or treason to country. liis a
crime not made by lawyers, but made by God.; a
crime against nature itself-against all its 1aws,
affections, interests, and instincts. yet the charge
is not made against you without colour of truth and
shor,v of reason. On every question that arises, in
every contest and collision, whether of honour or
interest, you take side and cause with England. Al1
blame for this does not rest on you; but some of it
does. Much and most of it rests on a class of men
whose claim to attention, however strong, f must
defer to a future letter. A1l such ground of charge
must be removed and renounced. For ever, hence-
forth, the owners of our soil must be frish. To all
who own land or living in lreland, freland henceforth
must be the Queen-island. She holds in her hands
the hostages for their fealty, and will not longer put
up with TRBASON. On no other common ground.
or general principle carL a federation take place between
tlre nobles of the land and the nation at large, than
that of common faith and feaity to this their comrnon
country.
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The formation of the Irish Party was hailecl at the
time by many as one step of a movement in the
direction of Ireland. It trray perhaps, indicate a
change of ideas, if not of feelings. You have pro-
bably begun to find out that if your feelings are Eng-
lish, yet your fortunes are Irisir ; that Ireland's peril
is perilous to yourselves ; that in renouncing your
country and adopting another, yorl renounce and
revoit from the laws of nature ; and tbat natnre herself
is strong enough to punish the treason. You have,
moreover, got some slight cause to doubt whether
England esteems your attachment as of any value,
your interest as of much importance, or your very
existence as worth the expense and peril of supporting.
But we reccgnise nothing Irish in this party except
its neme nr:fhincr that can entitle it to command or, Jlv L1rar15

call round it the hearts or hopes of tlds people ;
or raise it to any higher position than that of a mere
club and a petty c1ub, formed by a class for the single
object of saving its own litt1e interests from injury,
at any cost to the country. Whether for its professed
or its private objects, shelter as an Irish party or as a
landorn'ners' club, it is equally and utterly inefficient,
and can do nothing for the saivation of the country
or for yours. It excludes the people. It embraces
no great public principles, passions, purpose, or
policy. It bears no banner, and shows no motto.
It rallies no support, and" inspires no conficlence ;
proposes nothing, ancl promises nothing. To resist
the minister, shouid his measures of relief or improve-
ment be deemed injurious to the landovrners-this
appears the sole object of the Irish Party. But your
claims as lando-,.,rnei:s are no longer maintainable or
d.efensible on their own merits and means. To

18
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ma1nta1n, you must connect them ivith those of you:
country. A union betr,veen parties of the same class_
a union of landowners with each other is adequate to
no purpose row. The union required is a union
between all classes of whom the people is composed.
You are pbwerless r,vithout a people beside or behind
you. You must call the coiamons into your council; and
make their private interests and poft" objects-nay
even perhaps their pubiic passions-a part of your
policy. The Irish Party must expand and enlarge
into the Irish people ; or another, and inore effective
Association be framed.

To organise a new mode and condition of labour_-
a new industrial system ; to fiame and fix a new ord_er
of society ; in a word-, to give to Ireland a new social
constitution uncler which the natural capacity of this
country would be put into ef{ective action ; the re_
sources of its land, labour, and capital developed ancl
mad.e available ; its slumbering ind decaying ener-
gies of mind. and muscle excited, directed., and em-
pioyed; and the condition and characier of its neoole
reconstructed, improved, and eievated : flris f nu"*
already stated is the general object rnhich now ca11s
for the united action of the 1and.or",,irers and oeoole
of Ireland in association assemblecl. The energles
of nature and action of time, working together in their
rvonted course and current, will indeed, in long or short
be adequate, without aid or effort of ours. to form a
neu' and. effective settiement of society ; but thr
fa'bric thus formed i,vill be raised out of the relics, ancl
rest on the ruins of the present existing people in all
classes. For their own safety and preseiation it
is necessary that all those classes shoulcl nor,v corrrbine
to take the direction of that revolution whicb wili
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otherwise effect itself, and which indeed is in actual
process of being effected without their consent, con-
trol, or guidance. That position has become too
perilous to maintain. Your path of safety, as well as

of honour, is now the public highway. No bye-way
of your own r,vill carry you through the perils that
besbt, and the greater perils that are before you.
There are many and important questions at issue
between you and the landholders, between you and the
labourers, between you and the people, between you
and other classes of the people, between those
classes among themselves. No government, no legis-
iation, no general statutes, no special statutes, 11o

power on earth but the parties concerned, no rnode
on earth, save that. of voluntary agreement, can
settle those questions. Why should we not meet and
settle them arrdcably ? teave them not to be settled
by time, or to be settled. by strength.

What to create a compiete and efficient ind.ustrial
ecolr.omy; to form and give force to a new state and
mode of existence ; to organise and animate, and put
into healthy vigorous action that complex living
machine, a social system; to frame and adjust the
fabric of society in its mightiest proportions and
minutest parts with all its vast and various interests,
arrangements, orders and conditions, independent,
yet involved, conflicting, yet co-operating-what to
d"o all this ? A work impossible to man; and which,
in extent, or detail, he never yet undertook or at-
tempted to perform. A work of which the theory
and principles are beyond. his knowledge or discovery,
and the practical execution beyond his utmost power.
Nature has reserved it to herself, to effect by a process

of her own, fot which no artifi.cial process was or cau
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be substituted with success. A r,vork lve cannot do,
God's b.and alone, not man's, can do it. True-and
neither can you fcrm in all its parts the smallest
plant that grows. But sow the seed. and the plant
forms. The powers of vitaiity but require to be
set in movement, and the contrivances of nature left
free to act. Even so it is in the case we consid.er.
That work.may be done, and you must do it or others
will; and you must do it at once for it cannot be
waited for. Nor is it, when examined, an under-
taking that need dazzle or daunt by its magnitude or
multiplicity, the meanest mind of all amongst us.
It includes no such complication of diff,cult questions
as it may seem to ; and the only question actually
involved is one easy of settlement, when put into
comparison with its apparent mass. Its theory
contains itself in a single principle ; its practical
solution is comprised and completed in a single
operation. T,ay but the foundation and the work is
done. Lay the foundation ; nature effects the rest;
society forms and fi.ts itself, even as the plant grows
when the seed is sown. I_ray deep and strong the only
foundation that is firm under the foot of a nation-
a secure and independent agricultural peasantry. A
secure and independent agricultural peasantry is the
only base on which a people ever rises, or ever can be
raised; or on which a nation can safely rest.

A productive and prosperous husbandry is the
soie ground.work of a solid social economy. On it
and out of it springs the mecHanic, and artisan, and
trading dealer ; fed. and fostered by it these swell
into the manufacturer and merchant, who multiply
into merchants and. manufacturers ; sustained. by it
stili, these enlarge, and gather, and solidify into
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companies, corporations, classes-into grcat manu-
facturing and mercantile systems and interests, which
often, like unnatural children, disorvn and deSert
the mother tbat bore and the nurse that fed them;
without it there is neither manufacture or tracle-
nor means to make them, for it is agricuiture alone
that furnishes those means. Food is our first want-
to procure it our fi.rst work. The agricultural ciass,
therefore, must precede and provide for every other.
It is first in order of nature, necessity, and time. It
is an abundant agriculture alone tirat creates and
sustains manufactures, and arts, and traffic. It is
an increasing agriculture alone that extends them.
For it is the surplus of food it accumulates, after
provicling ordinary subsistence, that forms new wants
and d.emands, and. the modes and means to meet and
satisfy th.em. Such is the actual process ; a process
that never yet was reversed, or carried. out in any
other course or order ; so it was at first, and so will it
be for ever-in every time, in every clime, in every
country. Adopt this process ; create what has never
yet existed in Ireland an active and affluent husbandry,
a secure and independent agricultural peasantry, able
to accumulate as well as to produce-do this, and you
raise a thriving and happy community, a solid social
econom1r, a prosperous people, an effective nation.
Create the husbandman, and you create the mechanic,
the artisan, the manufacturer, the merchant. Thus
you will rvork on the ordinance of God, in the ord.er
and rvith the powers of nature. A1l the nattral motives
and means with which man is endowed r,vill come then
to your relief and assistance, and do the rest. Any
further interference u'ith the course and process of
natural laws would be useless and mischievous.
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Neither monarchs nor mobs e\rer yet were able to
manage or modify that natural process with success;
or4 ever attempted to enforce interference without
doing grievous injury and gross injustice. The
abortive ancl mischievous legislation of both olcl ancl
recent times afl'ords lessons enough oj this, if we
choose to learn them.

There seems to be a vague impression on a large
portion of the public mind of flris countrythatnational
attention and exertion, as rve11 as individual effort.
should be directed into a course the reverse in its
steps and stages of that natural order which I have
pointed out. We are in the habit of hearing it assertecl
that a large development of manufacturing inclustry
is what freland needs, and that to establish it shoulcl
be her chief objects. It is even assumed, not rir-:.-
frequently , that a manufacturing system rnust prececte,
and is the only mode of promoting, the improvement
and prosperity of agricuiture itself. This is an error
I could wish to see aband.oned. It distracts effort
and attention from the point on which both ought to
be directed, and on .vshich they could act with effect.
f am prepared to prove--what, indeed, any man may
prove to irimself-that neither by the private enterprise
of individuals or companies, neither by the force of
national feeling anyhoi,v exerted, neither by public
association or public action of any kind or extent nor
by government aid, if such aid could be expected-
neither by these ot any other means and appliances
can a manufacturing system be established in freiancl,
nor so much as a factory built on firm ground, until
the support of a numerous and efficient agricultural
j/eomanry be first secured. Gooci friends, you that
are recommending us to encolu:age native manu-
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facture and to form manufacturing associations ;

tradesmen and townsfolk of freland will you cease to
follow a phantom, and give hand and help to create
such a yeomanry ?

Ify general objeet, the formation of a new social
economy thus resolves itself into the formation of a
a new agricultural system. The principles on which
bhat new system is to be founded must either be
settled, by agreement between the landor,vners and
bhe people, or they must be settled by a struggle.
What I think those principles ought to be, if they be
made articles of agreement, as well as the practical
mode of arriving at and. arranging such agreement,
I sha1l take another opportunity of stating.

You, however, my lords and gentlemen, it would
appear from your present proceedings, have already
settled among yourselves the entire future economy
of your country-determined the fortunes and fate
of this entire isiand-disposed of the existence of this
little people of eight millions. The sma1l landhold-
ings are to be " consolid,ated " into large farms, the
sma1l landholders " converted. " into " independ,ent
labourers " ; those labourers are, of course, to be
paupers-those paupers to be supported by a poor
law--that poor 1aw is to be in your hands to manage
and administer. Thus is to be got rici of the surplus
of population beyond what the landowners require
Meantime, by forcible ejectments, forced surrencler,
and forced. emigration, you are effecting the process
of " conversion " a little too rapidly, perhaps for
steady ancl safe working.

And. so, it seems, you have doomed a people to
extinction and decreed to abolish lrelzrnd ? The
untlertaking is a large one. Are you sure your
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strength will not be tested ? The settlement you
have made requires nothing to give it efficacy, except
the 

_assent 
or acquiescence of eight nrillions of peopL.

V/i1l they assent or acquiesce ? Will freland,- at
last, perish iike a lamb and 1et her blood sink in the
ground, or will she turn as turns the baited lion ?

For my own part I can pronounce no opinion ; and
for you, my lords and gentlemen, if you have any
doubts on the question, tr think it would be r,visd.onr
to pause in your present course of proceeding untii
steps can be taken and measures adopted for effecting
an accommodation and arrangement Letween yoo uoI
the present occupiers of the soil, on terms that would
preserve the rights and promote the interests of each
party. ff you persevere in enforcing a clearance of
your lands you will force men to weigh your existerrce,
as iand,owners, against the existence of the Irish.people.
The result of the struggle which that question might
produce ought, at best, to be a matter of d,oubi in
your minds ; even though you should be aided, as
you d.oubtless would be, by the unanimous and
cord.ial support of the people of Engiand, whose res-
pect and esteem for you are so well known and so
Ioudly attested.

I have the honour to remaifl, fiy lords and gentle,
meu, your humbie and obedient servant,

Jaurs F. I.ar.on.
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" I may be told that this famine is a visitation of Divine Pro-
vidence, but I do not admit 'that. I fear there is blasphcmy in
charging on the Almighty the result of our orvn doings.
God's famine is knorvn by the general scarcity of food of rvhich it
is the consequence. Tirere is no general scarcity, there has been no
gene,ral scarcity in lre)and, eiLher during the present or the past
year, except in one solitary species of vegetzrble. 'Ihe soil had
produced its usual tribute for the support o{ those by ',vhom it rvas
cultivzrted. The vice inlrerent in our system of social and politi-
cal ecolomy is so settled that it eludes enquiry. You cannot trace
it to the source. The ooor man on r,vhom tl-re coroner holds an
inquest has been murdeled, but no one kitled him. lVi-ro did it?
No one did it. Yet it was done. "

I have just now seen in the Nation of last Saturday,
May r, the foregoing e--<tract from the lecture of I)r.
I{ughes on the " Condition of lre1anc1."*

Doctor IJughes cloes not seem sufficiently io under-
stand horv the failure of a single root can have pro-
duced a famine. " The vice of our political and
social economy is one that eludes inquiry." But
is it ind"eed so otrscure ? Has it then been able to
conceal or disguise itself ? It must be draggecl out.
In seif-defence the question is now fotced on us,
whether there be any particular class or institution
specialiy chargeable ? It is a question easiiy answerecl,
Into the more relx.ote causes of the famine it is nor.v

neeclless to enquire, but it is easily traced back to its
immed.iate origin. The facts are few, and are soon
told and speed.ily understood", when the conditions
of the country it had to act on have first been stated..

J state them from recollection ; I have no returlis

r For context, see Appendix 4.
z6
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at hand to refer to, but I shail be found generally
correct.

Tlrere are in Ireland, or were last year, z3r,ooo
aqriculturai families, comprising 3r9,ooo adult male
labourers, depending altogether on wages for subsis-
teirce. If I cornmit any mistake, it is that of over_
stating the number of such families. There was
ri.ot constant employment to be found for those
3r9,ooo men, and the rate of wages was very low. The
labourer, partially employed and. poorly paid, was
unable, on the rnere hire of his hands, to feed" himself
and those who looked to him for food. He borrowecl
for six months (May r to Nov. rst) frorn some neigh_
bouring farrner the use of a quarter of an acre of laircl.
He paid for this six months' use the suln of .fz tzs.6d.
The farmer, holvever, manurecl the land ; he rnanured
it by paring of{ u,ith the plough a thin layer of surface,
which the labourer left to dry, macte up into heaps,
and burn.ed into asLes, which he spreacl over the
ground. On the land so manured-for in no other
mod.e was it ever manureil-he planted potatoes, and
was so able to live ; and he did live on, from year to
year, frorn youth to grey hair, frorr father to son, in
penury and patience.. Whether the penury made
the patieirce, or the patience ir.ade the penury, I staSr
not to enquire. Certain it is that they commonly
go together. The details I am giving are sufficiently
well known here, but f r,vrite for England. Such as f
state him is, or was, the frish labourer, that ,, incle_
pendent labourer," whose free and huppy condition
is now ofierec1 and recommended so strongly to the,
srnal1 larrdholder, as preferabie to his own. Last
year this rnan did as usual. I-Ie planted his potatoes ;
but when he carne to dig them out therc \,vere none
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to be digged. Two hundred and thirLy thousand
families began to die of hunger ; and famine ran wiid
into fever.

The cultivated soil of Ireland is distributed,, or was
last year, into abor,rt 88o,ooo landholdings, each occu-
pied by a f.amily. Of this number of landholders,

5ro,ooo were in occupation, each of farms varying in
size from one acre to ten., and none of thern exceeding
that extent. This class of men differed little in the
appearance, but very much in the reality o.f circum-
stance and condition, from the class of men labourers.
Their circumstances variedwith the size of the holding ;

but the lowest famiiy among them stood far above
the labourer. Their means of subsistence $rere some-
what greater, their securities for subsistence r,vere far
greater. They did not, as the labourers did, com-
moniy starye or suffer hunger through the summer
months-the famine rnontl'ts as we call them in this
country. Those of them who he1d. farms of from five
to ten acres of hold.ing enjoyed some trittle share of
the comfort of 1ife, which the careless and mirthful
temperament of Ireland heightened into happiness.
The men dressed. well on Sunday, and the women
gaily, at least in all parts of the country with which
I am acquainted. The smallest landholders of tliis
class were labourers also-labourers with allotments-
labourers with assurance against positive starvation.
Each man had at least a foothold of existence. Each
man had potato-ground. at ieast; at a high rent,
indeed, but not so high as the one-acre rent. Still,
however, the lowest grad.e of these men were miserable
enough; but not so utterly so as the mere labourer.
Their country had hope for them too, while she had
none for the iabourer. To avoid if I can, confusion
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or complication of statement, I put out of view for
the present the holdings of size beyond ten acres each,
amounting in number to about 37o,ooo. But
such as I state it was the condition, so far as affects
the sma11 occupiers I speak of, in which the famine
found Ireland.

Two circumstances of this man,s situation, and those
not unimportant, remain yet however to be stated,
in account for the past, and in calculation for the
future. One of them is, that he held his lancl by no
other assurance, legal or moral, than his landiord,s
pecuniary personal interest in retaining him as a ten_
ant. He had commonly no lease of hls hold.ing, or,
if he had it was rendered nuil in effect by numbirless
circumstances which I cannot stop to state. The
feelings that exist in England. between landlord and
tenant, coming down from old. times, and handed
on as an heirloom from generation to generation_
the feeling of family pride, the feeling of family
attachment, the habit of the house, the fashion of the
land, the custom of the country, all those thinss that
stand for laws, and are stronger than laws_ale here
unknown ; as, indeed, they are beginning to decay
and die out in England. But the workins farmel
of Ireland who held his own plough, and actld as I,is
own labourer, was able to pay a higher rent for his
land than the farner of any other 

"iuss; 
and hence

alone he conti'ued. to hold it. This was his title of
tenure-his only title ; his security against the grazier
and against the extensive tillage farmer; his sole
security for leave to live.

Such is the first circumstance requiring note. The
second is this :-The_occupier I speak of, if his holdi'g
wasvery small, put the entire of it in tillage; if larg[

8'
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he put a portion in pasture. In either case his tillagr
ground was appropriated. to two crops-a potato crop
and a grain crop. He sowed grain for his 1andlord,
he planted potatoes for himself. The corn paid the
rent, the potato fed. the tenant. When the holding
was small, the grain crop was insufficient, alone to
balance rent; a portion of potatoes made up the
deficiency by feeding a hog. When the holding was
iarger, the grain crop was often more than sufficient,
with the help of a hog, to clear rent and tithe rent, and
county rate and poor rate. In such cases the culti
vator had a sma11 overplus, which he could actually
d.ispose of as he liked., and he commonly laid it out in
the purchase of mere luxuries, such as shoes, wearing
apparel, and other articles of convenience. So stood
the landholders of ten acres or und.er.

Last year this man did according to custom. He
planted potatoes for his own support, he sowed corn
for his landlord's rent. The potato perished ; the
landlord took the crop. The tenant-cultivator paid.
his rents-was forced to pay them-sold his grain
crop to pay them, and had to pray to man as well as
to God for his daily bread. I state general facts ; I
stop not to count scattered and petty exceptions.
Who is it says the land.lord.s got no rent last year ?

Bernal Osborne says so-and ad.ds that the conduct
of the Irish farmers in withholding their rents was
most disagreeable and discreditable, and disgraceful.
One hundred voices and pens have said and repeated
it. The iandlords are in parliament and in the " Com-
positor's room " ; the tenant-cultivators are not.
The lion is no painter. It may be so that in districts
of Tipperary the tenants, or many of them, kept their
corn fo,r food-thus paying themselves for their
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labcur, capital, ancl seed, and saving theirowniives-
instead of paying the land rent. It may be said" that
in those districts the fu11 rents were not paid ; it may
be said that in Galway, Mayo, Cork, and elsewhere
they cowld. not be paid.. The oat crop failed partially,
as the potato failed. wholly; and when these were
the crops in the ground the land.owner, of course, in
many cases lost a portion of his rent, as the tenant-
cultivator lost his entire provision of food". But
these exceptions are inefficient against the facts I
state. I say and assert that the landowners took
entire possession of last year's harvest-of the whole
effective sum and substance of that harvest. The
food for this year's subsistence, the seed.fornextyear's
crop-the landlord took it all. He stood to his right,
and got his rent-and hunger was in fi"ve hundred
thousand houses, pinching dearth in alI, deadly
famine in many.r Famine, more or less was in fi.ve

hunclred thousand families ; famine, with all its
diseases and decay ; famine, with all its fears and
horrors ; famine, with all its dreadful pains, and
more dreadful debiiity. 4.11 pined and wastecl,
sickened, and drooped; numbers died"-the strong
rnan, the fair maiden, the little infant-the landiord
got his rent.

R.elief committees were formed and public wor1."
set on foot. The landonrners grew bustling, if n. t
busy, in the work of demanding relief and dispensitg
it. To the loca1 relief funds very many of them,
indeed, contributed nothing ; but there were others
who contributed. even so large a sum as ooo.ooo* per
cent. on their annual income, and were most properly
appreciated and praised, as beneficent individuals,
while several gave a percentage of double or tlrri.ce
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that amount-and Ireland rang witli. applause. They
demanded the Irabour Rates Act; called for works
which would increase the productive power of the
soil ; and grew clamorous in the expression of pity
for their suffering countrymen, whom they charged
government witir delivering up to famine by adopting
an erroneous and insufficient system of relief. Finally
under the flag of their country, they met in the
Rotunda, and formed an Irish party for the professed
object of establishing and supporting an frish policy
for Irish purposes ; that is to say, for the purpose
of taking care that the pecuniary interests of the
landowners of Ireland should suffer no detriment,
more especially by any extension of poor law reiief.
Such is the history of the present famine. Does it
furnish or suggest an answer to the concluding query
of Dr. Hughes ?

But another famine is in preparation, and wiil
surely come, no matter for fallacious statements of
an increased breadth of tillage.

