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Tbe Royl Arms of England.



THE F-OYALABII5 used roda/ by Her Majesry

Qreen Elizabeth II have evolved over nine centuries.

The Royal Arms of Engiand (Gules, three Lions

Passant Guardanr Or) were lust used by Richard the

Lionheart and remained in use on their own until
r34o when King Edward iII 'quartered' them with
the Ancient Poyal Arms of France (a blue shieid

SemE de lis) ro symbobzehis ciaim to the French

throne. Henry IV changed the French quarter to

show oniy three fleur-de.lis, known as 'France

Modern', and they remained in rhis form until the

reign ofJarnes I, who quartered them with the arms

of Scotland and the harp of lreland. The Hanovarian

monarchs, who followed the house of Stuarr,

included in their arms heraldic references to their
German possessions, including the famous white
horse of Hanover, Qreen Vicroria adopted a simpli-
fied form of rhe Royal Arms which remain

unchanged ro rhis day.

The supporters to the Royal Arms have under.
gone many changes and have numbered falcons,

yales, white lions, white boars, greyhounds, red drag.

ons and, of course, the unicorn amongst their
esteemed ranks.

The crown is the s)rmbol of monarchy and sover-

eignty and as such has appeared in various styles in
royalhera\dry.lt was not undl rhe reign of Charles Ii
that we see the heraldic crown we are familiar with
today,Itis based on St Edward's Crown.

*' Detail from a

r5tb-century manu.

script shozuing tbe

Rolal Arms of France

Modern quartered

witb Englond, as

used bSt all monarcbs

from Henrl IV
tbrougb to James I.

:'TheRaJaIArms of James r

't Tbe drms of Oliver Cromwell, as Lord Protector af
England,5cotland and lreland, taken fromhis Great SeaI.

St Edward's Crtwn, tbe

croranused for coronarions. ':
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