PATSY McGARRY
in Johannesburg

Amnesia is not an option when
it comes to Ireland dealing with
the past, nor is moral equiva-
lence President Michael D Hig-
gins has said.

“Murder is murder,” he said
when speaking to media after a
Visit to the Apartheid Museum

in Johannesburg yesterday at
the beginning of a working visit
to South Africa.

""'He was acc¢ompanied at the
museum by his wife Sabina,
Minister of State Tom Hayes,
Irish Ambassador to South Af-
rica Liam MacGabhann and
museum director Christopher
Till.

“What I have just witnessed
had a huge, enormous compo-
nent of state violence. It is the
greatest part of it,” he said.

In such situations it had to be
realised “that the existing state
has to look back and make ap-
propriate recognition of what
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was done in the name of the
state,

“The loss of life, the injuries
committed, the price that is
paid at all times for different
forms of repression and subju-
gation, these are actions that
can'tbeundone,” he said.

What had to be addressed
was “their capacity to dlsable
the future,” he said.

‘Murderis murder’
Different versions of the past

should be taken on board, but’

“that is not to confer equality
up6n them because murder is
murder and disablement is disa-
blement,” he said.

What was required was a
“taking into account the ac-
count of the other” while “not
conferring any moral equiva-
lence on it. That’s very impor-
tant”,

You try “to make the whole
version of the event or period as
complete as possible” but it
ought to be agreed that those
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who are wounded would not be
required “to indulge in any kind
of amoral amnesia”.

“[However] the future is
there to be imagined as a space
and place and a set of possibili-
ties beyond all of what is be-
hind,” said the President.

It was “a very difficult strug-
gle because very often those
who wish to ¢olonise the future

..willuseadistortion of memo-
ry to def#he the future”.

Earlier this week, at a dinner
hosted by president of Malawi
Peter Mutharika, Mr Higgins
said that one the most damag-
ing aspects of colonialism was
“the way it shatters our view of
the past”.

“How to imagine a future re-
leased from the burdens of dis-
torted past memories, and
seemingly insurmountable pre-
sent difficulties? ‘Imagine’ is
the important term here.

“Indeed, while brutal and in-
human deeds cannot, for the
most moral of reasons, be for-
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Amnesia not an option when dealing
with Ireland’s past, says Higgins

m President Higgins and
Sabina with Christopher Till at
the Apartheid Museum in
Johannesburg in South Africa.
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gotten, it is only through an act
of imagination and creativity
that'we can prévent the tragic
memory from colonising the fu-
ture.”

Decade of commemorations
On commemoration plans in
Ireland, he said: “We have re-
cently entered what we call ‘a
decade of commemorations’ of
aseries of seminal events which
led to our independence, in
1922 "

“Finding a fair and compre-
hensive way of dealing with the
past, one that can win the confi-
dence of all, is a huge challenge
-but one we are doing our best
to face up to with honesty, both
ethical and historical.”