The lord of the soil had got his rent, and" become a
public and professed patriot. The cultivator of the
soil had. lost his provision of food, and. gone out on the
public roads, for public wages. The preparations for
tiilage were, of course neglected. The tenant had
neither seed nor subsistence; or, if he had any sma1l
provision of either, he was soon tleprived of it by the
relief system. Whatever seed he might have saved,
frorn the 1and1ord. ; whatever little means he pos-
sessed for making manure; whatever sma1l capital
was in his hands to work on with, were taken from
him by relief committees and relieving offi.cers. The
law was laid down, and acted on very generally, that
no rran should obtain either gratuitous relief or
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public employment until he should first be completely
pauperised". If he had seed cotn, he should consume
it, if he had a cow he should' se11it-and not a few of
them saic1, as they are sti1l saying, " if he had land he

should give it up " ; otherwise he could have no title
to relief. This was to say, they chose rather 'to
maintain wholly for ever after the first few months,
than to maintain partially for those few months;
rather to give permanent support than temporary
aid"; rather to create a pallper than to assist a strug-
gling worker. This was to declare in favour of pau-
perism, and to vote for another famine. I am putting
no blame on the parties to this proceeding. The
reasons for it were plausible in appearance' T am
merely stating a fact, and charging nothing more than
mistake. "'We must guard against the evi1s,"

said the offi"cial authorities " of indiscriminate relief,
and avoid the risk of pauperising the feelings of the
peasantry, encouraging the spirit of d,epend.ence, and'

training them to the trad.e of beggars." To me it
seems it would have been safer to incur the risk of
pauperisingtheir leelings than the certainty of pauper-
isrng thei,r ltxea,ns; and better even to take away
the will to be independent than to take away the

poaer. " When there are such numbers utteriy
destitute," said thg relief committee, " *hy should
we give a man relief who has a barrel of oats in his
possession ? It wouid be wasting silver and cheating
tke poor." What was it to them that the barrel of
oats, if kept for seed., would have produced r.zba:.rels
at harvest ?-a return of r,2oo per cent., on the cost

of feeding the man rvhile consuming his poor little
provision of cotn seed.

The tenant was ieft without seed or substance. The
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effect is, that the smaller class of holdings renrain

uncropped. and. untilled, and in many cases aban-

d"oned-. 
^ 

This class of hold"ings constitutecl a large

portion of the tillage lands of Ireland"' The largest

class of farms ut" exclusively uncler grass' The

proportion of pasture diminishes as the farm grows

i*ott"r. The smallest class of holdings are exclu-

sively in tillage ; and these are not in the usual course

of prepara'tion for being croppeci, hut w'i11' to*all

"ppitrlo"e 
of evid-ence remain waste thi's year' Thg

,"Jroo is passing. The potato witl not be planted

to any efficient extent. No ad'equate substitute has

been adopted. or found-no ad'equate ad'clitional

quantity & 
"ort 

crop, or of any crop has been sowed'

ot it io course of sowing. A famine for next year 1s

allbutsecured.Numbersofthesmalloccupiers
have surrendered their hold'ings. The landlords ate

assisting the natural opera'ticn of the famine instead'

of arres-ting it-putting the tenant out of his foothold'

of 1and. instead. of uiaittg him to retain and' cultivate
it. In every clistrict the tenantry are being evicted

in hunclred-s by 1ega1 process, by compelled surrenclers'

by forced. sales for trifling sums-the price being very

frequently paid by a receipt for fi'ctitious or forgotten

artears. Th"s" men are being converted into " ind"e-

penclent labourers " ; and the number already evicted

*i11 fot* a very considerable ad'd'ition to a class too

numerous even now for the demands or tesources of

the country-too many to be absorbed'-too many to

be supported.. Another famine comes next year-a
a famine of uncl,iminished' po\'vers of destruction to
act on diminishetL powers of resource and resista

a famine of equal origin to act on rveakened condi-

tions. A,lditional numbers of tire snall occupiers ale
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thrown out of occupation of land-the entire body
I am speaking of are thrown out. It will not siop
short of that, or stop even there. Who can iimit
such an operation to ten-acre holCings, or limit it
at a1i ? They lose this land ; they acquire, in lieu of
it, that valuable species of Irish property, " inde-
pendent labour." Stop one moment to look at the
fact. Five hundred thousand fandlies added' to the
two hundred and thirty thousand who 'form the
present nrass of labour-six hundred and seventy
thousand ad.u1t males converted into " irldependent
labourers "-51:i hundred. and seventy thousand halds
ad.d.ed. to those three hund.red and nineteen thousand
already so successfuliy engaged. in ind-epenclent iabcul.
But surely I overstate. No one will believe this can

happen until it has actually happened'. No ooe

believes in the future-no one sees to-morrow as he

sees to-day. I may not be correct to the verv last
fiqure, but I am effectively correct. But is it I that
say this result will come-is it I alone ? Every
speaker in Parliament r,vhose words carry weight
forestates this result, defends, justifies, urges it; and
tot a voice rises to protest against the princlple, the
feasibiiity, the consequences. It is th-e policy and
purpose of every act that is passing through the legis-

iatute. " \Vhereas it is desirable that the conversion
of the inferior classes of Irish iandholclers into incle-

pendent labourers sha1l take efiect as speed'ily a"nd

ia{e1y as possible, and without serious damage or

danger to fhe English interest or the English garrison

in lie1and.." I read this as the preamble ol every Irish
act of tire session. It is assumed and set clolrrn that
such conversion is to take place-not pattially neither,
but universally. No authority assumes, no argumcnt

35
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asserts, tlrat the srnall occupiers ate too many, and
ought to be reduced. The assertion is that the small
occupier is a man who ought not to be existing. He
ought to be, and is henceforth, an independent labourer.
No cause, moreover, is operating against one of the
class that is not operating against all.

But Lhe confiscation will not be limited to ten-acre
holdings. There are causes in operation which will
render it impossible for tillage land to pay as high a
rent as land under grass. Many causes-some
natwal, others artificial-render it impossible to
produce corn in this country at as 1ow acost, quality
for quality, as it can be produced in most others.
Our corn will soon be und,ersold. in the market by a
superior article-a result rend.ered surer and speedier
by the present increased demand. for foreign corn.
Shortly too, the house-feeding of cattle can no longer
be carried. on. Bven if the repeal of the corn duty
should realise the utmost expectations of its aclvo-
cates, and if there should be, consequently, a propor-
tionate increase in the demand. for beef, mutton,
butter, and. woo1, yet the tiliage land of lreland
turned into grass 1and, will be fully adequate to
supply the increased. demand. House-feeding wili
be unable to compete against grass-feeding, or to pay
for itself. Together with corn, therefore, the root
crops will no longer be raised.; a regular system of
active cultivation is sustained by corn alone. The
agriculture that employs and maintains millions will
leave the land, and an agriculture that employs only
thousands will take its place. Ireland will become
a pasture ground. once again, as it was before, and its
agricultural population of tillage farmers and labourers
will decay and die out by degrees, or vanish and be-
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con:.e extinct at once ; even as heretofore, from the
same cause in many times and countries, a population
as numerous, melting a\,vay by a rapid mortality or
mouldering out by slow but sure decay, have perished
and passed away from the earth; for classes of people,
nor entire populations, nor nations themselves, are
not fixed or immortal, any more than the individual
men that compose them.

The eight thousand individuals who are owners of
freland by divine right and the grant of God, confirrned
(by tltemselaes) in sundry successive acts of parliament,
have a fu11 view of these coming results I have statecl,
and have distinctly declared their intention of serving
notice to quit on the people of Ireland. Bernal Osborne
states that the small landlords are unable (after kaaing
paid, their rents) to support themselves out of the
land, and that they must be got completely rid of.
The landowners have adopted the process of d.e-
pcpulating the island, and are pressing it forward" to
tlr.eir own destruction, or to ours. They are declaring
that they and. we can no longer live together in this
land. They are enforcing self-defence on us. They
are, at least, forcing on us the question of submission
or resistance ; and I, for one, sha11 give my vote for
resistance.

Before I examine that question, and state rvirat f
conceive to be the true grounds, limits, and mode of
resistance, f purpose making one other and last
appeal to the landowners to adopt the onlv course
that can now save a struggle.



A NATIONAL COUNCIL.

. Tuesd(Ly, 25th' Ma.y.

Srn,-In the leading article of last Saturday's
Natioto it is stated that the " Reproductive
Committee " has changed. its nane, eniarged its basis,
ancl constituted, itself into what the rvriter wou.ld
seem desirous to consid.er to be the nucleus of a

" National Council." FIe seems also to attach an
importance to the transaction, of which, I fear it is
r'.rho11y und-eserving.

The Natioa gives no report. I have seen none
elsern here of the proceedings of the meeting at which
the alleged alterations were made. I know nothing,
therefore, of the name, nature, principles, or purpose,
of the new association, into which the committee has
resolved itself. I write, consequently, in ignorance,
and. on mere supposition. But I know that of
necessity, it wiil consist effectively, if not avowedly
of landowners on1y. Its composition and character
will be determined. and limited as strictly by circum-
stances as they could" by formal rule of constitution.
Originating in Dubiin, without any virtual consti-
tuency through the country to empower or support,
formed by its o-,vn private act, not by public action,
it will never in public estimation, be anything more
than an association of landownets, and it wi1l be prac-
tical wisdom to attempt no revolt against a public
decision, and to assume no other character or func-
tions than those which general opinion will have
certainiy assigned to it. Should it be able to estab-
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lish and extencl itself, a few ind-ivid'uals from other
classes might d.oubtless be induced to join it-a few

mercantile and professional men, trad-esmen, and
tenant-farmers ; but never in sufficient number to
enable it to assume the character, or exercise the
functions of a National Council. Let it profess to be,

what in fact, it is, an association of landed proprietors,
and pretend to be nofhing more. This will be its
true and most efiective policy. But no association

o{ land.owners, acting alone, can settle a single ques-

tion of all those which are now fermenting in every

house and every heart throughout the island' Be its
objects what they may, the nobiest or meanest, the
greatest or pettiest, not one of them can be effected'

without the assent and aid" of those who occllpy
the soil and inhabit the 1and, and who n'i11 continue
to be occupiers and. inhabitants in despite ancl defiance

of open fotce or covert fraud, o{ avovred enemies or

hollow friends.
If its founders, however, be honest, earnest, and

capable, and should they succeed in obtaining the

ad"jresion of any consid,erable number of the landed

proprietors, the nascent association may be made to

form one compor.ent paft of a national counciL, of

which the Commons of Ireland'-tenant-farmers and

tracling classes-would constitute the other portion'
As the most ready and" feasible mode that occurs

to me of orgarizing such Council, I beg to present, for
consicleration and correction, the hasty d'raft of plan

which is stated in the foliowing suggestions :.-
r. That the Reprod-uctive Committee do imnre-

d.iately constitute itself into an association of 1aild-

o*11"ru, to be composed exclusively of Irisir lairded

proprietors.
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z. That should such proposed association of land-
owners become too numetous to act as a deliberate
assembly, it shail appoint a managing committee
of one or two hundred rnembers, empowered. and
instructed to assume the office of standing, and
speaking, and acting, as the accredited. organ of the
landed proprietors of freiand..

3. Tbat a tetant-league or association of tenant-
farmers be formed with as little delay as possible, in
each of the several counties of Ireland.

4. TInt every such county league of tenant-farmers
sha11 appoint a managing committee of not less than
fi.ae nor more than taelae members-the number to be
fi.xed. according to the extent and population of the
county.

J. That a trade society for the revival and promo-
tion of Irish manufacture be established. in each of
the thirty most populous cities and towns of the
kingdom.

6. That every such trade society sha1l appoint a
secretary, or a president and secretary, ot a managing
committee, of from three to eight members, according
to the greater or smaller population of the town or
city.

7. Tbat these tenant-league committeep, trade-
corimittees, and trade offi.cets, either unddb special
powers and instructions to that effect, if allowed. by
the Convention Act or otherwise, through the con-
currence of accidental circumstanes, or other perfectly
legal and moral contrivance, sha1l assemble together
in Dublin, to consult and determine upon such ques-
tions affecting the interests of the tenant-farmers and
trading classes of lreland, as may be brought before
them. and sha11 further be empowered (or permitted)

to treat, confef, and enter into agreement with the
landor,vners' association on all these several questions.

8. That those committees be further vesied with
fu11 powers (or allowed fu11 permission) to hold such
:onference with the landed proprietors, in whatever
mode rnay be found most eligible and satisfactory
and on such guarantees and securities as muy le
deemed sufficient.

This is a very hSrried and imperfect sketch of my
ideas on the mode in which r think a National council
might be constituted, such as the people of freland
wouid acknowledge and accept in that character. The
primary proceeding of forming the several tenant-
leagues and trade societies is the only essential portion
of the plan. There are many mod.es in which the
ulterior proceed.ings might be conducted. without
violating the Convention Act. If the society formed
by the " Reproductive Committee,, recommend and
carry out this proceeding, or some analogous pro_
ceeding, they rvill have deserved well of theii 

"oorr?ry,saved and strengthened their owa class, ancl done o
deed in historyr.
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LETTER" TO JOHN MTTCHEI.

teNaKrtl-, Anrnvlux,
Tuesday, Jtme ztst, '47.

Dnan SrR,-On receiving yours of Saturday, rgtl:',
I determined. to go at once to torvn rvithout waiting
for your answer to mine of Frid.ay last, r-lhich I was
aware had been posted. too late for that evening's
mai1. I was four miles from home on my way to the
coach office yesterday when a mounted servant over-
took me with your letter of Sunday. On read'ing it
I returnecl home : ancl it you,r opinions be those o{

the majority of the acting (I shouid perhaps say
tal,king) members of the Council-as I take for granted
they are-I scarcely know whether I can cal1, or con-
sid.er myself any longbr a member of the Confed-eration.
Indeed I have 1itt1e d"oubt that you go farther w.ith

me than the great majority. At least I had more

dependence on you than on any other of the number-
always excepting Devin Rei11y. But perhaps I was

wrong.
I know them and you by speeches and writing

on1y. But men rrray speak and write forcibly,
and yet act very feebiy, and be very competent to
criticise, yet utterly incompetent to construct. Ire-
1anc1's greatest and last opportunity was in youl
hands-a revolution that wouid have put your own
names in the bTaze of the sun for ever was in your
hands ; yotl have flung it away as the cock flung the

d.iamond, useless to him, as the crisis was to you.
A'

vain to him the t#;" -"il: could "", n",ur;',vain to you were the lightnings of heaven and flre
meteors of earth which you could. or would not kindle
and guide.

Three letters of nine were published. It was the
sec,nd , not the third I said was published in smotloering
silence.

The sentence cut out of my last was ,,formed. by
and out of the same body which had produced thl
'Irish Party' formed at a private and cltse meeting,
without public requisition, consultation, oi 

"oo"ol_r€nce,"-*as this a misstatement of fact ? No matter.f never recognised the land.owners as an element.
oI as part and portion of the people. f recognised
them as " aliens and enemies ,, whom I soliiiied to
join with ar:.d becorne a part of us, and of a new frish
nation-as a " foreign garrison,r whom J reguired to
become a " national guard ,, before it should be too
iate. It is now too late. In two mantl,rs, at least, we
might appeal in vain. I_ret us appeal to them. if vou
wi1l, during those next two montirs i but 1et us
appeai by the only argurnent they can understand_
the argument of acts-tlrLe argument of pnEpenarroN.

In reply to the f.rst letter f ever received from you
(March g) I wrote to you a hurried note in which I
did not precisely state my viervs and principles. ButI stated the main principle to Mr.-D,Arcy McGee
in a letter of the same date, which I requested him to
hand you. Did.he do so ? I suppose not. At least
you appear to be und.er mistakes as to my objects
whigh I cannot permit you to retain. f have oothiog
to do with the landlord-and--tenant questioo, 

"iunderstood. The question of the tenure by which
the actual cultivator of the soil should hold his land is
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one for an frish Parliament. I\{y object is to repeal
the Conquest-not any part or portion but the whole
and entire conquest of seven hundred years-
a thing much more easily done than to repeal the
IInion. Tirat the absolute (a11odia1) ownership of
the lands of freland is vested of right in the people
of Ireland-that the1z, and none but they, are the
first landowners and lords paramount as well as the
lau'makers of this island-that all titles to land. are
invalid not conferred or confirmed by them-and
that no man has a right to hold one foot of Irish
soil otherwise than by grant of tenancy and fee from
them, and under such conditions as they lnay annex
of suit and service, faith and fealty, etc., these are
my principles. To such landowners as could be
brought to recognise this right of the Irish people,
and to s'ffear allegiance to this island-eueen, I would
grant nerv titles. Those who might refuse should.
cease to be landowners or quit this land, and their
lands be vested in the occupying tenants. The
mode of argument to be employed in convincing
the landtrords of the truth of the principle f have stated,
and of persuading them to recognise it (and. Inde-
pendence) is very simple. To show them we are
owners de iu.re, we have only to prove we are owners
de f acto. Easily done. Our means, whether of
moral agitation, military force, or moral insurrection,
are impotent against the English Government, which
is beyond our reach ; but resistless against
the English garrison r,vho stand here, scattered.
and isolated, girdled round by a mighty
people, whom their leaders alone have turned
into mean slaves anrl sneaking beggars. Should the
landlords be blind to tir.e argument I have mentioned,

NA7'ION I,lJ'I'TllIr,j 4,.

and Engla'd conre to tire relief and rcscue of hergarrison, then of course there shorrld be resistance
:-rnd. defence, just of the kind required to drill alcl
cliscipiine, as the hare-course, shori and sharp, trainsand tempers and hardens the blood-huntir. The
question of time is everything. f r,vant a prepared,
organised, and resistless revolution . you -woul,l

only have an unpreparerl, disorderly anrl vile ja.
querie. You plead against locking the stable dooruntil the horse has been stolen. & is about to bestolen. But the lo-ck and. key have yet to be forgerl
You won't help to forge them, But you may possibl-1.
overtake us and help to see the door iockea fy ott 

"r,Good. You throi,v a\,vay the elections too, for on no
other argument than mine will you get a frieze coatto vote for you. freland was ready to strip forbattle, and none flinched. but the fire_eateis. I
respectfully decline to be proposed as member of the" frish Council." you vron,l n"tp to form temant_
Ieagwes I as a sotpport ot a clzeck I want that one
guarantee of the good faith of the codfecleration.
Under assurance of support from them I made usein my published letterJ of *hat must now appear as
couardl,y threats, never meant to be fu1fi11ed. I nor,v
urr.derstand why and how Ireland is a slave. Showthis to Mr. Duffy, and to Mr. D,Arcy McGee, or to
anyone else at your own discretion. A iea tnonths,l:a to.r the English garrison is all L{r. Duffy requires.
Egad !--Mr. Duffy was bred. a townsman, ! A few
months *and the star of Ireland has gone clown forever. Three-fourths of the tenant_faimers of this
county are served with ejectment notices, and thisyear the bailiff follows in the track of the reaper.
The corn wi1lbe seized in the sickle.-A ferv months !_

G
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I4"h,o, tptlt'at, and. ultere is Devin Rei1ly ? He macle

two speeches at the Confederation, which is all I
know of him. If the man be equal to the speeches-
not aln'ays the case-he ought to be the foremost
man in the Confederation. As this may be possibiy
my last letter to you, f conclude it with some pain
anC regret.

Yours truly,
Jauns F. Lar,on.

]ohn Mitchel, Esq.
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TENANT RIGHT \{EETING IN TIPPERARY.

Mr. James F. Lalor was appointed Secretary to the
meeting, and briefly expiained the objects for which it was
called. 

" He said the principal objeit for which it was
cailed was to establish in Tipperary the tenant right of
Iilster-(cheers)-a right which declared that any man
who obtained pbssession of land as occupying tenant should
be understood as having the perpetual possession of it so
long as he paid the rent-that the rent was not to be €xec1
by competition for the land by the landlord or agent, or
be regulated by the highest bidding, but by the general
standard of the country, or by common consent or by
arbitration, or by some other equally fair and equable
mode. So long as the rent was paid, the tenant riglrt secureti
the tenant against losing possession of his holding. He
misht sel1 it but conld not otherwise lose it whiie he paid
hiJrent. Ejectments were unknown where the tenant right
was established-the landlord could not make an entry ;

but if the rent fe1l into arrear he might sell the possession;
or tenant right, in the same way as his own estati might
be sold for debt. The tenant right gave the tenant as clear
a right to the possession of his holding, while he met his
engagement, as th.e landlord to the fee. The object then
of the meeting was to establish the tenant right of Ulster
in Tipperary, to secure the tenant perpetuity in tlee land
and enable him to live as the tenant in fllster lives. Iie
would not detain the meeting longer than with these few
obscrvations, but would read to them some resolutions and
allow others to speak.

LALon's REsor,utroNs.

" Ibat of natural right, c,n the grant of God, the
soil of Ireland beiongs to the people of Ireland,
who have tirerefore a clear vested right of property

47
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in the soil to the extent of ful1, comfortable, ano
secure subsistence therefrom, which never could or
can be parted with, pass, or perish; and which no
power on earth, nor any length of adverse possession
cair. take away, annul, bar, or diminish.

" That the people of freland have for ages been
deprived of their natural right of property in their own
soi1, that their right has been in practical effect
utterly defeated. and diverted, and that it no\v re-
quires to be asserted, enforced and established.

" That the claim of the occupying tenant of the
soil to a fuil and suffi.cient subsistence out of the
crops they have raised., and to a sufficiency of seed for
next year's crops, is prior and superior to every other
claim whatsoever.

" That the subsistence of the people of freland is in
danger, and requires to be defended, protected, and
secured.

" That in defence of our rights of life and property
and. security of subsistence, we do hereby resolve to
constitute ourselves into a public league or asso-
ciation, under the name of the Tipperary Tenant
league."

The sixth resolution :-
" That the sole and only title that can be pleaded

to any right of private property in the substance of
the soil is merely and altogether conventional, and
in order to be valid must be found.ed on common con-
sent and agreement-be created by compact, and

- conferred or confi.rmed by the will and grant of the
people, as defined or declared. in the form of positive
ancl precise laws ; and as it is thus created by the larry,

the laq', therefore, may regulate, restrain, iimif or
qualify it."

NATION I]ETTERS 49

The eighth resolution :-_
" That the tenant right above referred to is as

follows--that. is to say, that any person or parties
now ha.ving or holding the actual possession or occrl_
pation of any portion of the soil of this county, sha1l
be deemed and taken to have a permanent and per-
petual possession of the same, for and during so long
as he shall continue to pay such rent as shal1 be fixed
and determined. by the adjudication and award of
sworn arbitrators, or other fairly constituted and
impartial tribunal, such adjudication and award to
be made and given on such principles and in such mode
as may hereafter be determined by convention and
agreement between the landlord and occupier.,,

Other resolutions'-
" That the landlords of this courrtry are hereby

requested and ca11ed on to subscribe to and recognise
the tenant right as stated in the terms of the pr.,rioo,
resolutions, and that a17 lawful means be irsetl to
induce them to do so.

