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May’s letterto Tusk

10 DOWNING STREET
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“Thisletter setsout the approach of Her Majesty's Government to the discussions we will
haveabout the United Kingdom's departure from the European Union and about the
deep and special partnership we hope to énjoy - as your closest friend and neighbour -

with the European Union once we leave,” .

Onnao fewer than seven occashns in :

her six-pageletter, Theresa May : Feivd
referred tothe “deepand special :
relationship® theUnited Kingdom
seeks withthe Evropean Union after
Brexit It's an echoof the “special
relationship”, afermulationthe UK
has lang used to characterisaits
close bondwith the United States. it
ak30 Setthe tone of May's Letter, which

“Wetherefore believe it is negessary toagree the terms of our future partnership
alongside those of our withdrawal from the European Union.”

Thisseemingly innocuous linehints atone of the key
early points of disagreement between Londan and

concurrently, inBrossels and elsewhere onthe
continent, the desire is to agree each deal sequential-

wis more concililatory - darewe sayit, aother European capitals. In effect there will be two by, The most likely choreography, acoording ta ond
mord pro-Européan - than arry of her big Brexitdeals:one toset the terms ol the UK sexit | seniorEU official, is that informal talks enthe futurs
mﬁwssﬂmammm andanother looutline the future relationship relationshipwill take place inthe background over
topéc. Renove o dozin lines andit baetweenthe UK and the EU. As May indicates, her the next bwo years but thatno formal agreementwill
could have been an applicationletter, governmant wants the bwo deals tobe worked out beagreed until after the divoree terms are finalised,

thethreatlevelis acute, Theword

the default positionisthat we would have totrade on
S World Trade Organisation terms. In security terms a failure to
reach agreement would mean our cooperation in the fight
against crime and terrorism would be weakened.”

“"Weur‘u:lcrs:tsnd{mdn'apectyuurpnsiﬁ-unthatthc
four freedoms of the single market areé
. indivisib]-.'and:hcrc:mhgﬁujehmpida;&s'_"
§o- e r =g :"'

TheUK woulddearly have likedto

remainin the singlemarket. Indeed, ' the UK will loseinfluence over the
thatwas ks opehing position after the rufes that alfect the ECOnNG-
referendum, Butitisced implacable |y andthattherewill be“conse-
oppoesition frorm Brussels and e, quiences forthe UK inleaving
oiher EUlcapitals, who insisted : thabloc She's notwrong. EU
that the “fouwr freedoms” =free capitals may not speak of
rrcvement of goeds, capital, ;

services andpeople —were

price of singla market memier-

mpmlwmhmm

abide by EVimmigrationrules, Here,

(abave]
that Brexitwasld be “painful™ for the

Maylsconceding tha point atthe outset
of the formal negotiations. Ina sinslar | British.

capital citias, many of them convinced

— .Thls isthe closest Londoncomes to
: g playing hardball. The British gavern- “security™ wasmentioned 11 timesin
“If, however, weleave the European Union without an agreement ment, squaring upagainst 27 other theletter, compared to just six

referencesto “trade”, for example. To

mmmmmmmm
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|
itmvust be made to pay for leaving, Isin ! sormiecars, lines ke thiswill sound
arelatively poor negotiatingposition. | likeathreat, with May ineffect saying:
| areturntoWTO terms would bea
disaster for us, butjustthinkof the
| security falloutior the restof theunion
!

ifwoe fail tostrike a deal.

Onveof the cards itwill seek toplay is
security, reminding EU states of the
importanceof eounter-termorismand
defence cooperation at i‘lﬁrnqw!mn

“In particular, wemust pay attention tothe UK's unique
relationship with the Republic of Ireland and theimportance
SR ey Northern Ireland.”
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Oificials in Dublin had brenassured: | - between the UK and the Republic is
thatMay'sletterwouldhighlight | areferencetothe huge bilateral
Irishconcerns, And soitdoes. | trade volumesand the irish
Maydoesn'tmake any diaspora inBritain.
promises—how could Abgernt, howieer,isany
shaT - buther letter hits reference tothe customs

many of the key paints urron brbneen the bwo

causing antiaty onthis i

side of the Irish Seacthie Thefuture of that

future of the Common will depend

Travil Aréa, the dangersof onthe nature of whatever

& hard Border, the conse- - ek emerges Betwean

quences for the peace process and H'neLll':andel.l oneofthemost

the Belfast Agreement. difficultissues for negotiators to
The “unique relationshig™ resolvie,
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THE ROYAL ARMS used roday by Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth 11 have evolved over nine centuries.

The Royal Arms of England (Gules, three Lions
Passant Guardant Or) were first used by Richard the
Lionheart and remained in use on their own until
1 340 when King Edward Il ‘quartered’ them with
the Ancient Royal Arms of France (a blue shicld
Semé de lis) to symbolize his claim to the French
throne. Henry IV changed the French quarter to
show only three fleur-de-lis, known as France
Modern', and they remained in this form uneil the
reign of James I, who quarrered them with the arms
of Scotland and the harp of Ireland{ The Hanovarian
monarchs, who followed the house’of Stuart,
included in their arms heraldic references to their
German possessions, including the famous white
horse of Hanover. Queen Victoria adopted 2 simpli-
fied form of the Royal Arms which remain
unchanged to this day.

The supporters to the Royal Arms have under-
gone many changes and have numbered falcons,
yales, white lions, white boars, greyhounds, red drag-
ons and, of course, the unicorn amongst their

esteemed ranks,

The crown is the symbol of monarchy and sover-
eignty and as such has appeared in various styles in
royal heraldry. It was not until the reign of Charles 11
that we see the heraldic crown we are familiar with
today. It is based on St Edward's Crown.

2 The arms of Oliver Cromwell, as Lord Protector of
England, Scotland and Ircland, taken from bis Grear Seal,

5t Edward's Crown, the
& Derail from a crewn used for corenations.
15th-century manu-
seript showing the
Ro}*"’ Arms affmn::
Modeamn quartered
with En_gf-ﬂﬂa v 35
used by all monarchs
from Henoy v
throtgh to James 1.
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