" That tenant farmers and people throughout the
several counties of freland, are hereby called on to
adopt the declaration of tenant right contained in
the foregoing resolution, and join in covenant and
agreement with us in asserting and establishing by
force of pubiic opinion the r-ight and custom therein
stated, as the standing law of tenure in Ireland.

" That provision be made foi organising the league
now established into divisional or parochial com-
mittees."

Mn. I,,er,on-You see we did not come here to make
speeches, but to do business. There should be a
general committee of management to give effect to
the resolutions, and a fund formed to be placed. at
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the disposal of the cornmittee' But the very fi'rst

thing *ilt b" for the committee to end'eavour to gain

the issent of the 1and1orc1s, for without th'eir assent

the object of the whole will fa11 to the ground""

At tiris point a certain Mr' William Connor claimed

".frrir.ii" 
it tJa*tt-trt-'t^-"tl"g' rre introduced himself

il';;;;1;'-;;b;ha1f of the farders in other counties' and

stated that he U"a "ol!-tion.r-l"tti" 
to attend the meeting'

i;;i;"g ;;Jtpitit"a ^adi"st 
n" d'*"lt on the relativT::i1"^ti

"i l""ai"ra aid teuant, arguing that the trump.card nelc

ti tfa rJt"r wa9 the uofuit""o*lp*tition' from which sprang

*tr":3;*lgkn:r;e":'*m:',"lff :#*:,q',*1
tlre two remedies nfii"i[="a *"* ttl a fatr vaiuation of

the land ; (z) u pttpJt"iiy-io tn" tenant in his farm' He

obiected to 1\Ir. i,.f5i{t&"1utions on the ground of their

dubious wording.
As the resolutions had been carried, lalor.interp"ttl "'ll1

."'Tpf"-tfiJ"In" cn"it-u"' lrereupon a 1ive1v argument

ensued, connor t"titffi t" continuing his,speech'.'l"P:
.fiil; uitJ^i* io tik" "p 

tp--tj:: of the meenns bv

d;t',1l;t?'l;1T,-:b*"T.x1"""e:ii,lHroF*,ili
;ffiriil?;]."dj., "'id 

coooo' was qot permitted to proceed

wltt nis speech. ;;t;; h" was siientecl Connor m4de a

personal attack ." i;'il Jvitiilntt he and' his father had

booressed " their i.;;"i;;r'- "iin"1ts| 
as a matter of fact

lfii;'il; """1;;-;t$-"ili.*!'1'edio 
a11ow him (connor)

to orsanise *.*orr!fi"*tGiJ dittli*' The chairman then

rntcrrTened and Connor retlred'

The meeting closed, Lalor summing up ds i?119*,t-';

" We are determined' to establish the tenant rlgnt or

Ulster in this county by every qeans in our power-

nr- "[ constitutionui *!u'lt-to have effect from this

day forward., ;a the several other counties of

Iteland be calied on to adopt similar resolutions that

a general and po*erful effort be mad'e to secure the

tenant in the pos'"s'ioo of his holding' The land-
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lords sirould be requested to give tlieir assent to the
tenant right, without which the tenant wou1d. never
be satisfied or the country tranquil. It will be of
importance to take measures for the irirmediate or-
ganisation of the various divisionai committees, to
give effect to the resolutions passed this day. As a
fund. to defray expenses will also be essential, I move
that a fund be raised by voluntary subscriptions-"

(The motion was ad.opted.)
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MR. I-,ALOR'S LETTBR.

To the Editor of the " Inrsg FELoN."

Deen Srn,-In assenting to aid in the formation
and conduct of a journal intended to fil1 the place and
take up the mission of. The United lrishman,I tliink
it desirable to make a short statement of the prin-
ciples and cond.itions, public and personal on which
alone I would. d.esire to be accepted. as a partner in
this undertaking. I think there is none of them to
which you will object or demur, and that I may
alread.y consid.er them as articles of agreement' There
are some of them which may possibly strike you at
first as admitting question, or requiring to be quali-
fied.; but I am convinced you will fi.nd our views to
be essentially the same, although perhaps put into a

different dialect and a different form of expression'
And in the fi.rst place and prior to everything else

I feel bound, to state that I join you on the clear under-
standing th.at I am engaging, not in a mercantile
concern, nor in any private speculatior" of enterprise
whatevet, but in a political confed.eracy for a great
pubiic purpose. Money must not be ad'mitted among

our objects or motives ; and. no money must be mad.e

by those, or any of those concerned in the conduct
of this journal. You and I, and each and all of us

must determine to leave t1-ris office as poor as we enter
it. This cond.ition is more important than may
appear on fi.rst view; and I believe it absolutely
requisite to make, and insist on it as a principle oi
action. You may not, and indeed cannot be aware
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of all its necessity, nor of many of the motives and
grounds on which I desire to have it entered as an
article of agreement between ourselves, and. between
us and the public. In a letter intended for publication
(if you see fit) I do not for the present think proper
to give any full statement; but in private I feel
assured that I sha1l be able to satisfy your mincl on
this matter.

To establish an ordinary newspaper, on the common
motive of vesting a capital to advantage, is doubtless
quite legitimate. But to found such a journal as
The Felon, on the views which you and I entertain,
for the mere purpose, in u'hole or in part of making
a fortune, or making a fartTting, would be a felon's
crime indeed, deserving no hero's doom, lamented
death, or honoured exile, but death on the scaffold
amid the scoff and scorn of the wor1d. For years we
have seen men in freland alternately trading on the
government, and trading on the country, and
making money by both; and you do not imagine
perhaps, to rn'hat a d.egree the public mind has been
affected with a feeling of suspicion by the circum-
stance-a feeling deepened, extended, ancl justified
by all \ve see or know ourselves. For indeed the
craving to get money-the niggard reluctance to give
money-the coward fear of losing or laying out money

-is the bad or cosrse point that is most apparent
in the character of all ranks and classes of our people ;
and. I often fear it argues an utter absence of heroism
from our national temperament, and of all the roman-
tic passions, whether public or private. fn other
countries men marry for love; in Ireland they marrlr
for money. Elsewhere they serve their country ior
their country's thanks or their country's tears-here
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they d.o it for their country's money. At this very
time when Ire1anc1, to all appearance, is stripping for
her last struggle, on this side of ages, there are I am

convinced lrrrany people amons the middle class who
refuse to fal1 into the national match, or countenance
the national movement, merely from the hope-in
most cases as vain as it is vile-of obtainiirg some petty
government place ; or from the fear of losing some

beggarly employment or emolument; and I know
myself, in this county many and many a stu-rdy and

comfortable farmer who refuses to furnish himseif
with a pike, merely and. sole1y because it would cost

him two shiliings. For ourselves-I say nothing of
others-let us aim at higher and better rewarcls than
mere money rewards. Better and higher rewards
has Ireland in her hand.s' If we succeed we sha11

obtain these ; and if we d,o not succecd we sha1l de-

serve none. In cases like this the greatest crime
men can commit is the crime of failure. I am con-

vinced. it has become essential to out own fame and

our effectiveness-to the success of our cause and the
character of our country to keep clear and secure

ourselves from the suspicion that our only object
may be nothing more than a long and' lucrative agi-

tation. The Confederation pledged its members to
accept no office, or place of profi.t, from an Engiish
government. That pledge was efficient, perhaps

for its own professed purpose, but not for others-_
for an " agrtation " has places and profits of its own
to bestow. Let them say of us whatever else they
will-let them call us felons, and treat us as such, but
let them notat least have the power tocali us swindiers'
We may never be famous : 1et us not become infamous,

For the proprietors of this papec 1et their capital be
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replaced, but nothing more. For the conductors
and contributors, 1et their entire expenses be defrayed,
if you will, on the most liberal estirrate, but nothing
more. If. any surplus remains, large or 1ittie, it is
required in support and aid of our general objects,
and to that purpose f am clearly of opinion it ought
to be devoted. It is perfectly plain to me that a
newspaper cannot of itself achieve those objects, any
more than a batterl' can carry a camp or a fortress. A
public journal is, indeed, inclispensable ; but it is
chiefly in order to cover and protect other operations,
and those operations must be paid for. For they will
not pay for themselves. A public funcl is rryantecl._
a large one is wantecl-it is .wanted imrrlediately ; and
rl'e have no present mocle of formine one, e;<cept of
thror,ving into it the u'hole surplus profits of the
F elon.

But some of us may have famiiies-rve may perish
in this enterprise-and rn'hat of them ? I,eave them
to God and to Ireland ; or if you fear to trust either,
then stay at home and let others do the r.vork.

For these, and other still rnore irnportant reasons,
needless to be stated" as yet, I certainly could have
wished that this journal had been established on a
subscribed capital, and the effective ownership vested
in a joint stock company of, say, eight hundred. or a
thousand proprietors. What is there to hinder that
this arrangement should be made even now.? It
would contain securities and create powers rn'hicir no
other could offer or pretend.to. There are, indeed,
some practical difficulties in the way ; but they might
easily, I think, be overcome. Whether any such ar-
rangement be adopted or oot, I believe, hoinerrer, that
I am fully warranted in desiring-and I think our o\\,u
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true interest and honour concur in demanding that the
Felon offi.ce shal1 not be a commercial establishment,
but c,rganised and anirrated as a great political asso-

ciation. And, for my own part, I entet it with the hope
and determination to make it an armed post, a fortress
for freedom, to be perhaps taken ancl retaken again,
and 5tet agatn; but never to surrend.er, nor stoop
its flag, until that flag sha11 float above a liberated
nation.

Without agreement as to our objects rve cannot
agree on the course we should fo11ow. It is requisite
the paper should havc but one object and that the
public shouid understand what that objectis. I\{ineis
not to repeal the Union, nor restore Eighty-two.
This is not the year '82; this is the year '48. For
Repeal I never went into " Agitation " and will not
go into insurrection. On that question I refuse to
arm, or to act in any mode-and the countrlr refuses.'
C'Connell mad.e no mistake when he pronounced' it
to be not rn'orth the price of one drop of blood. ; and
for myself, I regret it was not ieft in the hand.s of
Conciliation Hail whose lawful property it was and is.

Moral force, and Repeal, tire neans and the purpose,
were just fitted to each other, Arcades arnbo, baimy
Arcadians both. When the means were limiti:d it was

only proper and necessary to limit the purpose. Mlhen
the means were enlarged, the purpose oughb to have

been enlarged also. Repeal in its vulgar meaning,
I look on as utterly impracticable by any mod'e of
action whatever, and the constitution of '82 as absurrl,
worthless, and worse than worthless. The English
government will never corrced.e or surrend-er to any
species of moral force whatsoever ; and the country-
peasantry will never arm and fight for it-neithet

usuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu
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will L ff f am to stake life ancl fame it must assuredly
be for something better and greater, more like1y to
last, more likely to succeed, and. better rvorth success.
And a stronger passion, a higher purpose, a nobler and
more needful enterprise is fermenting in the hearts of
the people. A mightier question moves freland to-
day than that of merely repealing the Act of Union.
Not the constitution that Tone diecl to abolish, but
the constitution that Tone died to obtain, indepen-
dence, fuil and absolute independence, for this island.,
and for every man within this islancl. Into no move-
ment that would leave an enemy's garrison in pos_
session of all our lands, masters of our liberties, our
lives and. all our means of life and happiness-into
no such movement wili a single man of the greycoats
enter with an armed band, whatever the town popu_
iation may do. On a wider fighting fie1d, rvith stronger
positions and greater resources than are afiorded by
the paltry question of Repeal, must we close for our
final struggie with England, or sink and surrender.
freland her own-Ireland her own, and all therein,
from the sod to the sky. The soil of freland for the
people of freland, to have and to hold from God alone
who gave it-to have and to hold to them and their
heirs for ever, without suit or service, faith or fealty,
rent or render, to any po\Mer under lleaven. From
a worse bondage than the bondage of any foreign
government, from a dominion more grievous and
grinding than the dominion of England in its worst
days*-from the cruellest tyranny that ever yet laid
its vulture clutch on the body and soul of a country,
from the robber rights and robber rule that have
turned us into slaves and beggars in the land that
God gave us for ours.-Deliverance, oh Lord. ; De-
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liverance or ]leatli--Deliverance' or this island a

d.esert ! This is the one prayer' and terrible need'

and real passion of lreland^to-day' as it has been for

;;. 
- 

xoou, at lasi it begins to shape into cefined' and

desperate ptlrpose ; and'lnto it all smaller ancl meanel

p#p"t"t *oti settie and metge' It miglrt have been

kept in abeyance, and' away from thesight o{ the sun*
rti, tilf ,ttl, ota native race had been flnally con-

;;;;"; 
-""t 

and extinguished sub- si'lentio' without

noise or notice. e;t orr';" propounded. and proclaimed

as a principle, not l" tU" duttt of remote country d'is-

tricts, but loudly and proudly' i1 the tribunes of the

capital, it must oo* ti acceptecl and' d'eclared' as the

nlSi gt*t Article oi Atto"iation in the National

Covenant of organisecl d'efence ancl armed' resistance ;

as the principle to take ground' and stand and fight

upon. When a greater. and' more ennobling enter-

fiir" i. on foot, i,,"'y inferior- and feebler project or

iro"""ai"g will soon UL tett in the hand's of old women'

of d.astard*, l*po,Lrs, swincllets' and' imbeciles' All

the strength ani manhood' of the island-a1l the

"o*r"g", 
lnergies, and ambition-all the passions'

heroism, and' .ii"uftv-uff the strong men' and

;1;;; minds-ail those things that make revolutions

wili quichiy a"s",t it, and throw-themselves into the

greater *"rru*.,l't, throng into the larger and loftier

undertaking ancl flock rlund the banner that flies

nearest the sky. There go the young ancl the gallant'

lir".gift"a, ona tt" darinlg, and there too go the-lvise'

For wisdom knows thaiin national action l'ittlen'ess

is rnore fatal than the wildest rashness ; that' greatness

of object is essential to greatness of effort' strength'

and success ; th"at a revolution ought never to take

its stand on low or narrow groundl but seize on the
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broadest and highest ground it can 1ay hands cn ; anci
th'tt a petty enterprise selclom s'lcceeds. FIad America
airned or declared for less than independence she
would probably have failed, and been a fettered slave
to-day.

Not to repeal the Union, then, but to repeai the
Conquest-not to disturb or dismantle the empire,
but to abolish it forever-not to fail back on 'Bz b:ut
act up to '48-not to resume or restore an o1d. con-
stitution, but to found a new nation, and raise up a
free people, and strong as well as free, and secure as
well as strong, based on a peasantry rooted like rocks
in tire soil of the land-tiris is my object, as I hope
it is yours; and this, you may be assured, is the
easier, as it is the nobler and mo::e pressing enterprise.
For Repeal, all the moral means at ottr disposal have
been used., abused, and. abandoned. A11 the rnilitary
means it can command will fail as utterly. Compare
the two questions. R.epeal would require a national
organization; a central representatirre authority,
formally convened, formally elected ; a regular atmy,
a regulated war of concerted action, arrd combined
movement. When sha11 ',ve have them ? Where is
your National Council of Three Hundred ? Where is
your National Guard of Three Flundled Thousand ?

On Repeal, Ireland, of necessity, should. resolve and
act b'y tlt,e kitt,gdom. all together, linked and 1ed ; and
if beaten in the kingdom there would be nothing to
fall back upon. She could not possibly actby parishes.
To club and arm would not be enough, or rather it
would be nothing; and for Repeal alone Ireland will
neither club nor arm. The towns only will do so. A
Repeal-war would probably be the fight ancl defeat of
a single fieicl-day ; or if protracted., it rvouid be a mere

ill nnmmmmnmmntr|r|rltr|n



60 JAIIES FrNTAN LALOR

game of chess-and England, be assutecl, woulcl t-reaf

you in the garne of chess. On the other question all
circumstances differ, as I could easil1' show you
But I have gone into this portion of the subject
prematurely and 11na$'ares, and here I stop-being
reluctant besides to trespass too long on the time of

her Majesty's lega1 and military advisers-
I would regret much to have my meardng, in any

degree, misconceived. I do not desire, by any means,

to depreciate the value and importance of Repeal,

in the valid. and vigorous sense of the'term, but only
in its vulgar acceptation. I d'o not want to malie
the tenure question the sole or main topic or purpose

of the Felon, or to malie Repeal oniy secondary and

subservient. I do not wish-far from it-to consider

the two questions as antagonistic or distinct. n{y
wish is to combine and cement the two into one ; and

so, perfect, and reinforce, and, carry both. I, too,
want to bring about an alliance and " combination
of classes "-411 alliance more wanted. and better
worth, more feasible effective and, honourable, than
any treasonable alliance with the enemy's garrison,
based on the surrend.er and. sacrifice of the rights
and lives of the Irish people. I rvant to ally the town
and country. Repeal is the question of the torvn
population ; the land. tenure question is that of the
country peasantry; both combined, taking each in
its ful1 extent ancl efficacy, form the question of
Ireland"-her question for the battle-day.

The principle I state, and mean to stand upon, is

this, that the entire orvnership of lreland, moral and

material, up to the sun, and down to the centre, is
vested of right in the people of Ireland ; that they,
and none but they, are the land-owners and law-
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makers of this island.; that all laws are nu11 and voirl
not made by them; and ail titles to land invalicl rrot
conferrecL and confirmed. by them; and that this
fu11 right of ownership may and ought to be asserte<'l
and enforced by any and all means which God has
put in the power of man. In other, if not piainc'r
word"s, I hold and maintain that the entire soil of a
country belongs of right to the people of that country,
and is the rightful property not of any one c1ass, but
of the nation at large, in fu11 efrective possession, to
let to whom they will on whatever tenures, terms,
tents, services. and conditions they will ; one con-
dition, however, being unavoidable, and essential, the
condition that the tenant shall bear fu1l, true, and
undivided fealty, and allegiance to Lhe nation, and tlre
laws of the nation whose lands he ho1d.s, and own no
allegiance whatsoever to any other prince, power, or
people, or any obligation of obedience or respect to
their wi1l, ordets, or laws. I hold further, and firmly
believe, that the enjoyment by the people of this
right, of first ownership of the soil, is essential to the
vigour and vitality of all other rights ; to their validity,
effi.cacy, and value ; to their secure possession and
safe exercise. For 1et no people d.eceive themselves,
or be deceived by the words, and colours, and phrases,
and forms, of a mock freedom, by constitutions, and
charters ancl articles, and franchises. These things
are paper and parchment, waste and worthless. Iret
laws and institutions say what they w-i11, this fact will
be stronger than a1i 1aws, and prevail against them-
the fact that those who own your land will make your
laws, and command your liberties, and your lives.
But this is tyranny and slavery-tyranny in its widest
scope, and worst shape ; slavery of body and soul from
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the cradle to the coffin-slavery, rvith a1l its horrors,
and with none of its physical comforts and security ;
even as it is in lreland, where the whole community
is made up of tyrants, slaves, and slave-drivers. A
people whose lands and. lives are thus in the keeping
and custody of others, instead of in their own, are not
in a position of common safety. The Irish famine
of '46 is example and proof. The corn crops were
sufficient to feed the island. But the landlords
wowld have their rents in spite of famine, and in
defiance of fever. They took the whole harvest and
left hunger to those who raised it. Had the people
of Ireiand been the landlords of Ireland, not a single
human creature would. have died of hunger, nor the
failure of the potato been considered a matter of any
consequence.

This principle, then, that the property and possession
uf land, as well as the powers of legislation, belong of
right to people rvho iive in the land and under the
law-do ypu assent to it in its fu1l integrity, and to
tire present necessity of enforcing it ? Your redso,n
may assent, yet yoar feel,ings refuse and revolt-or
those of others at least may do so. Mercy is for the
rnerciful; and you may think it pity to oust and
abolish the present noble race of land-owners, who
have ever been pitiful and compassionate them-
selves.

What ! is your syrrrpathy for a class so great, and
your sympathy for a whole people so sma11. For those
same land-owners are now treading out the very life
and existence of an entire people, and trampling down
the liberties and hopes of this island for ever. It is
a mere question betrveen a people and a class-between
a people of eight millions and a ciass of eight thousand.
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They or we must quit this island. It is a people to be
saved or lost--it is the island to be kept or surrendered.
Tirey have served us with a general writ of ejectment
Wherefore, I say, let them get a notice to quii at once ;or we shall oust possession under the iaw of nature.
There are men who claim protection for them, and for
all their tyrannous rights and powers, being as .. one
class of the Irish people." I deny the claim. Thev
form no class of the Irish people, or of any other peopl".
Strangers they are in this land they call theiis_
strangers here and strangers everyr,vhere, owninq no
country and" owned by none ; rejecting lreLnd,
and rejected by England; tyrants to this lilancl, and
slaves to another ; here they stand. hating and hated_
their hand ever against us, as ours against them, an
outcast and ruffi.anly horde, alone in the worlc1, ancl
alone in its history, a class by themselves. They d.o
not now, and never did belong to this island. Tyrants
aird traitors have theSr ever been to us and ouri since
first they set foot on our soil. Their crirne it is and
not England's that Ireland stands r,vhere she cloes
to-day-or rather it is our own that have borne them
so long. Were they a class of the frish people the
Union could be repealed without a iife tst. Had
bhey been a class of the Irish people that Union would
have never been. But for them r,ve worrld now be
free, prosperous and happy. Until they be removed
no peopie can ever take root, grow up and flourislr
here. The question between them and us must sooner
or later have been brought to a deadly issue. For
heaven's sake, and for freland's let us settle it'norv.
and not leave it to our chilclren to settle. Indeed it
must be settled nsrM-f61 it is plain to any ordinar,v
sight tirat they or we are doomed. A cry has gone
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up to heaven for the living and the dead-to save

the living, and avenge the dead.'

There are, holet er, many landlord's perhaps, and

certainly a few, not fzuirly chargeable with the crimes
of their orcler ; and you may think it hard they should
lose their lands. But recollect, the principle I assert

would make Ireland in lact as she is of. rigl'tt, the
nristress and queen of all those lands ; that she, poor

lady, had ever a soft and grateful disposition ; and

that she may, if she please, in teward of aliegiance,

confer new titles, or confirm the old. tet us crown

her a queen ; and. then let her d'o 'n'ith her lands as

a queen may do.
In the case of any existing interest, of what nature

soever, I feel assured. that no question but one would
need to be answered. Does the owner of that interest
assent to swear allegiance to the people of Ireland,
and to ho1d. in fee from the Irish nation ? If the
assent may be assured. he will suffer no loss' No

errentual or permanent 1oss, I mean ; for some tem-

porary loss he must assured'1y suffer. But sucla loss

would be incid'enta1 and' inevitable to any armed

insurrection whatever, 11o matter on what principle
the right of resistance rn'ould" be resorted' to' If he

refuse-then I say awa.y with him-out of this 1ancl

'r'ith him-himself and all his robber rights, and ail

the things himself and his rights have brought into our

isiand,-t1ooc1, and teats, and famine, and' the fever

that goes rryith famine. Between the relative merits

and importance of the two rights, the people's right
to the land, ancl their right to legislation, I d'o not
mean or wish to institute any comparison' I am far
ind.eed. from desirous to put the trvo rights in competi-

tion, or coutrast, for I consid'er each alike as the
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natural' complement of the other, necessary to its
thcoretical completeness, and practical efficacy. But,
considering them for a moment as distinct, I do mear
to assert this-that the land question contains,
and the legislative question does nol contain, the
materials from which victory is manufactured. ; and
that, there{ore, if we be truly in earnest and deter-
mined on success, it is on the former question, and not
on the latter that we must take our stand, fling out
our banner, and. hurl down to England our gage of
battle. Victory follows that banner alone, that and
no other. This island. is ours, and have it we will,
if the lead.ers be true to the people, and the people be
true to themseives.

The rights of property may be pleaded. No one
has more respect for the real rights of property than
I have ; but I do not class among them the robber's
right by which the lands of this country are now held
in fce for the British crown. I acknowledge no right
of property in a small class which goes to abrogate
the riglrts of a nurnerous people. I acknowledge no
right of property in eight thousand persons, be they
noble or ignoble, which takes away all rights of
property, security, ind.ependence, and existence itself,
from a population of eight mi11ions, and stand.s in
bar to all the political rights of the island, and all the
social rights of its inhabitants. I acknowledge no
right of property which takes away the food of miliions,
and gives them a famine-which denies to the peasant
the right of a home, ancl concedes, in exchange, the
right of a workhouse. I deny and challenge all such
rights, howsoever found,ed. or enforced. I challenge
tirem, as found.ed only on the cod"e of the brig,and, cLnd

enforced only by the sanction of the hangman.
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Against them I assei't the true and indefeasible right
of property-the right of our people to live in this
land and possess it-to live in it in security, comfort
and independence, and to live in it by their own
labour, on their own land, as God and nature intend,ed
them to do. Against them I sha1l array, if I can, all
the forces that yet remain in this island. And againpt
them I am determined to make rvar-to their destruc-
tion or my own.

These are my principles and. view-s. I sha1l have
otlr.er opportunities to develop and defend them. I
have some few other requisitions to make, but I
choose to defer them for other reasons besides want
cf time and space. Our first business, before we can
advance a step, is to fix our own footing and make
good our position. That once done, this contest must
if possible, be brought to a speedy close.
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r'o iun cr-rNrnbnRATE Al,i6 nEpnai, cr,uBs
IN IRE].,AND.

(The ..Inrsu F-ELoN,,, No. z.)

- 
The paper that foliows was written in flre last weekof January, r847-just one year and five monthsago--and was forwarded to one of the leading mem-bers of the Confsflglrlirr, for private 

"ir"iotutiooamong the council of that body. r now address itto you just as it was written, except that I nurr" *uA.one or two verbal alterations, and omitted. oo" ,"o-tence. rt might possibly be better to revise andre-write it altogether, in ord.er to adaptit more 
"tor"tyto the change of date, and to present conditions. Buteven were f to do this there would be little to alter ;and f have reasons for preferring to publish it jusi

as it stands.
ft requires to be recollected that I was addressinga particular and picked aud.ience, and was conse_quently entitled to assr.rne things which it would benecessary to !>roue in addressing the general public.I assume, for example, that ,, irlorul t.uor,i,iorr"

are incompetent to achieve Repeal, because I believedthat this was admitted by those i wrote for.f see no reason to prevent me mentioning that inabout a month from the date and delivery of my paper,I received a letter from John Mitchel, stating that onperusal and eonsideration of its contents, he had fu1lyadopted my views, and that he m"unt to act on thenr
so soon as occasion should fit and serve.

o7
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It is scarcely necessaty to state that the measure

I wish to have substituted for a simple Repeal of the
Union was--absolute independence, with abolition
of the tenures by which the lands of this country are

now holden in fee for the Bdtish crown.
It will be, seen that the present paper was to have

been followecl by a second. That second was written ;

but it assumed the form of a private correspondence,
ad.dresses to several members of the Confederation, and

to others-the greater portion of it to John Mitchel,
between whom and myself there was from the first an

almost perfect agreement. May his fetters weigh light,
and his spirit live among us !

Janot,arY 25, r.847.

In putting on paper the following ideas on the

course of action which the Irish Confederation ought
to take-as I am convinced. it must soon and' speedily

fix on that course, in some more determinate shape

an<1 precise terms than it has yet thought fit to adopt-
f wish it to be understoocl and apparent that I do not
mean, ancl have not time to draw out anything that
can purport to be a perfect and complete statement
of my .ri"*s on the subject, and sti1l less to exhibit
in detail the principles on which they are based, or
the argument in support of them. My sole wish or

intention is to seoggasf. Any attempt to conaert or

cona'ince would' be useless. Indiddual's are never

convertecl ; they must coavert tliemselves' Men are

moved only in masses; and it is easier to convert a
million of men than a single man. But neither is the

attempt necessary. To you, or any other of those

for whom this paper in intended, the end of the clue

line is enough. You wi11be able, il yow ch'ose' to fo11ow
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it out yourself. To lead on iink by link would. be
needless and absurd.

To any one who considers their speeches, resolutions,
and proceedings, it wii1, I think, appear manifest and
marked., as it does to me, that the .. seceders ,, have
gone into organised action upor mere vague impulse
and general feeling ; with their objectJ uncleined,
their principles unsettled, their coulse unmarked ;
'a'ithout any determinate plan, or consequently any
fixed purpose ; for no purpose can iong remain-fixed,
but must be ever veering and. wavering, without a
plan to guide, control, and sustain it ; uo,l. 

" purpose
without a plan to confi.ne and. confirm it, is no porpor"
at all. Such a p1an, too, is wan.ting as a warrant and
guarantee, to yourselves and to others thatyour object
is feasible, and your means adequate ; that you have
gauged, your enterprise, and nteaswred, yoat jnea,vLs ;
and that the work you call upon us to do wiil not be
wasted. There are few worse things, even in the etLic;
or economy of private 1ife, than labour mis_d.irectc d ;

but what should be said of those who would, for want
of a full and exact survey and calculation, mislead, and
exhaust the labour and means and strength of a people.Ij is 1ot principles a1one, however pure, nor purposes
the highest and noblest, that ever command" io"l"r, ;and few will be wiliing to go into a ship without
chart or compass, even though it steer its course bv
the stars of heaven.

Assuming therefore, as I have a clear right to
assume, that the leading members of the Confeder_
ation, or a certain number of them, cannot long defer
coming to some agreement amoil.g themselveJ as to
what their objects are to be; and that some surer
and better defined plan for attaining those objects
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must be laid, d.or,vn and adopted than " sixty members
reading-rooms, and rose-water,"-I proceed to submit
tire following consid.erations :-

r. Repeal, as cotnn4o?r,l,y understood, taken by itself
and STANDIITG AI-,ONE, on its own merits
and means, is an impracticable absurd.ity. Im-
practicabie, because it cannot be effected. except
by means which would d.issolve the connexion
altogether, any means that can be used being
either too feebie or too strong-either inacleguate
or incompatible. Absurd, because both comrnon
sense and history concur in telling us that the
resulting arrangement could not possibly end.ure
or be enclured..

It is irnpvacticabl,e. It does not contain, nor
can it command the means of possible success.
ft has no force to call into action on which it
can reiy, whether mora7, militaty, or mixed.,
Its moral, means acting in the mode admitted
by the constitution, and within the limits a1-
lowed by law, are wholly incompetent ; and
such as they are in Mr. O'Conne1l's possession,
to be used., abused, or not used at all.
That those means are incompetent, f could
easily show ; but surely it is unnecessary. The
fact of incompetency will, I think, at once be
recognised; or if any one denies it, I require
of him to state, in positive and precise terms,
the mode of action in which those means can be
made efiective. The complete and ricliculous
faiiure of every such attempt ought to be evi-
dence suffi.cient on this point. The fact briefly
stated is this-that a " moral agitation " ex-
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hausts its whoie power-its power of influencing
opinion, and of producing danger, damage, and
inconvenience-it exhausts this power on the
country in wirich it takes place. It r,vas not
England, but freland itself that suffered evil
and injury by our " glolious agitations', ancl
" gorgeous ethic experiments." The most
powerful moral agitation that could be .' got up ,,
in freland would not act utron ["onclon. If
" 11*^-^.i.-^+i^qrrancr.pauon " be quoted, I can prove the
quotation false in appiication to the present
aa qA

4. Jl:ut it is no less certain that those means, r.,'hether
elficient or impotent, are, in ful1 effect, the
property of Mr. O'Connell. What may possibly
have been the hasty apd premature protest of
the seceders against the Repeai question, has
forced him to adopt the policy of not giving it
up in ternts. I attach no blarrre to the seceders
for this somewhat precipitate proceeding. But
the effect is that Repeal, in its constitutional
shape, remains stil1 his private property, in fu1l,
effective possession, to manage or mismairage
to make much or iittie of, to sell or suspend,
surrender or exchange as best he can. The mass r

of the people can neither estimate nor under-
stand the points in dispute, nor the reasons for
secession; and can never be brought to join
r'vhat could so easily be represented as an
antagonistic and hostile movement. ff any
member of council doubts tiris opinion, f chal-
lenge him to test it.

5. The use of military means, if you had thern,
wouid be rno:e than adequate. Those means
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would do more than repeal the Union ; no1

could they be limiteC to any such result. This
might be no objection; and I mention the fact
here, not as an objection, but for another and
different reasor, which I need not state as yet.
But in truth on this question you possess no such
means nor can you command or create them;
neither, if you had them, could you employ
them u.ith srrccess.
You possess no military means. Repeal is not
an armed man, but a naked beggar. You fail
in finding the fi.rst and fundamental element
of militar-v force-you fail in fi.ndJng men. The
only martiai population that lreiand possesses-
the smal1 farmers and. labourers-wiJ.l never
wield a weapon in favour of Repeal. This might
be enough to say; but the fu1l and entire fact
ought to be told, that you can ne\rer count again
on the support of the country peasantry in any
shape or degree, on the question of Repeal.
Their interest in it was never ard.ent; nor was
it native ol spontaneous, but forced and ficti-
tious. Such as it rvas, it is now extinct, and

can never be re-created. Tire smal'l' farnoers,
more especially, are weary and. heart-sick of
Repeal, as well as of agitation-that agitation
which has been ca11ed a blood.tress one, but which
to tltent, was not b1coc11':ss. You have with you
on Repeai-provided you can take them from
Mr. O'Conne1l-the town popot'lation of three pro-
vinces, and a portion of that of Ulster. Such
and more is the real amount of your force. This
statement may be disagreeable, ancl d.isagree-

able statements ate not easily believed. But
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you may trust in its truth, and it requires to
be made. No error could be more f.ata| than a
false estimate of your force. But, be this true
or false in reference to tnoral means, you can
never make Repeal a m,ilitary question. you
are without an arnl-f need not ask yrhere
is your arsenal ?

But even had you those lrleans or if you could
create them-if you had at command the r,vhole
mtlitary power of the people and the ful1 means
of a popular armament, I say you cannot use
them to effect on the question of Repeal. To
make it successful, your fight must be a delensite
one. The force of England is entrenched, and
fortif,ed. You must draw it out of position ;
break up its mass ; break its trained line of
march and manoeuvre, its equal step and serried
afiay. You cannot organize, or train, or dis-
cipline your own force to any point of effrciency.
You must therefore disorganize, and untrain,
and undiscipline that of the eneny, ancl not
alone must you unsolclier, you must unofficer
it also ; nullify its tactique and strategy, as
well as its discipline ; decompose th.e science
and system of war, and resolve thene into their
first elements. You must make the hostile
army a mob, as your oivn will be ; force it to
act on t};re offensive, and obiige it to unclertake
operations for which it was nevcr constructed.
Nothing of all this could you do on Rej>eel. A
Repeal-war should, of necessity, be an aggressive
one on your part. You rnust be the attacking
party. On all the questions involved in Repeal,
England is tn occwpati,on ol the clisptttcd. points ;

6.
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and you must assail them. You must send vour
forces against armed positions, marsh.al your
men for a stricken fie1d, and ful1 in its front,
meet England's might in unbroken mass on its
ordered. march. But further arrd fina1ly, you
must get time and licence for prcparing, enlisting,
organizing, drilling. A REPEAI,-rvar would
have to be prepared in presence of the enemy.
Need f point out to " {Jlster on your flank ? "

Enough of this, and far more ryas needed. I
doubt if a single man ever held the belief , ltill
atzd ftrno, that Ireland could at any time be
brougtrt to buckle a belt and march out for
Repeal. The tone and topics aclopted by the
Nation io '43 and '44 f never attributed to any-
thing but this-that a " glorious agitatron "
affords no poetry," while insurrection does. It
was the mere cral'ing of genius for a m,agnifi,cent
subject, instead. of a r,,oean one.

8. There is yet another class of means and mode
of force better founded in moral right, and more
efficient in action, than either agitation oI
military insurrection. I can find no fit and
defining name for it on the spur of the moment.
Its theory may briefly be stated as founded on
the principle of natural law-a principle beyond
dispute, denial, or doubt :-

I That no man has any right to assuae
or ciaim any species of authority or juris-
diction whatsoever over any other man,
against the wi1l, or without the consent of
that otirer.

II. That shouid he attempt to exercise such
assumed authority over another man with-
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out iris consent, that other is notobey.

A;ID

hound to
IfI. And ttrut,-:l?llc1 he ta.tre pl6s.edings forenforcing obedience, such piroceecling maybe lawfully, and o"gti-tTe, resisted byany and every means and mode of forcewhatsoever-
This is the rieid e_rpression of flre principle, inits first form ; and- this pril"ipii'so expressed,is the nucleus round *hiJt;;Iii"" *"roers andgI:y: fn]arsed into size un,r-"*p"uoJ;-t*;
shape sufficient to give ground-for a peopie tostand on, and to.€ifor Jp.rrri""l the principlef state is this_that evei alstinct communityor nation of men is owner 

"ilt..rf j and cannever of right be bound to submit lo O" goo"ro"dby another people.
Its practical assertion forms the third, rnocleof action which this country _iini"r."rre recourseto ; and consists .--
f. fn refusal 

"t,"_O-:UaTg t^o u;urned authority.If. fn maintain.
of obedien""l"* 

and defending such refusal

III. In resisting 
:vey attempt to exercise suchusurped atthority, and every proceeding

___ adopted to enfor"* ol"al"o"".,IV. In taking quiet ,"d-;;"-;;le possessionof all the ,ishil, u"a po*"r, ol gorr"ro*"ot,and in proceeding quletty to 
""".r"ir" them.V. fn maintainir

oi ,o"r.-,ignff ff$ i:fi*:-.f3.]d";;T:attacked.

i3::. just thought of a name for this systemot means, arrd for want of a b"tt"r, I may call
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it moral itusr*rection. The difference between it
and.trtte rniti,tary insurrection amounts to nothing

more in practical effect tlnan' the difference

betvi,een tle rlefensi'ae and the aggressive use of

physical force-a d"ifference, however, which is

"ti"o 
important, whether as regards moral rigJ:'t

or mechanical effi,cacY.

As an instrument for effectiag Repeal this class

of means is liable to the fatal objection stated

against the preceding class. The right oI moral

irisufrection- is worthless rvithout a military
force to sustain it, and unless you be prepared

and willing to use that force. On the yt'estion

of Repeal', you have no such force' That ques-

tion ls too far away from the hearts of the

peasantry. They d-o not teel,,atd'scarcely under-

itand it.- They may be brought to see i'ts light '
but never to feel, its h,eat- Other circutnstances'

too, tender the right not available in favour of

Repeal. Vou never could- organise such an'

insurrection on that quesbion' The practicai

assertion of the right consists of two parts :-
I. Abotition of. Brittsh government'

lT. Farrnati'on of a national one'

I. How would you proceed to acconplish

the former ? By a general refusal to obey the

e.rtire eristitr,g law I Impossible' You could

not d.o this even mentally to your own satisfac-

tion; mirch less could you do it in actual fact'

Or by selecting, and seizing some one particular
1aw to take your stanc1 on, trample down' and

nullify ? What 1aw ? The 1aw you select for

assail-ing must have four requisites :-First' it
must form no part of the moral cocle; second,

FELON T,DTTDRS 77

it must be essential to government-a part of
its substance not a mere accid,ent-one the
abrogation of which would be an abrogatiorr of
sovereignty; third, it must be one easily dis-
obeyed ; and fourth, difi.cu1t to enforce ; in other
words, a law that woul d. hel,b to repeai itself.
There is none such to s"t,r" the furpose of
Repeal. fn lreland, unluckily, there is no direct
ancl general state-tax, payment of which might
be refused and resisted.

II. The second component part of the system

-formation of a nationai government-is ren-
dered impossible by the fact that the owners of
tlre soil are not on your side, and are not lrislt,
but Engiish ai1, in biood and feeiing.

r. ff those men could now at length be brought
to adopt and acknowledge Ireland as their
mother-country, and to give you their adhesion
and support, this latter mode of moral in-
surrection might be put in action with success.
To try the experiment of inducing them to do so
seems to be the present policy and lorlorn kope
of the Confederation and the Nation. I am
quite willing to join in trying that experiment,
PROVIDED it be based and conducted on the
condition that the cornmons of Ireland, as well as
its nobles, be consulted and cared for-that the
land,-ouners will consent to take the l,and,-holders
into council-to admit them as Dortion of the
" frish party "-1n4fti1g of that ,, party ,, a
great national league-and frnal|y, to frame
and subscribe terms of accommodation and
amnesty for the past, and articles of agreement
for the future, between themselves and the

E
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tenants of the soil-one of those articles to be
security of tenure in some effective shape or
other, to the present occupiers of the 1and. On
this basis, and on no other, 'would I be willing
to try the experiment; but not to make it a
" life's labour." Until the-day of-I am iviliing
to try it-no longer.
But the success of that experiment is scarce to
be hoped, especially now that the famine has
been recognised. as an " imperial calamity "-41d
the policy of the Confederation contains appa-
rently no d,ernier resort-nor its proceedings any
preparations for having recourse to it. The
policy I wish, and mean to press on your atten-
tion, does contain slucn' dernier resort; and the
course of proceeding I would fain have the Con-
federation adopt contains, and comprises s'ithin
it, the preparatory movement.
Repeal is not alone impracticable-as commonly
und.erstood., a simple repeal of the act of Union-
it is an absurdity. The resulting connexion and
state of things cou1d. neither endure nor be
endured. Reflection tells us so-history agrees.
Two independent co-equal, and sovereign legis-
latures, forming one state under one crown, is
an arrangement repugnant alike to common
sense and experience. Reason repucliates, and.
history never heard of it. Two wheels in tire
same machine, of equai power, independent,
unconnected, and not under control of tlle same
prime mover, would be a better arrangenent.
Inanimate wheels perchance, might work together
but und.er the action of human interests and
passion's separate soaereign legislatures never

t2.

r3.
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could. 'The examples quoted in lavour of sucl:
an arrangement are beneath being urged, and
beneath being answered. Betweersr,veden and.
Norway it may possibly subsist, for aught I
know; and it may continue to subsist, .o lorrs
as the pulse of those countries continue to beal
twenty per minute, and their blood remains at
twenty degrees Fahrenheit. But when tireir
atmosphere begins to beat up, and their blood
to thaw and flow-when they sha11 have got a
Titnes in Sweden, and a Nation in Norrvay*
then rvi1l the two wheels begin to clash and
crash:-stop the machine, or shiver it to atoms.
ft subsisted between England and Ireland for
eighteen years. But eighteeo years is less in the
life-time of an nation than an hour in the life of
man; and as well might you urge that two
quarrelsome men, ill-affected to each other,
rnight safeiy and reasonably enter into partner-
ship for 1ife, because they had made shift to pass
an hour together, without knocking each oiher
dor,vn. And this, too, was the very form of
connection which TONE and LORD EDWARI)
died to repeal-as well as many others besicle,
whose epitaph has norv at last been written.
since the " better times " came ; that epitaph
being short, sublime, and consoling-ancl *-
couraging too-such as Ireland. awards to her
dead-" a geng of miscreants.',

14. No mode of connexion between the kingdom
could be solid, desirable, or lasting, except a
fed.eral otnion, such as that existing between
New York and Pennsylvania. But a federal
union must be the result ol negotiation, and
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agreenent between the federating parties. I
deny the competency of the Imperial (British)
parliament to frame the act, or make the terms
of fecleration. But in ord.er to negotiate, the
parties must stand on equal terms, and each be
independ,enf of the other. Independ,ence, tbere-
fore. full and entire independence, is a necessary
preli fnary to any permanent, or satisfactory
arrangement with Britain. The steps are-
independ.ence, negotiation, and federal union.
What the terms should be I will not state-I
clislike needless theorising.

15. Do not suppose I am insisting on useless forms.
. My object is very different. I think every one
should familiarize his mind. to the foregoing
proceeding ; for such is the proceed.ing, or one
analogous, which must eventually be ad.opted.
You r,vill NEvER, in form of law, repeai the Act of
Union. Never, while the sun sits in heaven,
and the laws of nature are in action. Net)er,

before night goes down on the last day.
16. But a declaration of ind.ependence is yet f.ar away

-at least in the distance that is measured by
eaents, if not in the distance that is measured
by d,ays. I reburn to RePeal.

17. f sum up by again asserting that Repeal is
destitute of ail intrinsic fotce, and that stanrling
al,one on its own merits it does not furnish or
command. the means of success'

13. Indeed so plainly apparent is the impossibility
of carrying Repeal, that its best and truest
lead.ers are forcecl to throw themselves on a

blind and helpless appeal to futurity. Broad
tla.viight is on the present, and. shows too clearly
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there is neither means nor hope. The future
is dark; and the dark is full of shadows whiclr
fancy may shape to what forms it will; and.
foliy may take the forms to be real. But men
may keep theorising and drearning too long-
tlre building up or restoring an airy and icleal
nationality, which time is wearing down, and
wasting away, faster tiran they can work it up ;
and when they awake from their dreams they
will find, I fear, that one other people has gone
out of the worid, as nations and. races have gone
ere now.

19. For a revolution is beginning which will leave
Ireland aithou,t a people, unless it be met and
conquered by a revolution r'hich will ieave
it r,vithout landlords. The operation of tiris
terrible famine will turn haif the sma1l tillage
farmers-the sole strength and hope of this
island-into mere labourers working for wages.
The operation of the measure for repealing the
cornrduties-rendered more sure and speedy
by the sudden increase of demand for foreign
corn-wiil leave landless the remainder. T{ere-
tofore, tillage land has beerr afolg to pay a higher
rent than grass 1and. Henceforth it will be the
reverse-more especially should the potato have
final1y faiied or disappeared. The only bar
that existed to the universal removal of the tillage
farmer-the landlords' own personal interest in
retaining him-is gone now. The result is no
matter of doubt ; and even if it v,rere doubtful
it ought to be provided against. Else rvjll
Ireland lose the only weapon she possesses that
could conquer or conr the English government;
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e1se, too, will she cease to have a people, for a

population of pauperizecl labourers is not a

people. I fear the English government, and
that Engl,islt, garrison wll.o say they owr oul
soil, have a fu1l view of their opportunity, and'

are determined to take advantage of it' We
hear of nothing but plans and schemes to absorb
surplus labour-the surplus labour that is in
process of creation. The farmers ate to pass

over into the condition of labourers, and to be

supported d.uring their passage. Ireland is
playing out her last game-and is she then, after
a1!, to be checkmated., conquered, abolished ?

Not if her leaders and people be true and no
cravens-true, not to any petty objects of per-
sonal distirrction, or personal pelf-true, not to
the foreign gang who call Ireland. their own, and
hold her lands by the robber's right-but true
to their country and to themselves' One
move will save checkmate. By one move alone
you can meet and match-and by that same

move you can checkmate Bngland. One move
alone can save the stakes now-and among
those stakes are the name and fame of you and
yours. Men have given to you their faith, and
hearts, and hopes, for your bold bearing and bold
words. Even I myself am now trusting to you
and to your help, instead. of looking round
for other help and another course. Are you
ready to redeem your own word.s, pledgecl in the
sunshine of summer rveather-are you ready to
redeem them now in this day of sadness and
storm ? and to justify our faith wh.en we followed
your leading ? Are you up to the mark and work
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of this one hour, in lieu of the .. life,s labour ,,
you promise ? Strip then, and bid Ireland
strip. Now or ft,ener, if indeed it be not too
late. Oh, for one year of the bull_d.og soul of
England ! Oh, for one year of Davis now !
Whatever he may have thought in the awturnn.
ol '43, his voice would have now been louder
than mine, to say what mine is too feeble to say.
He would not have lain dreaming while lreland
was being trodden down, and her people con_
quered finally and for ever. For England, is nou
actor,ally ainning her croaning and. DECISIVE
victory over us and ours for ages coming.

zo. To prevent this result, and at the same tiLe
achieve independence-the only form in which
Repeal can ever be carried-there is, I am con_
vinced, but one way aloae; and that is to link
Repeal to some other question, like a railwav
carriage to the engine ; some question porr.ru_
ing the intrinsic strength which Repeal wants ;and strong enough to carry both itself and
Repeal together-if. any such question can be
found. And such a question theie is in the 1and.
One ready prepared-ages have been preparing
it. An engine ready-made-one too thal will
generate its own steam without cost or care_
a self-acting engine, if once the fire be kindled ;
and the fuel to kindle-the sparks for kindting,
are everywhere. Repeal had always to be
d.ragged,. This I speak of will carry itself*as
the cannon ball carries itself down the hill.

\Mhat that other question is, I may possibly
state, very briefly in another paper.

Yet if its name'and general character be not
already known, I have lost my labour.



THE FIRST STEP-THE FELON CI,UB.

(The " Inrsn FmoN " No. z')

Tlne Felon has not been established' for the mere

purpose of speculating, or theorising, or teaching,

Lut^for that of acting, too. We feel the fact that it
was the absence of anything like effective action that
has mad.e every Irish movement, hitherto, a ridiculous,
as weil as a melancholy, faiiure-a matter of mi'rth
to our enemies, and. of mockery to every people but
ourselves.

A meeting that spreads over miles-an association

that covers the island-a movement that continues

through years-may each alike be just as much a

mere speculator, theorist, and talker as any one

ind.ir.i<1ua1 man. And' such has been the Irish Repeal

movement up to this d-ay- What was Conciliation
Ha11 ? What was Tara ? A miliion of men stood

there. What did they d.o ? Speculated, spouted,

cheerecl, resolved, deciared., petitioned, and adj ourned'

We have resolved, therefore, not alone to ad'vise

others to act, but to assist them, to the utmost measure

of our means, and the best of our ability ; and to adopt
ourselves the most extensive and vigorous action which
public support will enable us to take and maintain'

The arnount of support which we cou1c1 reiy on as

efiective must be tendered us on a clear statement and

fu11 vierv of our principles, objects, and intended
cotlrse of proceedings. Ail support otherwise obtained

would, in effect, be obtained uncler false pretences ;

would be aitogether unsound and. fi.ctitious ; and wouid

faii us when resorted to. We will not voluntarily
84
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deceive the public in the srnerllest partictiar, and rve

earnestly hope that no portion of the public u'iii say
or do aught that would tend to deceive us. \4'e fear
that public meetings in lreland have not unfrequentiy
applauded sentiments, and voted. resoiutions ovel
niglrt which they were utterly unprepared to act upon
in the morning. But no people have a right to cheer
men on to the foot of the breach, or the foot of the
scaffold, and then desert them. Neither, on the other
hand, ought any man leave the great mass, aird
general mind of the country, too far behind hin.
The very foremost banner should never be too {ar
forward. In advance, but not miles nor months in
advance-a stride before his regiment, a day before
his people-this is a leader's place.

We hold the present existing government of tiris
island, and all existing rights of property in our soil,
to be mere usurpation and tyranny, and to be nu1l
and. void as of moral effect; and our purpose is to
abolish them utterly, or lose our lives in the attempt.
The right founded. on conquest and affi.rmed by laws
made by the conquerors themselves, we regard as no
other than the right of the robber on a larger scaie.
We owe no obed.ience to laws enacted. by another
nation without our assent ; nor respect to assumed
rights of property which are starving and exterminat-
ing our people. The present salvation and future
security of this country require that the English gcvern-
ment should at once be abolished", and the Eriglish
garrison of landlord.s instantly expe1lec1. Necessity
demands it-the great necessity of self-defence. Self-
defence--se1f-protection-it is the fi.rst law of nature,
the first duty of man. We refuse all appeal to
the English Farliament to abolish itself. We will



86 JAXTES FINTAN LAI,OR

not appeai against the robber to the robber's den,
nor against the landlord to a Parliament of landlords.
We advise the people to otganize, and arm at once, in
their own defence. We mean to assist them, and to
set example by organizing and arming ourselves.

Such is a brief statement in outline of our principles
and purposes. It ieaves the principles undefended,
the purposes undeveloped, all objections unanswered,
all details unexplained-and d.etails are frequently
as important as principles or purposes ; but these
omissions are matter of mere necessity for the present.

It remains to state our intended course of proceed..
ing, so far as may be necessary or expedient.

We have cletermined to set about creating, as
speedily as possible a military organization, of wirich
tbe Felon offi.ce sha1l be the centre and citadel.

As our first step o{ proceeding we are now founding
a club which, it is intended, shall consist of one, two,
or more persons, from each parish throughout Ireland,
who are to be in immediate connexion and corres-
pondence with this Office.

The number of members is not intended to be
limited by any positive rule. But every person is
not to be admissible. Certain qualifications will be
required.

As a matter of common course no man will offer
himself, or be accepted as a member, unless he holds
our principles, and unless he be prepared to arm, and
fight in support of them when called upon.

But this will not be enough, else a 
"ori-or, labourer

unable to read or write would be eligible. Such, liow-
ever is not the principle on which we are forming this
Club.

But every man is eligible and acceptable who
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possesses any one talent or other, or anv one quali_
fi.cation, which would fit ancl enable him to be oi ser_
vice in any civil, military, or literary capacity, and
who is willing to devote that taient or qualificatiou
to the service of his country for the next six montirs.
It is not the coynmon, laboar, but the shittert labour,
we desire to engage and organize in this club.

B:ut zeal, ranks rvith us as the very chief, and is, of
itseif alone, a suffi.cient qualifi.cation.

Anyone who is qualified to form, or lead., a company,
or a section of pikemen-or who is willing to heada
forlorn hope-or who is able to addresi a public
meeting, or who is competent to write a parigraph
fi1__t9 appear in print-any and every su"h p"rsio
n'ill be gladly received as a.member, and. welcomed as
a friend and comrade.

In one word, our object is to gather together a
number of men, competent to lead in cases of neces_
sity, and a staff of contributors competent to take the
conducting of this journal, if its present conductors
should be removed by death or exile. We would be
very desirous to name it the Felon Club, but several
loca1 clubs have alread.y adopted. that name. We
think they might resign it in our favour.

A prospectus and set of rules are in preparation,
which we may publish when completed.

But without waiting for such 
-publication, 

we ear-
nestly request every man in Ireland who desires to
enrol himself with us as a colleague, and comrade, and
as a member of the Felon Club, will signify his wish
by letter, addressed to the provisional secretary, Mr.
Joseph Brennan, Felon officc, r:zTinity Street.

Until we have obtained at least 5oo members we
are resolved not to make another step in advance. If
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Ireland. have not enough of
of heroism within herself, to
member from each parish, we
down our banner at once, {ur1
fling it in the d,ust.

],ALOR

confi.d"ence in us, or
furnish at least one

may just as well pul1
it up in a corner, and

WHAT MUST BE DONE.
(The " IRrsH Frr,oN " No. 3.)

The English government is determined, it seerrls,
bo'conquer and carry this office by quick assauit or
wearing siege. Of the hundred banners hoisted
against England here, how comes it that the Felon-
flag was the first to be assailed, and the second to be
assailed ? fs it deemed. the most dangerous, or the
most defenceless-the feeblest or the most formidable ?

The answer is at hand. The Castle and Conciliation,
the Castle and the Confederation, the Castle and the
one hund.red Club-rooms, may stand together in this
island.; the Castle and Tne FBroN offi.ce cannot stand
together-one or other must give in or go down.

The hand of the English government points to this
journal as the foe which it hates and fears the most.
If freland be desirous that it sha11 not sink, overborne
by repeated assaults, there is one sure way to support
and sustain it, and but one alone. f now do what
I have deferred too long-f appeal to Ireland to come
to the relief of her assailed and endangercd fortress;
and I c1aim, for sake of her own success and safely,
to have the fortress manned. and provided-its garri*on
increased, its d.efences strengthened. I demand the
immediate formation of a joint-stock company to
take Mr. Martin's place, if he should be crushed, and
to continue this journal under its present or some other
name.

I am proposing no new or untried. idea. The
Times, I beLieve, has upwards cf one hunched pr<;-
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prietors, or had at one time ; the SiDcle (French paper)
iras some thousand owners. In evet5r undertaking,
and line of business, joint-stock proprietorship is
taking the place of individud.l ownership. What is
Lhere to put the newspaper office out of the track and
operation of the same principle ? The advantages
of applying it in the case of the Felon are obvious
and easy to appreciate. An individual may be
overborne or overawed, conquered, cowed or corrupted,
bought, banished, or beaten dorvn ; anindividual may
be feeble or foolish or fearful ; an irrdividual may be

fettered or altogether unfitted, by connections or
circumstances, or inadequate means, by private views
or personal jealousies; an individual may die. A
corporatiou or company cannot die, nor easily be
conquered or committed for felony. More to show is
needless. If this plan sh.ould be approved ancl

accepted by public opinion to any efficient extent,
the principles it should be carried out on are these,

so far as they require to be stated now. Into details
I need not enter :-

r. The company ought to be as numerous as possible

-to consist of, say, from 4oo to r,2oo proprietors.
z. Every one, and each of them, should- be a known

firm supporter of the felon principles of this journal.
Absolutely requisite this.

3. The shares ought each to be very low in amount-
perhaps the price of each might be fixed. at {t,fz,or
fz ros. Any proprietor may, perhaps, be allou'ed to
take as many shares as he chooses, within certain
limits.

4. l{o share to be transferable, except to a party
approved and accepted. by a majority of the pro-
prietors.
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5. Some one or other of the shareholders to be selec-
ted and appointed as the registered and responsible
proprietor, with a salary.

6. Four or five competent editors to be engaged,
or, indeed, a greater number if possible.

7. Surplus profits of the paper, beyond a certain
fixed amount (reserving or replacing proprietor,s
capital) to be devoted to advancing the public objects
for which it will have been established.

B. Englishmen and Scotchmen to be admissible as
proprietors; and one at least of the editors to be an
English Chartist of known talent and honesty. He
must of course be strictly felonious, and fully prepared
to aid and abet, and assist in a " premature insurrec-
tion," within the next one hundred years at farthest, as
we cannot possibly afford to admit any of these doubt-
fui characters into the establishment who first heio to
blow up a flame, and then help to blow it out bylhe
free and easy use of the words " premature ,, ,, incen-
diary," etc.

fnto further explanation or detail it is needless to
go for the present.

Am I fully understood ? It is needless to say more.
Am f half und.erstood ?-it is sufficient. I can make
or enable no man to thinh--I can only help him.

There may possibly be impediments or objections
to this scheme which I have overlooked. If so, f
desire to be made acquainted. with them; and also
to be aided by suggestions for making it more efficient.
These f respectfully request to have stated, as briefly
as possible, by letter (and not otherwise) addressed
lo Mr. Joseph Brennan, FBroN Office, Trinity Street.
The letters must be short. A longer letter than two
pages of notepaper, I never read, more especially if it
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be eloquently u'ritten. I irate eloquence o11 a1l

subjects, particularly on li'ttl'e subjects.
Immecliate written applications and proposals,

absolute or cond.itional, addressed to Mr' Brennan,

are requested from parties desirous to become share-

hulclers in the undertaking.
Form the company I propose, and then-before

they " squeich " Ireland', they must " squelch " the

Fnon Office. Ha ! " squelch " it-by heavens-
" squeLch " it !* It is good. No middle course can

answer that. Vour knee to the ground-or death ancl

defiance, oh Ireland !

Javrns F. Lar,on.

THE FAITTI OF A F'BLON.

(The " Inrsn Fnoi'1" No' 3')

When Mr. Duffy expected' arrest some weeks ago

he clrew up his profession of principles, " The Creed

of. The Nation." Und-er influence of similar feelings,

and considerations, though not exactly the same

nor excited. by circumstances exactly aiike, I hasten

to put my own principles upon record' Until yester-

aay f did- not expect to have d'one this for some weeks

to come. The statement, or confession of faith that
fo11ows, I could' have wished. for time to make more

cortect and complete. It is i11-framed, ill-connected,

and wants completeness. But even such as it stands,

I d.o fi.rm1ybelieve thatitcarries the fortunes of Ireland;
and even such. as it stands, I now send it forth to its

--* Ir"l"od is like a half-statved. raf, that crosses the path of an

eleohant. What rnust the elephaut do ? Squelcie it-by heavens-
squelch it." Late Letter oJ Thomts Carlyle'
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fate to conquer or be conquered.. It rnay be rnaster
ot freland and make her a Queen ; it may 1ie in the
dust and perish with her people.

Here then is the confession and faith of a FBLoN.

Years ago I perceived that the English conquest con-
sisted of two parts combined. into one whole-the
conquest of our liberties, the conquest of our land-s.

I saw clearly that the re-conquest of our liberties
would be incomplete and worthless without the
re-conquest of ouf 1and.s-wou1d. not necessarily
involve or produce that of our lands and could not,
on its o\Mn means, be possibly achieved; while the
re-conquest of our land.s would. involve the other,
would at least be complete in itself and adequate
to its own purposes ; and could possibl,y, if not easily,
be achieved.

The lands were owned by the conquering race, or
by traitors to the conquered. race. They were occu-
pibd by the native people or by settlers who had
mingled and merged.

I selected as the mode of re-conquest, to refuse
payment of rent and resist process of ejectment.

In that mod.e I determined. to effect the re-conquest
and staked on it all my hopes here and hereafter-my
hopes of an effective life and an eterna.l epitaph.

I was biding my time'when the potato failure hurried
a crisis. The landlords and English government took
instant advantage of the famine, and the smal1 occu-
piers began to quit in thousands. I saw that Ireland
was to be won at once or lost for ever. I felt her
slipping from under my feet with all her hopes, and

all my own--her lights quenching, her atm viithering.
It almost seemed. to me as if the Young Ireland

patty, the quarrel, the secession, the Confederation.
E
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had all been specially pre-ordained' and produced in

ordet to aid me' My ?aith in the men who formecl

the Council of that body was then unbound'ed" My

faith in them stil1 is as firm as ever, though somewhat

more measured. In the paper I published last week'

and in a private correspondence that ensued' with some

of its mimbers, I proposed that they should merge-

the Repeal questiori with a mightier project-';]rat of

wrestin^g thii island from English rule altogether in

the onlf mode in which it could' possibly be achieved'

I endeavoured to show them they were only keeping

up a feeble and ineffectual fi-re from a foolish distance

uion the English government, which stands out of

rJach and. beyond out power; and urged' them to

wheel their batteries around and bend them on the

English garrison of landlord's who stand" here within
ooi h"ods, scattered, isolated, and' he1p1ess, girdled

round by the might of a people' Except tw-o or three

of thenl all refused at ihe time, and' have persisted'

in refqsing until now. They wanted' an alliance with

the landowners. They chose to consider them as

Irishmen, and imagined they could induce them to

hoist the green flag. They wished to preserve an

Aristocrary They d.esired" not a d'emocratic but a

merely n'a'lional, revolution' Who imputes biame to

them for this ? Whoever does so will not have

me to join him. I have no feeling but one of respect

for the motives that caused reluctance and c1e1ay'

That d.elay, however, I consider as matter of d'eep

regret. ffaa tne Confed'eration, in the May or Jnue of

'4|, thro*n heart and mind and means and might into

the movement I pointed out, they would have made it
successful, and sittled- for once and forever all quariels

and questions between us and Engiand' I repeat
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my expression of strong regret that they should not
have adopted this course, instead. of persisting in a
protracted and. abortive effort, at a most dangerous
conjuncture, to form an aliiance of barga,in and. barter
with our hered.itary and inveterate enemies, between
whom and the people of this island there will never
be a peace except the peace of death or ofdesolation.
Regrets, hov,.ever are useless now.

The opinions I then stated, and wirich f yet stand
firm to, are these'-

r. That in order to save their own lives, the occupy-
ing tenants of the soil of Ireland ought, next autumn,
to refuse ali rent and. arrears of rent then due, beyond
and except the vaiue of the overplus of harvest pro-
duce. remaining in their hands after having deductecl
and reserved. a due and fu11 provision for their own
subsistence during the ensuing twelve months.

z. Tbat they ought to refuse and resist being made
beggars, landless and houseless, under the English
law of ejectment.

3. That they ought further, on principle, to refuse
ALI' rent to the present usurping proprietors until
the people, the true proprietors (or lords paramount
in lega1 parlance) have in national congress or con-
vention, decided what rents they are to pay, and. to
wh.om they are to pay thera.

4. And that the people on grounds of policy and,
econowy, ought to decide (as a general ru1e, admitting
of reservations) that those rents sha11 be paid. to
thenr,sel,aes, the people, for public purposes, and for
behoof and benefit of them, the entire general people.

These are the principles, as clearly and fu1ly stated
as limit of time will a1low, which I advise Ireland
to adopt at qnce. and at once to arm for. Should the
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people accept and adhere to them., the English govern'
rnent will then have to choose whether to surrender
the Irish landlords, or to support them n'ith the
umed. power of the empire.

If it refuse to incur the odium and expense, and to
peril the safety of England in a social war of exter-
urination, then the landlord.s are nobody, the people
are lords of the 1and, a mighty social revolution is
accornplished., and the founclations of a national re-
volution surcly 1aid. if it should on the other hand
d.etermine to come to the rescue and relief of its garri-
son-elect to force their rents, and enforce their rights
by infantry, cavalry, and cannon, and attempt to lift
and carry the wbole harvest of lreland-a somewhat
heuuy und.ertaking which might become a hot one
too-then I, at least, for one, am prepared to bow with
humble resignation to the dispensations of Providence.
Welcome be the will of God. We must only try to
keep our harvest, to offer a peacefui passive resistance
bo barricade the island, to break up the roads, to break
down the bridges-and should need be, and occasions

offer surely we may venture to try the steel. Other
apptoved. modes of moral force might grad.ually be
added to these, as we became trained to the system:
and all combined, f imagine, and well rvorked., might
possibly task the strength and break the heart of the
enpire.

Into artistic details, I need not, and d.o not choose,
to enter for the present.

It has been said to me that such a qrar, on the
principles I propose, would be looked on with detes-
tation by Europe. I assert the contrary: I saysuch
a wat would propagate itself throughout Europe.
Mark the words of this prophecy'- -The principle I
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propound goes to the foundations of Europe, and
soonet or later will cause Europe to outrise. Mankind
will yet be masters of the earth. The right of the
people to make the iaws-this produced the first
great modern earthquake, whose latest .shocks even
now are heaving the heatt of the wor1d. The right
of the people to own the land-this rvi1l produce the
next. Train your hands and yorlr sons, hand.s.
gentlemen of earth, for you and they will yet have to
use them. I want to put freland. foremost, in the van
of the world, at the head of the nations, to set her
aloft in the blaze of the sun, and to make her for ages
the lode star of history. Will she take the path l
point out-the path to be free and famed and ]earecl
and followed-the path that goes sunrvard ? Or,
onward to the end of time will wretched freland ever
come limping and lagging liindmost ? Events must
answer that. It is a question I almost fear to look
full in the face. The soul of this islancl seems to sink
where that of another country v,'ouid soar. The
people sank and surrendered to the famine instead of
growing savage as any other people would have done.

I am reminded that there are few persons now who
trouble themsclves about the " conqulst " ; and there
may be many, I know there are some-who assent to
the two fi.rst of the four principles I have stated, and are
willing to accept them astbe groundsof an armed move-
ment, but who object to the last two of them. I am
advised to summon the land-tenants of Ireland to stand
r,rp in battle-array for an armed struggle in defence of
their rights of life and subsistence, without asserting
any greater or more comprehensive right. I dis-
tinctl5' refuse to do so. I refuse to narrow the case
and claim of the island into any such petty dinren-
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6ions, or to found it on the rogue's or the beggar's
p1ea, the plea of necessity. Not as a starving bandit,
or desperate beggar who deinands, to save life, what
does not belong to him, d.o I r,i'ish Ireland to stand up,
but as a decrowned Queen whq claims back her own
with an armed hand. I attest and urge the plea of
utter and d.esperate necessity to fortify her claim, but
not to found it: I rest it on no temporary or passing
conditions but on principles that are permanent and
imperishable, and universal ; available to all times
anC to all countries, as welt as to our own-I pierce
through the upper stratum of occasional and shifting
circumstance, to bottom and base on the rock below.
I put the question in its eternal form-the form in
wirich how often soever suppressed for a season, it can
never be fina11y subdued., but wiil remain and return,
outliving and outlasting the corruption and cowardice
of generations. I view it as ages will view it-not
through the mists of a famine but by tbe living lights
of the firmament. You may possibly be ind.uced to
reject it in the forrn I propose, and accept intheother.
If so you will accept the question and use it as a wea-
pon against England, in a shape and under conditions
which deprive it of half its strength. You will take
and work it fettered and handcuffed. not otherwise.
To take it in its might, you must take it in its magni-
tude. I propose you should take Samson into your
service. You assent but insist that his locks should
be shorn. You moreover diminish and degrade down
from a national into a mere class question. In the
form offered. it would carry ind.ependence, in the form
accepted it will not even carry Repeal, in the minimum
of meaning. You fling away Repeal, when you fing
away tbe only mode of achieving it. For by force
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of arms alone can it ever be achieved; and never on
tlre Repeai question will you see men stand in away
of battle against England.

f trouble myseif as little as anyone does about thc
" conquest " as taken abstracted.ly, as an aflair that
took place long ages ago. But that " conquest " is
stiil in existence with all its laws, rights, claims, rela-
tions and results. The landlord holds his lands by
right and title of conquest, and uses his powers as only
a corqueror may. The tenant holds under the 1aw
of conquest--uae aictis.

Public policy must be founded on public principle ;
and the question of ethics must be settled. before the
question of economy cau be taken up or touched.
If the frish landlord's title be valid and good, no
considerations of policy or economy could make a
refusal to pay rent appear anything better than
robbery.

What founds and forms the rights of property in
land ? I have never read. in the direction of that
question. I have alL my life been destitute of books.
But from the firsb chapter of Blackstone's second book,
the only page I ever read on the subject, I know that
jurists are unanimously agreed. in considering ,. first
occupancy " to be the only true original foundation
on'the right of property and possession of land.

Now I am prepared to prove tbat " occupancy "
wants every character and quality that could give it
moral efficacy as a foundation of right. I am prepareu
to prove this when " occupancy " has fi.r5t been
def.ned. If no definition can be given, f am relieved
from the necessity of showing any claim founded on
occupancy to be weak and worthless.

Refusing, therefore, at once to accept or recognise

ia r t-.
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tlds feeble and fictitious title of occupancy, which
was merely inaented by iheorists, and which, in actual
fact was never pleacled, I proceed at once to put my
own principles in orcler and atay,.

To any plain understanding the right of private
property is very simple. It is the right of man to
possess, enjoy, and transfer, the substance anduse of
whatever he has hi,mseff CREATED. This title is
good against the world ; and it is the sole and onl,y
title by which a valid right of absolute private pro-
perty can possibly vest.

But no man can plead any such title to a right of
property in the substance of the soil.

The earth toget!"er with a1lit spom,taneously produces
is the free and common property of all mankind, of
natural right, and by the grant of God ; and, all men
being equal, no ma1l, therefore, has a right to appro-
priate exclusively to himself any part or porlion
thereof, except with the conl,nl,on consent and agreement
of all other men.

The sole original right of property which I acknow-
ledge to be morally valid is this right of common
consent and agreement. Bvery other I hold to be
fabricated and fi.ctitious, ntt11, void and of no efiect.

In the original and. natural state of mankind, exist-
ing in independent families, each matt must, in respect
of actual fact, either take and hold, (ASSUME OCCU-
PANCY as well as maintain possess'i,on of) his land
by right and virtue of such consent and agreement as
aforesaid, with all those who might be in a position
to dispute and oppose his doing so ; or he must take
and maintain possession by force. The fictitious right
of occupancy invented. by jurists to covet and account
for a state of settlemenf. otherwise unaccountable
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and indefensible on rnoral principles-this right would
be utterly rvorthless, and could seldom accrue ; for
except in such a case as that of a single individ.ual
thrown on a desert island, tlre quest'ion of right r,vould
generaily arise, and require to be settled before any
colourable " title by occupancy " could be established,
or even actual occupation he effected. And then-
what constitu.tes occupancy ? What length of pos-
session gives " title by occupancy " ?

When indepenclent families have united. into separate
tribes, and tribes swelled into nations, the same law
obtains ; each tribe or nation has but either one or
other of two available rights to stand upon-they must
take and" maintain territorial possession by consent
and agreement with all other tribes and nations ;

or they must take and hold by the tenwre ol ch,iaalry,
in the right of their might.

In either of these two modes-that of conquest,
or that of common agreement'-have the d.istribution
and settlement of the lands of every country been
made. Occupancy, indeed. and forsooth ! Messrs.
BI,ACKSTONE, TITIUS, LOCKE and Co. Occu-
pancy against the Goth-occupancy before the
trampling hoofs of ATTIITA-occupancy to stop
HOUSTON or TAYLOR.

In every country the condition and character ot
the people te1l whether it was by conquest, or common
lgreement, that the existing settlement and law of
landed property v'ere establisired..

When it is made by agreement there r,villbe equality
of distribution ; which equality of distribution will
remain permanent within certain limits. For under
natural 1aws, landed property has rather a tendency
to divide than to accumulate.
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When the ind.epend.ent families who form the naturai
population of a country compose and organise into a

regular community, the imperfect compact or agree-
ment by which each man hoid.s his iand must neces-

sarily assume the more perfect shape of. aposititteand
precise grant frorn the peaple, just as all his other rights
must be defi.ned and ascertained-and just as all
other vague rules of agreement must organise into
Iaas. That grant must necessarily assume and
establish the general and common right of all the
people, as joint and co-equal proprietors of ail the
land ; for such grant wilt be of itself an act of exer-
cising and proceeding upon that right.

That grant, and all other grants must also, of
necessity, without any express wotds, resewe the
general right of the people as first proprietors and
lords 'l>ararnobtnt, and give nothing more than a right
of use and occupancy ; and it must, furthermore,
recognise and reserve, in like manner, the permanent
right of the people to revise, alter, and arnend. the
mode and condition of settlement then made-and to
modify or withclraw all grants made upon, or in
pursuance of, that mode and condition of settlem.ent.
For no generation of living men can bind. a gene-

ration that is yet unborn, or can se1l or squander the
rights of man ; and each generation of men has but a

life interest in the world. But no generation con-
tinues the same for one hour together. Its identity
is in perpetual flux. From whence it foliows that,
practically :-

Any condition of settlement establishecl, and
all grants made thereupon, may, at any tim,e

thenceforth, be questioned., reconsid.ererl- re-

vised, altered., or amended.
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And in order, therefore, to render the settle-
ment a permaner.t one, it would be requisite to
make it such as wou1d. give the majority and
mass of the people a permanent interest in its
maintenance,

Btrt that object could not be accomplished by granting
away the whole of the land to one man, or to eight
th,ottsamd, rnen, in absolute irresponsible ou'nership
forever, without condition of pa}'ment, ot any other
condition whatever. This would be a settlement
beyond the authority and right of any generation to
make. Those deriving und.er it, could only be con-
sidered as holding forcible possession which any suc-
ceeding generation would have the clear right of
ousting. And the people would either rise against
such settlement, and trample it down-or sink under
it into slaves.

Putting together and. proceeding on the principles
now stated, it will appear that if those principles be
sound. no man can legitimately claim possession or
occupation of any portion of land or any rightofpro-
perty therein, except by grant from the peopLe, atthe
will of the people, as tenant to the people, and on
terms and con<litions made or sanctioned by the peo-
ple; and that every right except the right so created
and vested by grant from the people, is nothing more
or better than the right of the robber who hoids forcible
possession of what does not 1awful1y belong to
him.

The present proprietors of freland do not hold
or claim by grant from the peopie, not even-except
in Ulster-by any species of imperfect assent or
agreement of the people. They got and keep their
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lands in the robber's right-the right of conquest-
in despite, defiance, and contempt ol the people.
Eight thousand men are owllers of this island-claim-
ing the right of enslaving, starving, and exterminating
eight ndllions. We talk of asserting free goverrrment,
and of rid"cling ourselves of foreign domination*
r,vhile 1o ! eight thousand men are iord.s of our lives-
of us and ours, blood and breath, happiness and
misery, body and sou1. Such is the state of things
in every country n'here the settlement of the land
has been effected by conquest. fn Ukter the state of
things is somewhat different, much to the advantage
of the people, but not so much as it ought to have
been. Ulster was not merely conqwered, but colonised

-the native race being expe1led, as in the United
States of Amerjca-and the settlement that prevails
was made by a sort of consent and agreement among
the conquering race

No length of time or possession can sanction claims
acqrrirecl by robbery, or convert them into valid
rights. The people are stil1 rightful owners, though
not in possession. " Nwllum te*t'tpus occurrit Deo-
nwllwrn ternpu,s occurril popr'tlo."

In many countries besides this. the laricls were
acquirecl, ancl long held, by right of force or conquest.
But in most of them the settlement and laws of
conquest have been abrogated, amend,ed, or modified,
to a gteater or lesser extent. In some, an outrise ol
the people has trampled them down-in some the
natural laws have triumphed, over them-in some a

despotic monarch or mirrister has abolished or altered
lhem. In Ireland. alone they remain unchanged,
unmitigated, ancl unmo11ified, in all their original
ferocity and cruelty, and the people of Ireland must
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now abolish them, or be themselves abolishecl, and
this is now the nxore uygenl business.'F

RBSISTANCE.

(The " Inntr Fgt ott," No. 4.)

Since the present contest began it is eighteen years ;
and eigliteen years makes a long period., and large
portion in the lifetime of one generation. Since lt
began, youth has grown grey and manhood gone
far to the grave. ft must now at length, from sheer
necessity,be brought to a quick determination, whether
for or against us ; or it must cease aitogether and
forever. ft can neither sustain us or be sustained
any longer. And for myself I wiil say this, that f
choose utter and eternal defeat rather tiran to have
it last for even one year rlore. As hitherto con-

*A footnote to this article in the Irish Feton of Tulv gth
states that it is incomplete. The continuation was to liave been
published in the following _week's issue. On Saturday -"r"i,ig(july .sth) the " Felon " -Office-rz Trinity Street_was raided bithe miJirar-v, ar1d.. the. paper seized. On the alternoon of tf.," p#
vious day, the Editor's roorn had been broken open, and all ma'nu_scripts carried off. The .original MS. of Lalbr's article, ,; i.treFaith of a Felon," was, in all likelihood, seizecl and deslroyecl onthis occasion. Even if the unpubiishecl porfion had been i" typ'e,lnce
the printing of the paper eailv in the^week, it could nst have es-
caped; Laior intorms his brother, in a letter written at this time,
that the " entire impression of the paper " had been seized.

'l'he " Felon " of the following weetr<-surroptitiously printed andscld-contains the following anllouncement :-
Ansrvers to Corresoondence.

" Tbe members of the ' Felon Club ' must excuse us for not at-
tending to their cornrr.runications this week. Our offica urrungu_
rnents have been somervhat disturbed by the burglarious attacks-of
her ,Maje-sty's licensed plunderers. Sonie of our papers rvere seized
-wlrlch r.s about the nost unpleasant part of the afiair. They },erc
',felonious.'enough., at ail events.l and'nuch good uray the , f"elony'
do the auiilo,r'ities ',1
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ducted., it has been the most disgraceful in charactel
and results that a nation of men was ever engaged. in'
It has been withering all our hearts, and wasting out
our very souls-sapping all our virtues, strengthening
all our vices, and making new vices of its own. It
has gone far and well nigh succeeded in cowardizing
a brave race and turning a nation of heroes into a

nation of cravens. An age of the worst tyranny of
England.'s worst times would be better than another
year of it. I{uman nature itself can bear such a

burthen no longer, and is sickening and sinking under
it fast, longing to relieve, and if possible to redeem
itself. I pronounce and record my own vote to have
it end. If we be able to win, 1et us go in and win at
once. If it be otherwise 1et us submit and surrend"er,

and ask for the mercies and peace that tytanny
grants to slaves.

There was force enough in this island. to have

brought this contest to a successful issue at any time.
Not deficiency of force, btr.t disunion, dishonesty,
d.efect of courage, and faults of conduct, have pre-
vented this; for the result of thorough and deter-
mined resistance could not possibly be doubtful for a
single week.

Among the many causes that have been hitherto
in combination to produce failure and d.efeat, the one

which now demands especial notice is this-that
every position occupied by the people has been sur-
rendered as soon as assailed., and every movement
abandoned. when met by resistance. This, in fact,
has now come to be a fixed habit of action, counted. and
calculated. on by our enemies ; if, indeed., it be not
natural to us rather than formed.-a matter of melan-
choly doubt. Irishmen, apparently, are cowed. and
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conguered. at the very point where an Englishman oniy
begins to be throughly roused, and to fight savagely;
and more wanted, I fear, and better worth for us-than
a pike in every hand w-ould be three drops of English
blood in every heart-the bull-dog blood that wili not
sirrk, but boils the higher for every blow.

In the history of every successful struggle by a
nation or a people, against foreign ru,1e or domestic
tyranny, one impulse and principle of action is read
on every page. Wherever the force of the govern-
ment was bent, there too, the people banded their
force to meet it. The point of assault became the
post of rally. No position was abandoned, no inch
of ground was given. The attack was the signal and
summons, not of surrender, but of instant, obstinate,
and stern resistance. This is the road to victorv_
the high road; the only road that can never lead
astray; the road from which every diverging bye_
way leads to defeat; the road that reason points out,
and nature itself, and all the principles that reason
acts on, and all the passions that nature owns. This
is the road, and a people who can be persuaded to
persist in following any other were made to be beaten,
trodden down, and trampled on. I,et men difier as
they may about other principles, there is one that
admits of no dispute, and can never be relinquished.
without relinquishing manhood and a1l its rights : the
great first principle of-BI,OW FOR BLOW; blor,v
for blow in self-defence-no matter for why or where-
f.ore, no matter for risk or result.

And now:-
The official authorities of the English government

have assailed this journal and two others-the Nation
ar"d Tribwne-with the clear intent as declared by
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Lheir acts, of crushiug those journals, and smothell-ng

clown the voice of the Irish people by naked' force,

violence and terror, llot even disguised. under forms of

lan,, and in open vioiation of all those public arrd

private rigtts of iiberty, property and security, which

they profess to defend, guard- and guarantee'
fnot" rights we are firmiy resolved' on defencling,

and we appeal to the people of Ireland to aid' us in
their defence.

Tire Empire has declarecl to crush us, arrtl we have

d,etermined. to league in self-defence, and stand' up to
the Empire. I speak for the Nat'ion,I speak for-the
Tri,bu,ni,I speak iorThe FEroN' We stand up in firm
defence, and in full d.efiance.

We have determined to cease pubiication of the

t1-iree journals named", and to establish another, or

rather three others, the prospectus of which will be

published in a few daYs.
But the rneans ancl resources at our command, ol at

the command. of any small number of private indivi
d.uals, would be altogether unequal to the contest we

sha1l have to sustain ; ancl we therefore request the

immediate formation of a company, with a paid-up

capital of at least {z,ooo to be subscribed' in shares

of ir each for the putpos" of establishing the proposed

journal, and for making the requisite arrangements

for its conduct and management'
Unless this be done, and until it be done, I for one

of many, shal1 continue mute on every other matter'

One thing at a time, orle thing alone, until it be

finished ; and' Lere is what is first in order of import-

ance, antl necessity. If Ireland wiil forever' or for

even one day longer, go on ta-lking, determininS' and

clectraring, without d'oing one thing practical that is
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proposed to her, I quit her service ; and, so, too, will
many others beside. We don't choose to get ourseh'es
transported, or what is worse, get ourselves laughed
at, for mere idle words that spend themselves on empty
space.

The general principles on which the proposed
undertaking is to be founded are stated in a paper
which I published in iast week's Felon, and out of
which I now republish them- The specific ruies and
arrangements I have neither au-y reason, nor, of
course, any right to und.ertake stating. They must
be determined. by consideration and agreement of the
joint proprietors themselves, at their fi.rst, or some
subsequent meeting.

" r. The company ought to be as numerous as
possible-to consist of, say, 4oo to T,zoo proprie-
tors.

" z. Every one and each of them, should be a
known and fi.rm supporter of the fdlon principles
of this journal. Absolutely requisite this.

. " 3. The shares ought each be very lorv in
amount : perhaps the price of each might be
fixed at fi, {2, or .fz ros. Any proprietor may,
perhaps, be ailowed to take as many shares as he
chooses, within certain limits.

" 4. No share to be transferable, except to a

party approved and accepted by a majority of the
proprietors.

" 5. Some one or other of the sharehold.ers to be
selected and appointed as a registered and res-
ponsibie proprietor, with a salary.

" 6. Four or five competent ed"itors to be engageo
or indeed a sreater number if possible.

L
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" /. Surplus profits of the paper, beyond a certain

fixe<i sum (reserr''ing or replacing proprietor's
capital) to be d.evoted to advancing the public
objects for which it will have been established'

;'8. Englishmen and' Scotchmen to be ad-

missabie as proprietors ; and one, at least of the
editors to be an Dnglish Chartist, of known talent
and honesty. He must, of coutse, be strictly
felonious, and ful1y prepared to aid and abet, and

assist in a 'premature insurrection' within the

next hundred Years at farthest."

A committee is in course of formation, for the'
pllrpose of receiving applications and proposals from
p"til"t desirous of becoming shareholders' When

iormed the names will be published, together witb
the prospectus.

CI,BARING DECKS'

(The "Imsu FtiLoN," No. 5.)

It is never the mass of a people that forms its real

and efiicient might. It is the men by whom that mass

is moved, and managecl. A11 the great acts of history
have been done by a very few men' Take half a dozen

names out of any revolution upon tecord, and what

would. have been the result ?

Not Scotland but Wallace barred and baffied

Eclward.. Not England' but Cromwell struck a king

from his seat. Not America, but six or eight American

men, put stripes and stars on the banner of a nation'
To quote examples, howevet, is needless' They must

strike at once on every mind-
If Ireland be conquered now-or what would be
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worse still, if she fails to fight-it will certainly not
be the fault of the people at large-of those who form
the rank and file of the nation. The failure and fault
will be that of those who have assumed to take the
offce of commanding and conducting the march of a
people for liberty, without perhaps having any com-
mission from nature to do so, or natural right, or
acquired requisite. The general population of this
island are ready to find and furnish everything whicli
can be demand.ed from the mass of a people-the
numbers, the physical strength, the animal d3ring,
the health, hardihood, and endurance. No poprl-
lation on earth of equal amount would furnish Jmore
effective rnilitary conscription. We want only com-
petent leaders-men of courage and capacity-men
whom nature meant and made for leaders-not the
praters, and pretenders, and bustling botherbys of
the old. agitation. Those leaders are yet to be found.
Can freland furnish them ? It would be a sheer and
absurd blasphemy against nature to doubt it. The
first blow will bring them out.

But very many of our present prominent leaders
must first retire br be dismissed. These men must
f.rst be got rid of utteriy. They mwst. There is
nothing else for it. Thdy are stopping our wdy,
clinging round our arms, giving us up to our enemies.
Many came into this business from the mere d.esire of
gaining a little personal distinction on safe terms and
at a cheap and easy rate-of obtaining petty honours
and offices-of making a small Dublin reputation-of
creating a parish fame, or a tea-table fame. They
will never suffer the national movement to sr,vell
beyond the petty dimensions which they are able
themselves to manage and command; and dre,

fit
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noble prisoners sent fettered and handcufled. to a
penal colony of England, and-hear it, O Barth, and
hear it, O God ! for saying that Ireland should suffer
famine no more. Oh ! worse for us than the foreign
tyrant is the native traitor; and worse than the open
traitor in the enemy's ranks is the vile trickster and the
base craven in our own. Away with them ! They
must quit at once or be quashed. One man, and every
man, of those now in the prison of l{ewgate is worth
a host of the dastard.s and driveilers who are bidding
you stand by and " bide your time," while your best
and bravest are being transported as felons in the face
of your city, in the sight of two islands, and in view
of ail the earth.

But how are you to know them, these menials of
England in the green livery of their country ? By
this shall ye know them. Any man who objects to
every plan of armed. resistance that is prclposed, while
he produces none oi oo better of his own. Or any
man who tel1s you that any act of armed resistance-
even if mad.e so soon as to-morrow-even if ofiered
by ten men only-even if offered by ten men armed.
only with stones-any man who te11s you that such
an act of resistance would be premature, imprudent,
or dangerous-any and every such man should at once
be spurned and spat at. For, remark you this and
recollect it, that sornezu/'tere, somehow, and by somebody,
a beg'inning mwst be made; and t1:at the first act ot
resistance is always, and must be ever premature,
imprudent, and dangerous. lexington was premature,
Bunker's Hill was imprudent, and even Trenton was
dangerous.

There are men who speak much to you of prudence
and caution, and very littie of any virtue beside. But

therefore, a source not of strength but of vveakness-

and the source of all our weakness' But for them vre

could walk down the whole force of England in one

month.
In a movement of the nature of that which has been

going on for'years in this country, it was impossible

?o-p?".t""t the intrusion into office.s of command of

thJt class of men who mar SucceSS instead of making

it. Indeed it was into their hands those offices have

been almost exclusively confid'ed up to the present

hour. This can hard.ly be ca11ed a mistake for it was

unavoid.able. The moveffrent naturally, and. of neces-

.ity, b"looged to them' It was of the mock heroic

;;;t, the"machinery of which none but mean hands

wou1d. und.ertake or be competent to manage' The

class of men who make revolutions, and who doubtless

exist here as well as elsewhete, have been altogether

aitf"tt"a and driven away from the service of their

"orirrtry 
by the peculiar character of that sort of

; strujgi" ior freed.om " the system of " moral agi-

tation J which lreland' thought fit to ad'opt' and from

which their pride of manhood and prid.e of country

revolted. The staff of leaders which that system

created and has left behind' it is composed of men

"1l"tfy 
unfi't and unwilling to take charge of a mili-

tary itruggle, and who ought at once to be super-

s.a"a u"a replaced. For two generations-inay

history forget to mention them-those men have

been working to do this-the best work that ever yet

was done foi tyranny-to take from the people the

terror of their name and make popular movement

a mockery. And what now are they working to do ?

To hold ireland" down hand and foot while her chains

are being locked' and' double-1ocked"' and her foui
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every vice may call itself by the name of some virtue
or other; and of prudence there are many sorts'

Cowardice may call itself, and readily pass for, cautiorr,

and of those wlo preach prudence, it behoves to enquire

what kind. of prudence it is they speak of, and to what
class of prudent persons they belong themselves' There

is a prudence the virtue of the wisest and bravest-
there-is a prudence the virtue of beggars and slaves'

Which class do those belong to who are prating norv

for prudence, and against premature insurrection; while

rejJcting every proceeding and plan for preparation ?

Against the advice of those men, and all men such

as tiey, I d.eclare my own. In the case of Ireland
now there is but ollLe fact to deal with, and on'e guest'ion

to be considered. The fact is this-that there ate at
present in occupation of this country some 4o,ooo
armed. men, in the livery and service of England ;

and the question is-how best to ki1l and capture

to?i"rl?ff:ffi 
state mv own individual opinion,

and alloied. to choose my owlr time, I certainly would

take the time when the full harvest of Ireland shaii

be stacked in the haggards. But not infrequently
God selects and sends his own seasons and occasions ;

and oftentimes, too, an enemy is able to force the

necessity of either f,ghting or failing' In the one

case we ought not, in the other we surely cannot'

attempt *ultiog for our harvest-home' If oppor-

tunity ofiers, we must dash at that opportunity--if
driven to the wa1l, we must wheel for resistance'

Wherefore, let us fight in September if we may-but
soofl.er iI we must.

Meanwhile, howevet, remember this-that some-

whele, and somehow, and by somebody, u beginning
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must be made. \Mho strikes the first blow for Ireland ?

Who draws first blood for Ireland ? Who wins a
wreath that will be green for ever ?

Fel,on Office,
Trinity Street,

Stmday Ewniu,g.

DBnn RrcuanD,*-I had your letter of Sunday last
in due course with its enclosure. I hadn't time to
write one line untii to-day. The beginning you made
in Ballyroan is encouraging on many accounts. The
paper you send is good-though I decidedly object to
one or two sentences-and some such thing I consider
absoluteiy requisite. But until we get a press of our
own we couldn't either print or get it printed. \Ve
can't print within ro,ooo of the number of copies we
cou1c1 se11. The only press in Dublin we can prevaii
upon to work for us is a poor little booit-press, very
difJerent from a newspaper press, belonging to e rnan
named. Shaw. Until we can do ou.r oun work it need
hardiy be expected we could undertake any other ;

and those who will not print a netrspaper for us would
hardly print a placard for us either. Martin says \4re

will have a press this week. God send. I shail try
to have your paper printed as soon as at al7 possibie.

Ifave you been able to engage a smith, and to set
him to work ? Tell me this. The pulse of Dubiin
goes accorctring to the news from the country. Every
club formed and every pike forged has its effect here.

I didn't publish the formation of Raheen or Baliy-
roan clubs as yet-because f wish to come o:nt strotr,g

*See :\ppeldix I0
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with a list of ten or twelve Queen's County clubs at
once. I hope you are forming one to-day in some

other parish.
Could you arrange to have a parish-meeting got up

by written placards, letters, messengers, etc., in some

fine, good, stout parish on next Sunday-the adjoining
parishes being invited to attend ? Rei11y, Brennan,
and I would go down with a flash and dazzle of pikes

of every model. ff three or fout, or five parishes

could be got to attend even to the number of twenty
or thirty from each--that number of clubs couid be

formed at once. Let me know by return post' We
would recluire to know on Wed,nesday,lf. possibie, to
nrake our arrangements.

I sent you the Tast Felon on Saturday. Did any
copy (besides yours) reach the Queen's County ? What
is thought by others-and what do you think-of the
paper, and specially of my share in it ? Is there any-
thing I ought to rectifY ?

Wiii you become a member of the proposed Felon

Club ?-and the others-such as Peter. young Con-

rahy, etc. No fee required, nor subscription' WiU
you write at once. I put these under cover to Father
Dunne.

I.F.L.

Felon Office, ..f rLd,a.y,

DBe.n RrcrtAttl,-Reiily promised to procure rr:e

the instructions for the formation of Confederate

Clubs this evening, in time for post. If he do, I shall

send them under covef, with this-but he is much

hrrrried to"da:,".

You may club and subscribe for the express purpose

of procuring pikes, provid.ed you don't avow any
rllegal purpose. The Natio'n, was under some mistai<e'

Such clubs abound, here.
I saw Devin Reilly under great disadvantage iu

Maryborough. He is a aery nice fellow in all' respects'

Will you undertake to report progressintheforma-
tion of clubs-for publication, if you have no objec-
tion ; but at any rate for our own private infor-
mation.

(Later.1
I now send. the only portion of the trnstructions

Reilly can 1ay hands on in time. It is but a smail
portion, but you must do with it till the Sunday after
next.

I{ave you got a smitk ?

Ad.dress to me at the Fel'on Offrce, rz Trinity Street,
ro,ooo copies nboae what can be supplied are ordered.

None I fear can be sent to Abbeyleix, I will try to send

you a copy. 
I. F. t.

Felon Office,
Sund,aY, JotlY tltlt'.

Dpan Rrcnann,-I wrote to you on this day week

pressing for an answer. Did you get my letter ? I
put it under cover to Father Dunne. Did' you answer

it I If you did not all I can say is this-I would

be a great fool to write to you any more.
Martin is in Newgate. So is Duffy. So are Hogan'

K. O'Doherty, and Williams (shamrock) of the Tri'bune'

Our Fnrox was seized-the entire impression, on yes-

terd"ay morning. We printed. a second' edition and

sold it off clandestinely. Gentlemen, and even
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I,ad,ies were collared, pinioned, and tine Fnrov torn
out of their hands and out of their pockets, by the
police. AtLe Nation was seized last night, and the
Tribune. Our office and editor's room were broken
open on Frid,ay. A11 manuscripts seized and carried
off. Your tetter and paper a.mongst them. f had
brought them there to get the placard printed. I
shali endeavour to send you four or five copies per
coach, car, or train. They would be seized in ihe
Post O-ffice.

Could you come up here on Saturday ? Things
are coming to a close. I mean on Frid,ay. t sha1l
send you the paper per train, und.er cover to Dr.
Fitzpatrick. Send for it.

If you got my letter of Sunday last and did not
arlswer it, I give you 11p finally. yours in haste.

I. F.r,.

P.S.-Mond,ay.-I have just heard that father is
come to to-wn. I am not sure whether I shail be
able to send you the paper. Send to the Doctor,s
for it in any case.

P.S. z.-I have heard that all our papers posted on
Saturday went safe. f tberefore post the last number.
f may possibly send a batch of the three numbers
under cover to Doctor F.-in the course of the week.

Will you write at once ?

Address lames F.lalor,4 St. Andrew Street, Dublin.

4 St. Andrew Street, Dublin,
Mond,ay Euening, Jul,y t7ttt.

Dean Rlcuano,-Will you start for Dublin imme_
diately on receipt of this-I send you half-note for {r.
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Don't be asking foolish questions about " what good
you can do," etc. Am I to tell you through' tlt'e Post
Offi,ce ? Dillon and Devin Reiily join me in request-
ing you to come up at once. You are uanted' kere*
that is sufficient. Get change for the half-note.
If you can bring Peter, d.o so. Not one rryord of this
to anyone else. Recollect this-if you don't come it
is coaardice wtTl prevent you. Bring your best dress'

I won't d.etain you more than one day, if you can'f
conveniently stop longer. Come-even if father be
dying.

Put your finger on Your liPs.

]. F. t.

$fi
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LE,TTER F'ROM JOHN MITCHEL TO JAMES
FINTAN LALOR.

i'lhis Letter was published. in Februziry, 1850, some six weeks
after I,alor's death. Mitchel was then on board. the ' Neptune' off
the Cape of Good. Hope.l

Dublin: 8 Ontario Terrace, Rathmines,
4th fanuary, 1848.

My Dnen SIR,-For a month back I have been
contemplating a ietter to you, and have postponed it
uzithout any assignable reason. In fact and truth, I
am ashamed to be forced to admit, that on the only
question we ever differed abo'ut I was who,lly wrong.
Last summer the time had come for giving up the
humbug of " conciliating classes " winning over
iandiords to nationality and the rest of it. Practically,
last summer, I was unable for want of means to aid
your schemes more than I did-I mean my own
individuai effort-but I ought to have urged the
proper course upon our precious Council and Con-
federation, and, if needful, broken them up on that
question.

There is no use now in regretting what I have done
amiss hitherto; but I will tell you what has at last
brought me to the right way of thinking. The lrish
Councii, in which I really had some hope, and r,vith
which I worked conscientiously, trying to bring out
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what good I thought was in them, turned out a mere

fraud and delusion. When the subject of tenant-

right was broached, they shunned it like poison, and

the great aggregate of the " peers and commoners,"

afte; dwindling down by degrees, as we came into the

heart of the subject, at last came to the voting and

division in a meeting of fo'rty persons' amongst whom

were not five landlords. I then m'ade up my mind

that a1i the symptoms of landlord nationality we had

heard so much about were merely a screr'v applied to
the E,ngiish government. And when the coercion

bill was introduced, and hailed with an atrociou:

howl of exultation by all the " better class," and when

nationality faded instantiy thereupon from all their
meetings, and ail their organs at the press, I perceived

the old alliance was struck once more' farther than ever,

and this bili to disarm the people, and enable landlords
to eject and distrain in peace and safety' was merely

the frrst fruit of a new alliance between our ancient

enemies, on the basis of the statzts guo-

Then I was for saying so plainly in the Nation, and
giving the people such advice as suited them in the

circumstances-but I found that as I became more

revolutionary, Duffy became more constitutional
and safe, and insisted on preaching org-anization,

education and so forth, with a view to some consti-

tutional and parliamentary proceeding, at some future

.luy; and he, being Editor of the Nation, and this

being the only occasion on which vitai difference arose

between us, I closed the connexion at once, and have

not written a line for a month or more.

The Natiott, I fear, has fallen into the merest old-

womanly drivelling and sniveliing, and the people

are without a friend at the Press.

I2A
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In truth I fear it is but a lost people. I see nowhere
any gleam of spirit, or spark of vitality in it. It is
a people that will p?ry to the iast-pay away its all
to those demands-coin its very heart's blood to pay
withal. Yet it is not, I say, to be abandoned in
despair. So long as any true Irishman has a tongue,
or pen, hand, heart or brain, there is a duty and neces-
sity on him, for the awakening and salvation of this
country.

What are you doing or about to do ? I have been
urged greatly by my own relatives within the last
month to betake myseif quietly to my profession-
that of an attorney-in which I had, and yet might
have, good prospects; but I have chosen to put my-
self in the way of trying a fall with the enemy, on some
ground or other. And so, as the mqst feasible thing
for me, I am looking out for an oppo.rtunity of getting
hold of some organ at the press. I was in Cork last
week making enquiries about the Soutlaern Reporter,
which is for sale, and I think it is not improbable that
it may be in my hands within a month; but if not
sorne other will.

I should mention that Reilly broke off ail connexion
with the Nation at the same time I did, and for the
same reasons. He is to go with me and help me
wherever I go; so that I have no doubt we shall be
abie to gather an audience.

As for the Confederation, it seems likely soon to go
smash upon the very same rock that broke up the
Nation, and I have determined to change its milk-
and-whter-col1rse, or else to destroy it as a nuisance.

Father K. wrote to me some time ago that you had
retired from interference with public affairs quite
disheartened. I hope it is not so. The outlook before
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us is certainly dismal and black, but in any kind of
storm or earthquake, there is hope. Anything that
may awaken up the aphthetic somnambulism in which
the people walk. If not in ,, organization " then in
disorganization-if not in the dawning of solar day,
then i:n the shooting upwar{ of infernal fi.re, there
may be help. It is better to reduce the island to a
cinder than let it rot into an obscure quagmire, peopled
with reptiles.

Pr?y write me a line and tell me what vou think of
ali those matters.

Very truly yours,
lonn MrrcHrr,.

r (b).

THE IRISHMA^I"S COMMENT ON MITCHEL'S
LETTER TO JAMES F. LALOR.

" Certain unscrupulous persons have. published this
private letter from Mr. Mitchel to Mr. Laior. The
part of it personal to the Nation admits of no reply
under existing circumstances. Mr. Duffy was silent
under keener provocation in '48 for the sake of the
public cause; his silence can oniy now be broken

" when Mr. Mitchel is a free man. But the document
on the face of it suggests two considerations of a public
character. In the first place, it is worth noting that
it did not attain its primary object. Mr. Lalor
never joined Mr. Mitchel in any manner after this
period; and never wrote one iine in the united. Irisk-
rtan; blut distinctly declined to do either the one or
the other. The reasons may be gathered from his
own letter in the second number of the lrislz Felon.
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Neither did it attain its secondary object. Mr. Duffy
was not personhlly known to Mr. Lalor at this time,
but he made his acquaintance a few months afterwards,
and in June, '48, Mr. Lalor anxiously sought his co-

operation in a journal, then proj.ected, to be called
the Newgate Calendar. In March, '49, while Mr.
Duffy was still a prisoner in Richmond he offered him
the editorship and chief control of the paper, which he
had nrade some progress towards establishing by
shares; and in Muy, 1849, when Mr. Duffy was

liberated, Mr. Lalor renewed his offer, tendering him
the proprietorship (so far as it was compatible with
the des;ign of a joint-stock project) the editorship in
chief, and the irresponsible control of the paper.
From which it is not unreasonable to infer that Mr.
Mitchel's letter was very fruitless in a1l respects.

" A second consideration it suggests, is the true
cause of the split in the lrish Confederation. Many
persons have been charged with creating and fomenting
differences between Mr. Mitchel and Mr. Duffy which
led to that event. But here in January, '48, before
the famous three days' discussion, Mr. Mitchel tel1s Mr.
Lalor that he regrets not having 'broken up ' the
Confederation in the previous summer, hnd, in another
paragra,ph, declared his determination to compel it .
to adopt his views, or 'destroy it as a nuisance.'
The spi.it came of this determination. But to destroy
the Confederation as a nuisance did no't prove so'easy
a matter. There were men there to say-the Con-
federation you cannot, and shall not, destroy. If
you compel a struggle, not it, but you m:ust give way.
And so it proved. O'Brien, Meagher, Dillon, O'Gor-
man, McGee, and the other foremost men in the
Confederation, affirmed as constilutional and safe the
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snivelling and drivelling policy of the Nation. At
that tirne the French Revolution was still in the
womb of time. Ireland's opportunity had not come,
and a revolutionary policy was mere nonsense, founded
on utter ignorance of the Celtic peasahtry, and utter
want of patient, practicai genras. When the oppor*
tunity did come, the Moderates took the field to a
man; but it came too soon to enable the people
to judg;e how i1l and irrational the disorganising policy
was, when it was first broacheci in the Confederation.,'

z (a).

JOHN MITCHEL TO SMITII O'BRIE,N.
(Extract.)

" I wish you wouid read carefully the paper signed
J. F. Lalor in to.-day's Nation. I do beiieve the
landed proprietors, if they would, even now, or any
considelable number of them, take to he'art that
proposal, could make fair and honourable terms for
themseives, and become the most popular and power-
ful aristocracy on earth." (z4t/t April, r84fl.

2 h).
JOHN MITCHEL TO SMITH O'BRIEN-

(Extract.)

" I received your letter, enclosing those of Father
I{enyon, Lalor, and Trenwith. And I need hardly
repeat what I mentioned to you before, that my views
of those gentlemen's doctrines entirely agree wittr
yours, so far as the practical interference of the
Confederhtion is concerned. And to that effect I
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trave expressed myself in my replies to all three' As

to the abstract justice of the case indeed' and the

:ultimate settlement of the tenure question' which

should be kept steadily in view; my doctrine is

:nearly identical with Lalor's' And if Ireland were

rlo* in sui iuris,I should give all the help l could to

any fair movement to realise and give effect to those

do.trirr.=. And in the meantime I hold it to be no

more than bare honesty on my part and on the part

of those who think with me, to say what we think on

,those points.

" I also have full confidence in the principle of the

Confederatron, and mean to work steadily in accord-

ancewithit.Theexpostulationsofmycorrespon-
'dents lrave not at all converted me; on the contrary,

T hope yet to convert them-at least two of them-
,not irom their theories, but from their schemes of

practicaliy carrying them -out; ^ "1d I 
hope to see

Lulo, "ni Fr. K"t!"tt (neither of whom we can afford

to lose) working cordialiy with us yet'"
(\tk Attg., 1847).

z (c).

loHN MITCHE,L TO SMITH O'BRIEN'
(Extract')

" Mr. Lalor, of whom I told you before' is prosecut-

ing an agitation amongst the farmers in Tipperary'
,*frich I beiieve he me-ans to extend into King's county,

tQueen's County and Kilkenny' He does not now go

flor the whole of his system: but contemptrates violent
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pressure on the landlords of those districts to coerce
them into a fair settlement of the tenure question;
the coercion to take the form of non-payment to such
landiords as hold out. The Confederation, of course,
is no,t mixed up with this; but several members of
it (of whom I am one) have encouraged Lalor to go
oD, feeling that it is necessary for the tenants to
apply a violent pressure from without, or else th?.t
neither individual landlords, nor the Irish Council,
will do anything very effectual. . . . . .

" At the same time I must say I look to all this
merely as a stimulus or spur to the Irish Council, and.
to the landlords generaily. And there is no doubt,
if they willbe 1ed or driven to frame and propose a fair,
or a tolerably fair, scheme of tenant right, they wil
take the people out of the hands of Lalor, and of all
revolutionists. But the time has neariy come when
affairs must take a decisive turn, either in one way
or the other. I sincerely hope it will be in the mod.erate
direction." "(Sept. 

8t/2, r84fi.

JOHN O'CONNELL'S LETTER.

Dublin,
I rgtlt April, rg4g.

P. Laior, Esq.
Mv Duen Lalon,-There are few men whose

It.ostility or newtrality I would. so much deplore as
yours. If we have co,mmented in the Associition on
individuals, or bodies adverse to us, it has not been
in the proportion of one time for fi.fty that we collec_
tively and individually have been asiailed. Calumnv
has known no limits against sorne of us. Believing



t23 JAMES F'INTAN LALOR

that my beloved father's principles are the only safe

arrd practicable foundation for a popular body and

popuLar effort, \il/e were inevitably compelled' from time

io time, to warn the people from being ied away to
join any other body where their safety would be

Indurrg"t"d. The non-reading of certain letters was

.o-pjl"d by the fact that it is not allowable erten

to iiscuss sentiments and suggestions tending to a

violation of 1aw; and of course if we did not discuss

them after reading them aloud, the very fact of our

so reading them without comment would be taken as

an adoption of them-
At ail times the conduct of a safe agitation is like

leading a skittish colt through a fair ! But noza 'at

this moment of mad-ness it is iike having to deal with

a wild bu1l t If we yield an inch we are gone !

I don't expect that my words can carry any weight

with them; but I owed it to my deep regard and

constant high esteem for you, and I owe it also to

myself , to write these hurried lines in addition to Mr'

Ray's regular answer to your favour'
I u*,*-y dear Lalor, most sincerely and truly

vours.
Ioux O'Coxurr-r"

DEFINITION OF POLITiCAL ECONOMY.

The Right Rev. Dr. Hughes, Bishop of New York'

the leadirig mind of the catholic church in America,

delivered i lecture on the condition of Ireland in that

city, on the zoth March, 1847. It is called " Thr:

Tyrant and His Famine," and has been published'

We make one extract:-
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" f nray be told th-at famine is a visitation of Divine
Providence. I do not admit that. I fear there is a
blasphemy in charging on the Almighty the result of
our own doings. The famine in Ireiand has been for
many years, like the cholera in lndia-indigenous.
As long as it has been confi"ned to a few cases in
obscure and sequestered parts of the country, it may
be said that the public administrators of the State are
excusable, inasmuch as the facts did not come under
their notice. But in the present instance it has at-
tracted the attention of the world, and then they call
it God's famine. No, no ! God's f:lmine is known
by the general scarcity of food of which it is the conse-
quence. There is no general scarcity. There has
been no general scarcity in Ireland either during the
present or the last year, except in one solitary species
of vegetable. The soil has produced its usual tribute
for the support of those by whom it was cultivated.
But political'economy, finding lreland too poor to buy
the prorlucts of its own labo,ur, exported that harvest
to a better market, and left the peopie to die of famine
or live by alms.

" And this same political economy authorises the
provision merchant, even in the midst of the desti_
tution, to keep his door locked and his sacks of corn
tied up, waiting for a 'better market,, while he
himself is perhaps at his desk describing the wretched-
ness of the people and the extent of their misery, setting
forth, it may be for the eye of the First Lord "f tt.
Treasury with wh:l.t exemplary patience the poor
peasantry bear their sufferings-with what admirable
resignation they fa1l down through weakness at the
threshold of his warehouse, without having even
attempted to burst a door or break a window. Such



I3O JAMES FINTAN LALOR

conduct is praised everywh6re. Even her Britannic
Majesty, in her royal speech, does not disdain to dis-
approve of it; and it is in truth deserving of universal
approbation, for the sacredness of property must be

maintained at all sacrifices, unless we would have
society dissolve itself again into its originai eiements.
Stiil-still the rights of life are dearer and higher than
the rights of property, and in a general famine iike
the present there is no law of Heaven, no law
of nature, that forbids a starving man to seize on

bread wherever he can fi,nd it, even though it should
be the loaves of propositio'n on the altar of God's
temple.

" Let us be careful, then, not to blaspheme Provi-
dence, by calling this God's famine. The state-
that great civil corporation which we chil the state-
is bound, so long as it has power to do so, to guard
the life of its members against being sacrifi.ced by
famine frorn within, as much as against their being
slaughtered by the enemy from without.

" But the vice inherent in our system of social and
political economy is so settled that it eiudes enquiry.
You cannot trace it to the source. The poor man on
whom the coroner holds an inquest has been murdered,
but no one kilied him. There is no external wound.
There is no symptom of internai disease. Society
guards him against all outward violence. It merely
encircled him around, and in order to keep up what
is called the regular current of trade, it allowed politi-
cal economy, with an invisible hand, to appiy the
air-pump to the narrow limits within which he

was confined, and exhaust the atmo'sphere of his
physical 1ife. Who did itl No one did it. Yet it
was done."
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Wicklow,
fulV 7tlt, t845"

Durn Sm,
I have only a moment to acknowlqdge receipt of

yqur letter, and to sby there is no occasio,n for a longer
delay in Belfast.

Yours very truly,
Wrr,r,reu Bi,ooon ( l)

To Mr. James F. Lalor.
The above letter indicates the probable length of

Lalor's stay in Belfast. The signature " Bloode " is
not very clear in the original nor is there any further
reference to the writer in the Lalor MSS. (National
Library of lreland).

.,THE FELON " PROSECUT]ON.
Mr. Reilly has addressed the following ietters to

the Under-Secretary and the Attorney-Gsnslal ; -

I.

Mosapher Lodge, Rathmines,
6tk luly, t848.

Mr. T. Devin Reilly hereby informs the Attorney-
General that he has this day sent the letter, of which
the enclosed is a copy, to the Under-secretary at
the Castle.

The Attorney-General.



x32 JAMES FINTAN LALOR

11.

Mn. T. Dnvrm Rntrrv ro rHE UNonn-SacRETARY-

Mosapher Lodge, Rathmines,
6th July, 1848.

Stn,-I understand that a warrant has been issued

for the apprehension of Mr. Martin for the publication
of an article, or articles, in the lrisk Felorz newspaper,

to which I have hitherto been a contributor.
I am as yet unaware what precise articles these

are; but if I am the author of them or any of them,

I now hereby offer to avow the authorship, and to
assume the entire responsibility which may devoive

upon all connected with their publication; and to
surrender myself to you, or to any other offi.cer of the

English government, whenever, or lvheresoever you
may appoint, on the sole and express condition that the

warrant against Mr. Martin shali be withdrawn, and

that no prosecution sha1l be instituted against him for
any past publication in the Felon newspaper-

I owe it to Mr. N{artin to state, that I write this
letter without his knor,vledge, and I am certain when

he shall know of it, entirely against his wish; but I
consider myself bound in honour and justice to
adopt this course.

I shall forward a copy of this note to the Attorney-
General.

I hllve the honour, etc.,
T. Davtlq RrtrrY.

The Under-Secretarv, Castle of Dubhn.
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LETTER FROM MR. IAMES F. LALOR TO

THE UNDE,R-SE,CRETARY FOR IRE,LAND.

Felorc Offi.ce,

Trinitv Str:eet.

Srn.-I understand that a warrant has been taken
out against Mr. Martin on a charge of felony, founded
on the publication of certain articies in the lrislt
F elon newspaper.

I have reason for believing thit the only articles
in that journal, which could be considered to afford
grounds for such a charge, were none of them written
by Mr. Martin, and were published in opposition to
his erpressed opinion.

May I take the freedom of requesting that you will
have the goodness to inform me as to r,vhether the
charges against Mr. Martin will be r,vithdrawn if the
real rvriter should avow the authorship of those
articles, and make himself legally responsible for
them. If the warrant wiil be so withdrawn, on that
condition such legal avowal will be glven.

It r,vould not, I think, be altogether just to make
Mr. Martin ansr,verable for articles which he did
not write, and which were published hgainst his
wish.

Mr. Martin knor,vs nothing of my intention to make
the present communication.

I have the honour to remain,

Your obedient servant,
, TAIrES F. LRron.
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LETTER FRON4 THE RE,V. NICHOLAS POWER

TO PATRICK T ALOR, Esq.

Nenagh, August t\t/t'.

My Dran SlR,-Your son, Mr. James Lalor, was

removed from the prison here at two o'clock on
yesterday morning, and taken to Dublin in order to
give evidence at the trial of Mr. Martin. I have not
been lrble to learn r,vhether he will be brought back
here-the governor of the prison could not inform me.

If Mr. Martin be allov'red to escape Mr. Lalor will
compromise himself , and incur whatever penalty
Martin may be liable to, because he is resolved to
as'sume the authorship of ail the articles in the Felon.
IIe was in very delicate health for some days before
his removal. f was constantly beseeching him to
walk about the prison grounds, but to no purpose-
he spent most of his time in bed. As far as I could I
have endeavoured to cheer the poor fellow by telling
him all the news and supplying him ',vith books. He
complains bitterly of the privation he suffers by being
deprived of newspapers-that I cannot remedy.
trtleagher, Leyne, and another were arrested yesterday
at Holycross in this county. I had a letter this morn-
ing from a Parish Priest on the borders of the Atlantic
in the county of Clare stating that his house r,vas

searched for O'Gorman by a large military and police
force. He was not arrested though he was in the
locality. 'We are perfectly tranquil in this p?rrt of
the country, but the harvest prospects are mo,st

gloomy. The potatoes are gone in all quarters-
the wheat crop is very bad, and nearly destroyed by
the constant rain. What will become of our unhappy
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people during the approaching winter ? It is shocking
to contemplate the future.

Mr.,Eghn is in good health, and desires to be most

kindly remembered to you.
With best regards to Mr. Jerome Lalor, I remain,

dear Sir,
P. Lalor, Esq.

Yours tru1y,
Ntcuoles Powrn, C.C.

SURRENDE,R OF NIR. .TOHN \4ARTIN-

(Published in the Eaening Freetmarz, July 8th, t84B).

llr. John Martin, proprietor of Tke llish' Felon,
who had been keeping out of the way for some days

in order not to be forced on his trial at the iate com-

mission under the " gagging act," surrendered himself
this day to the authorities, the commission having
been yesterday adjourned until the 8th August. At
twelve o'clock he drove to the Head Police Office, and
informed the presiding officer that he came to surrender
himself , to ansu,er the charge which he understood was

made against him. The magistrate tol'd him that
he had no authority to take him into custody, and
referred him to College Street Police Office, or to the
magistrate who issued the warrant' i\{r. Martin
then proceeded to the office of the Commissioners

of Police, in the Lower Castie Yard, the w'arrant having
been issued by one of them, Mr. O'Ferrail, but there

was no authority there either to arrest him.
Ultimately, Sergeant Prender, who had the warrant,
was found, and Mr. Martin proceeded with him to
College Street Police Offrce. Intelligence of the mhtter
having spread about, a large number of persons soon

collected in the of&ce a,nd the neighbourhood, and

there was a good deal of excitement manifested.
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Mr. Tyndal was the presiding magistrate. Mr.
Kemmis appeared for the prosecution, and Mr. Hickey
attended on the part of Mr. Nl:rrtin.

Mr. Tyndal asked Mr. Martin if he were aware of
the information sworn against him ?

Mr. Martin: I am aware that informations hav,e
been sworn against me, but I don't know the nature
of them.

Mr. Tyndal: We will have them read for you.
Mr. Martin: I do not know what the specific charge

is. I am given to understand I am charged with
felony under the new act of Parliament, but I do not
know for what particular article.

Mr. Tyndai: The different articles which are the
subject of the prosecution are set out in the infor-
mations.

Mr. Williams (the clerk) then rebd the portions of
the informations which specified the severai articles
set out. The articles were as follows :_In Tke Felon of
June the z4th, a letter addressed to the Editor of Tlte
Irisk Felon, signed '( James F. Lalor "; in the publi-
cation of the rst of JuIy an articie " The First Step-
The Felon Club " and commencing with the 1y6yd5-
" The Felon has not been established," and signed
James F. Lalor; in the pubiication of the same date
of an article headed " To the Confederate and Repeal
Clubs of lre1and," and commencing with the words-
" The paper that follows " and ending with the words

-'( lzyg lost my labour," and signed James F. Laior;
another letter in the same publication addressed
" To the Members of The Clubs," co.mmencing with
the r,vords-" my friends," and ending thus-(( prepare
to reap it " and signed Joseph Brennan. In the same
publication, " Song for the Future, " commencing
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land of ours," and ending " a free

Mr. Wiliiams asked Mr. Martin if he shouid read the
remainder of the informitions ?

Mr. Martin: I don't think there is any more in the
informations that I care abo,ut. Can I get a copy of
these informations ?

Mr. Tyndal: The informations wiil be returned,
and, of course, a copy can be had. The informations
state that it was your intention in publishing these

letters, hnd articles, to depose her most gracious
Majesty the Queen from her sty1e, honour and royal
name, and to levy war against her. It is my duty,
under the circumstances, to send you for tria1.

Mr. Martin: Perhaps you will allow me to menLion

-for I understand it is the oniy way I can com-
municate it to the public-that I have kept myself
out of the way of the persons who, I understand, had
a warrant against me, for the last few days, for this
reason (which I have already stated in Tke Felon
of this day; but I understand that the paper has been
seized and suppressed by the police in a manner which
I consider public robbery). I wanted to get something
like a fair trial; and I apprehend that I couid not have
had anything like a fair trial, or any chance at all of
such, if I were tried at the commission which whs sitting
last week and which closed on Friday. I have nothing
rnore to say. I thought perhaps that the public
might suppose I was afraid to meet the consequences
of my own acts, which I am not.

"The " Song for the Fu.tltre " was conposed by Mitchel's yo11g
aon, John, then nine years oid. John, a Captain in command of
the Con{ederate Forces, was killed at Fort Sumter, Aptil 14, 1861.
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Mr. Williams: There is another information sworn
by Mr. Vernon, the registrar of newspapers at the
Stamp Offrce, stating that you are the registered
proprietor of The Felon newspaper? Do you wish
to have that information read ?

Mr. Nlartin: No, that is merely a matter o,f course.
I understand that I am to be indicted under the
Felony Act for certain writings which appeared in
Tke Felon. I aiknowledge that that paper is my
propert g bnd that I am responsible for the writings,
both 1ega1ly and morally. I am now ready to go
r,vherevL:r the magistrate pleases.

Mr. Martin was then conveyed to' Newgate, where
he rvas visited in the course of the day by several
of his friends.

We understand that in the manuscript of the letter
published by Mr. Martin in The Felon of to-day he
stated his intention of giving himself up to the authori-
ties of this day. This passage was struck out by some
of Mr. Martin's friends connected with the paper, but
withoub the writer's knowiedge. His friends, it
appears, entertained a hope that they would induce
him to abandon his intention.

PETER I,ALOR.

?he career of Fintan Lalor's brother, Peter, was an
adventurous one. He left lreland in t85z and arrived
in Melbourne about six months later. He continued
his travels until he reached Ballarat where the quest
for gold was at its height. Ttrere was much discontent
amongst the diggers owing to the soaring price <if
licences and presently Peter Laior finds himself at the
head of a " rising " of diggers who opposed the
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Goverttment forces. Frorn " outlawed rebel against
Queen and Country " to Parliamentary representative,
and Spea.ker in the Legislative Assembly, Lalor soon
occupied a distinguished position in Australian public
life. IIe lost an arm in the Eureka Hill affray, and
was honoured by friend and foe for his fearless stand
agdinst injustice. Riffaeio-an Italian who took part
in, and wrote the history of the Ballarat rising
describes Lalor 1[ss'-('La1or, o,ur leader, was an
earnest weli-meaning, non-John Bullised lrishman ".

On two occasions Queen Victoria offered him a
Knighthood, which he respectfully declined.

RICHARD LALOR-

Richard, youngest brother of Fintan Lalor, was
enrolled a member of the Irish Confederation of 7th
April, r847. He formed Confederate clubs in Raheeh,
Ballyroan, apd other Co. Laoighis villages, and sent
reports of the work of the clubs to the Felon.

Later, he was distinguished in his county for his
uncompromising Liberal principles; and succeeded
his father as Chairman of the famous " Queen's County
Independent Club." During the early days of the
Land League, he took a fi.rm stand on the side of the
ten'ants. His letter to John Bright (written prior
to the Land Act of r 868) recalls in its independent
tone, and phrasing, Fintan Laior's address to the
Landowners. " If you give us these things," he
wrote, " it is stiil poq$ible that England may have a
renewed lease of this country-with the consent,
and for the benefit of both parties. But if not she
must stili be prepared to hold this plundered and
outraged country. as heretofore, ht the point of the
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bayonet." Through the Club, he urged on Butt the
expediency of the policy afterwards pursued by Biggar
and Parnel1. Besides Tenant Right he advocated
Grand Jury Reform, and Amnesty of the Irish Political
prisoners. A staunch llome Ruler, he was returned
as member for Laoighis by a majority' of nearly two
thousand, at the memorable Election of r88o. He rrever
swerved from his loyalty to Parnell, and the Parnellite
policy; and when 

'" the Sp1it " occurred he main-
tained his position at the great Leader's side. He died
November, 1893.

NATIONAL BANKRUPTCY.*
(From Tlae Nation of the Bth May, r8+f .)

lreland, in all social relations between her children,
is still, and ever must be to them, an integral nation-
a.lity. We Iiish-no matter what thraldom rnay
repress our political existence, no matter what foreign
" law " -*y forbid us from giving to each other mutual
aid and mutual defence-are, for good or ill, a family,
a people. As a family we must live, or perish. British
Iegislatures may incorporate our means of subsistence,
but they cannot and will not incorporate, or partici-
pate in, the effects of their robbery, our pauperism
and our ruin. These are ours-are Irish. Nor can

they divide us into sections, making one British anC
another native. They cannot pale round one class
of our people, and confine plague or penury to that.'
Pauperism can have no limits, save the natural
boundaries of the land-no effects which are not

* This art'icle was the foremnner of that which Lalor criticises
in his letter " A National Council."
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equalised over the entire community. Thus the very
slavery which consumes us, clasS by class, is a bond
of union, becoming daily tightened, and strengthened
into despair. And the desolation sweeping over us

now is the politicai power which, if any can, must
drive the starving province into nlrtionhood.

One class of our people-the labouring class-has
been for months entirely bankrupt. Others are flying
into exile with what effects they can muster frorn their
greatest creditor, the land which bore them. But
the social. network binding this Irish nation to this
Irish rock is such, that a peasant cannot starve, but
a landlord is ruined-a farmer cannot emigrate, but
a merchant is made insolvent. As a people, we have
reached the verge of bankruptcy. The blight which
withered away millions of the labouring classes, un-
checked, spre?ding with the vigour and velocity of
contagion, has risen higher and higher in the social
scale-through shopkeepers, provincial merchants,
Iandiords, hnd metropolitan capitalists, to that class

which is the head and fountain of our monetary
system. In a word, trade in Irel:rnd is at a standstill.
The Dublin merchant wiil not, in many instances,
give his wares to the country retailer save for money
paid down, and " there is no money in the country."
The Dublin banker (even the Bank of lreland) is
necessitated to narrow more and more every day the
facilities of credit and discount.

Nor has this commercial distress reached its limit.
When, as must necessarily be the case, unless some

national power arise to protect what native trade
we have, and give a spur to native industry, all
banking credit shal1 have ceased-when usury will
take the piace of discount, and the bill-broker of the
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bank-when private loans wiil impoverish :lnd not
enrich-when the existence of the struggling trader
will be rnerely the postponement of ruin-then, indeed,
the beggary of our provinciaiism shall have reached

its limit in anlrrchy.
A series of evils leads to this. Our monetary affairs

have been for forty-seven years in an unnatural state.

Our money market has always been in entire sub-

serviency to the London money market-at the beck

and will of every British capitalist. For forty-seven
years we have given to England in exports more than
we have received in imports, by ll huge yearly tribute
of absentee rents and imperial taxes-a tribute drawn
from the industrial capital of the people'

These drains alone must have eventuated in bank-
ruptcy. But the railway panic of last year, lr.nd its
ruinous effects on the small capitalists in every county,
the endemic impoverishment of this year, and the
consequent stagnation of a1l trade, save that of the
food speculator-and, lastly, the sudden deficit of
capital produced by an excessive panic of emigration,
have precipitated a crisis which time would have

silentiy, but inevitably, effected.
We must meet it now. Now, merchants and traders

of Ireland ! your fate and that of the starving peasant,

and the broken landlord, are one and indivisibie. You
:lnd they must lie down in ruin together, or rise up
mutually enfranchised. Possibly English legislators

may, in their merciful wisdom, te1l you that insolvency
is in the natural way of trade-may bid it laissez faire,
and provide us with a huge new job, a bankruptcy
commission, with English beggars as commissioners,

to make of all Ireland " a whitened sepulchre." What
a " public work " it would be to whitewash a people !
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The landlords are willing to negotiate loans, for
their purposes, in the London market, throwing the
repayment, by income tax, as much on the Irish
mercantile classes as on themselves. But, thank
Heaven ! that market will soon be closed against
all Irish loans, whether for transporting our people
or burying their labour. During the debaie on
Monday night week, and on Friday night in the
Engiish House of Commons, it was sufficiently evi_
denced that England is entering, too, on a season of
commercial distress, from which she may not arise
without b chastening lesson. Depending. totally on
imported food, she has paid so largely in go,la, and not
manufactures, for the great impo,rts of this year, that
the Bank of England has ciosed discounts, in conse_
quence of a deficit of bullion in proportion to its
paper circulation. The moneyed interests of the citv
of London suffer under a like depression; and when
we remember our total dependence on that money
market, we c'an guess at the extremity of o,r. o,",
financial distress. The manufacturing capitalists of
England are now, too, in imminent peril. ihe labour_
ing classes enter on a summer of idleness and stagnant
trade. England then, or, as she is styled, l, th"
Empire," rvill soon be unable to iend to lreland, even
under her own usurious, and, for us, destructive system.
She may borrow trargely, but only for her o*r, p"ople;
and her distress, while it cannot alleviate ourr, -u.t,by still further abstracting our produced and im_
po'rt_9d food, drag us still more quickly down into
perdition.

Remaining inactive under her is then inevitable
ruin. To hope fo,r her assistance is folly. She, too,
must share the sorrows she has, till now, escaped by

JA]VIES FINTAN LALOR
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inflicting them on us. We must look elsewhere for
he1p.

"We have, too, in ourselves what she has not-a
recuperative power. Our people starve, not because

there is insufficient food in lreland, but because

there is insufficient available capital. Our merchants are

depressed, because the capital, which should circulate

through their coffers among the people is locked u-p

in banks, or is swept away in emigrant ships' We

need only some medium of exchange, and some

machinery by which we can bring the food in the

country, and the mouths in the country, together-
that is, the rebl capital and the labour, together' A
power strong enough to stay f orestallers in corn,

and destroy the cruellest of speculations-a power

nhtional enough to demand, and obtain, a loan from
the American Government, to whose citizens has gone

that hoarded wealth, the loss of which makes proud

England ianguish now-a power Irish enough to found

an irish bank, and not an English " B'ank of Ireland "

-a bank to foster, not cramp, native trade*to pro-

tect, not smother, native industry-to crutch, not

cripple, native credit-a power like that, and none

other, can save this island, irnd all its interests now'

Its materials are in " ourselves alo'ne." In the ranks

of the landlords, the merchants, the traders, the tenants,

the artisans, are wise heads and boLd hearts enough

to found a National Council which would free lreland,
and preserve all her people, without firing a shot'

And the day may not be distant when England's
rulers will be forced to fling off the mask, and say, as

they said in '82, " Aid yourselves-we cannot aid
you."

Are we prepared for this ?

APPENDICES

THOMAS CLARKE LUBY'S REFERENCE, TO
DFATH OF LALOR.

" I send along with this postcript, a verbatim copy
of a letter written by me to my mother from Kil-
managh, Co. Kilkenny, bearing date July 3rst, 1848,

but happily more useful to him (Sir Charles Gavan
Duffy) wiil be portion of a letter written by me to
Father Kenyon early in r85o re death of James Fintan
Lalor." The above passage occurs in a " postscript
to Person?l Narrative of r84B " by Thos. Clarke Luby.
(Luby Papers, National Library of Ireland). The
letter referred to, or the copy se'nt to Duffy for use

in his history, have unfortunately not been preserved.

MAURICE LENIHAN'S
DEATH OF

REFERENCE TO
LALOR.

" I have heard some strange things from persons who
were present in the house after Laior died; but the
wake of poor Lalor was celebrated in a way which,
though becoming enough in the eyes of some of the
democrats who attended it, I shall not particularly
describe; one of tho,se present was Thomas Clarke
Luby, rvho was associated with Laior in his later days
as an occasional contributor to his journal."-Lenihan :

Reminiscences of a /ournalisl. ("Limerick Reporter
and Tipperary Vindicator," April z6th, 1867.)
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The last number of the Felon contains the follorving
advertisement : -

Ou TunsoAY NEXT,

And on every future Tuesday and Thursday, will be
published,

.,THE NE,WGATE CALENDAR."

successor to

" THE Inrsu TRTBUNE."

Edited by

R. D. Wtrrtelrs and Kovrs I. O'DoHERrv,
At present Prisoners in Newgate Gaol.

Price Twopence.

I. The object of this journal is to teach the Irish
people the ways and means of their deliv-
erance, and the uses and results of freedom
when won.

iI. That it may do this effectively a third of the
journa.l will be occupied with military infor-
mation, furnished by the ablest authorities.
IJnder the heads of " City Fighting,"
" Gueriila War," " Military Engineering," and
" Munitions of War," all the requisite know-
ledge will be carefully arranged and ciassified,
and the " War Department " of Tke United
Irish.rnan and " The Pr2ctical Instructor,"
" Easy Lessons on Military Matters " oI The
Nation reorinted entire.

APPENDTCET to,
IIi. With the sam-e.o,bject, the Journal wili be pub-
. lished in convenient pocket size, at the con-

venient pocket price of twopence, and to
'facilitate its work it wiil be published

TWICE A WEEK;
the opinion of the editor-s on the Irish Revolu.
tion being that

" If 'twere done r,vhen 'tis done,
'Twere well 'twere done quickly.,,

IV. Several approved Felons have promised. their
assistance; and the E,ditors have to innounce
that articles will appear in early numbers
from C. G. Duffy, John Martin, T. D. Reilly,
T. D. McGee, M. McDermott, M. Doheny,
Jacres F. Lalor, and a host of other felonious
contributors.
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